
 

 

REGULAR MEETING 
September 1, 2026 

 
CALL TO ORDER:   

The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. by Chairman of the Board, 
Lawrence Dolhof. 
 
ROLL CALL:   

Legislator Frost, Legislator Kalamas, Legislator Moser, Legislator Lyndaker, 
Legislator Nortz, Legislator Hanno, Legislator Leviker, Legislator Osborne, 
Legislator Nellenback, and Legislator Dolhof were present. There were 6 other 
people present. 
 
INVOCATION & PLEDGE: 

Chairman Dolhof asked Legislator Kalamas for the Invocation, followed by 
the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
MINUTES: 

Chairman Dolhof declared the August 4, 2026, meeting minutes approved by 
general consent. 
 
RECOGNITION(S)/PROCLAMATION(S): None 
 
PUBLIC HEARING(S): None 
 
REPORT OF THE FINANCE AND RULES COMMITTEE: 
 The Finance and Rules Committee have met and recommend to waive the 
rules to allow action on late resolutions. 
        Signed by: Jessica Moser 
          Jeffrey Nellenback  
          Herb Frost 
          Thomas Osborne 
Dated: September 1, 2026      Barry Lyndaker 
              

Legislator Frost moved to accept the recommendation of the Finance & Rules 
Committee, seconded by Legislator Moser, and carried.  
 
PRESENTATIONS: None 
 
PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR: None 
 
CLERK OF THE BOARD REPORT: 

Lewis County was awarded $500,000.00 for the County Infrastructure Grant 
Program to install complete streets, roadway, and drainage improvements in the 
Village of Port Leyden on Main Street. 



 

 

 
New York Farm Bureau sent a letter that they oppose Senate Bill 7638-

B/Assembly Bill 8091-B known as the “Good Food Bill”, citing concerns that the 
proposed municipal procurement preferences could favor certain agricultural 
practices beyond existing state and federal requirements. NYFB also raises 
concerns about vague standards, inconsistent interpretation among municipalities, 
and the administrative burden of evaluating compliance. The organization supports 
promoting New York farm products but urges amendments relying on established, 
regulated standards and programs. 
 
REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES: 
 Legislator Leviker reported during last week’s General Services Committee 
meeting, Development Authority of the North Country representatives provided an 
overview of the 10-year regional Local Solid Waste Management Plan, which has 
been approved by DEC and now requires adoption by each member county. The plan 
continues the existing regional solid waste management framework through 2034, 
with priorities including recycling and diversion, landfill capacity and infrastructure, 
improved data collection, enforcement, and public education. Adoption will not 
require new local laws or additional implementation costs. 
 

Legislator Kalamas reported during last week’s Human Services Committee 
meeting, Planning & Community Development Director Casandra Buell provided an 
update on efforts to acquire the vacant 9502 Church Street property in Castorland 
for use as a hospice house. The County continues to work with the Friends of Lewis 
County Hospice, Lewis County Health System, OPWDD, and OGS to pursue a direct 
municipal transfer. The property has completed the State surplus process, with 
OPWDD and OGS continuing the remaining steps. Further information and a 
proposed resolution will be brought before the Board as the process advances. 
 

Legislator Moser reported during last week’s Finance & Rules Committee 
meeting, Director of Purchasing Brian Hanno presented PaymentWorks as a 
potential solution to streamline vendor onboarding and electronic payments while 
strengthening fraud prevention and internal controls. The system would expand 
ACH and virtual card payments, reduce reliance on paper checks, and provide 
enhanced vendor verification and payment security. 

 
Director of Human Resources Caitlyn Smith presented a proposal to replace 

the Director of Information Technology classification with a Technology Services 
Manager position. The revised classification is intended to better align 
responsibilities, compensation, and recruitment with the County’s current 
technology needs, while maintaining IT staff supervision and providing more direct 
operational support. A resolution was prepared to establish the new classification 
and authorize recruitment. 
 
REPORTS OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES: 



 

 

  Legislator Nortz reported that on August 25, Chairman Dolhof, Legislator 
Nortz, and members of the Hospital Board toured the hospital with Brigadier 
General Burke, who oversees Army nursing and surgical operations nationwide, and 
Colonel Duque, Fort Drum Administrator. It was noted that Dr. Klaus will begin 
performing surgeries at the Hospital Pavilion the following week for Fort Drum 
soldiers and their families, with the facility being rented by the Army and 
associated costs covered by the Army. 
 
  Legislator Nortz congratulated Jeff Hellinger on his appointment as the new 
CEO and noted several potential projects under the Rural Health Transformation 
Program. Agreements have also been finalized with the Fort Drum Regional Health 
Planning Organization. 
 
  An update was provided regarding the County-owned house in Castorland, 
which will be utilized as a hospice house. The property, which has been unoccupied 
since 2021, will require some improvements prior to use. Friends of Hospice have 
committed to covering any program deficiencies for the next three years. Abraham 
House, an organization based in the Utica-Rome area with extensive experience 
operating comfort and hospice facilities, has agreed to assist with operating the 
hospice house. The hospital's 2027 budget process has also commenced. 
 
COUNTY MANAGER REPORT:    
  County Manager Timothy Hunt reported that the rail corridor within the 
Village limits was recently mowed to comply with a Village code violation 
concerning grass exceeding the four-inch height requirement. He clarified that the 
mowing was conducted solely to address the code violation and ensure compliance. 
 
  Mr. Hunt also reported receiving a letter from the New York State 
Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) dated August 5 regarding an 
investigation into historic hazardous waste at the transfer station/old Village dump. 
The information has been forwarded to the Village, and the County’s insurance 
carriers have been notified. The investigation is a routine process and is expected to 
include groundwater testing at the site. 
 
  The County’s budget meetings with all department heads have concluded, 
and the information is currently being entered and compiled. Mr. Hunt noted that 
the process has gone well and commended staff for their work and fresh 
perspective during this year’s budget review. 
 
  Mr. Hunt advised that the Capital and Personnel budgets will be presented at 
the next committee meeting. He also anticipates meeting with individual legislators 
over the next several weeks to review legislative priorities in relation to department 
head budget requests. 



 

 

 
COUNTY TREASURER REPORT: None 
 
REPORT OF THE FINANCE AND RULES COMMITTEE: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

















































































 

 

OTHER BUSINESS: None 
 
EXECUTIVE/ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE SESSION: None 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 

Legislator Kalamas made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 5:18 PM, 
seconded by Legislator Frost, and carried. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 


