
 

 

REGULAR MEETING 
August 4, 2026 

 
CALL TO ORDER:   

The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. by Chairman of the Board, 
Lawrence Dolhof. 
 
ROLL CALL:   

Legislator Frost, Legislator Kalamas, Legislator Moser, Legislator Lyndaker, 
Legislator Nortz, Legislator Hanno, Legislator Leviker, Legislator Osborne, 
Legislator Nellenback, and Legislator Dolhof were present. There were 56 other 
people present. 
 
INVOCATION & PLEDGE: 

Chairman Dolhof asked Legislator Kalamas for the Invocation, followed by 
the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
MINUTES: 

Chairman Dolhof declared the July 7, 2026, meeting minutes approved by 
general consent. 
 
RECOGNITION(S)/PROCLAMATION(S): 

A proclamation honoring B. Elizabeth Strong Memorial Library’s 80th 
Anniversary was read by the Clerk of the Board. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING(S):  
 At 5:03 PM Chairman Dolhof opened the public hearings for comments on the 
Introductory Local Law No. 4-2026 “A Local Law Amending Local Law No. 3-2019: 
The Re-Established Lewis County Trail System”; Introductory Local Law No. 5-2026 
“The Amended Local Law Providing for the Administration and Enforcement of the 
Uniform Fire Prevention and Building Code”; and Order for Demolition and Removal 
of Unsafe Structures and Filling of Exposed Foundation at 4119 Center Street, 
Village of Lyons Falls. 
 
 County Attorney Ian Gilbert offered to lead the discussion on the Order for 
Demolition and Removal by asking Director of Fire & Building Codes Jon Roes to 
summarize the circumstances surrounding the unsafe structure located at 4119 
Center Street, Lyons Falls. Mr. Roes testified that, in his capacity as Director of 
Building Codes, he is responsible for enforcing the County's Unsafe Structures Law 
and protecting public safety. He explained that he became involved with the 
property in March 2026 after discovering a lengthy history of code enforcement 
actions related to a fire-damaged structure that had been ordered demolished 
several years earlier. While much of the damaged building had been removed, 
portions of the structure, an exposed foundation, and a secondary deteriorated 
structure remained on the property. 



 

 

Mr. Roes stated that a Notice of Violation and Order to Comply was issued in 
April 2026, followed by a Notice of Condemnation posted in May 2026. He 
confirmed that he subsequently submitted a report to the Board recommending 
demolition pursuant to the County's Unsafe Structures Law. Based on his 
inspection, Mr. Roes testified that the remaining structures pose a danger to the 
public due to their deteriorated condition, proximity to the public sidewalk, risk of 
collapse, standing water within the exposed foundation, and the presence of 
unidentified tanks and debris on the property. He recommended that the unsafe 
conditions be corrected within 60 days, and no later than 90 days, to avoid further 
deterioration and complications associated with the upcoming winter season. 

 
Property owner Victoria Marriott addressed the Board and stated that she 

intended to have the property cleaned up but needed additional time to secure 
assistance and a contractor to complete the work. Following discussion, the Board 
indicated its willingness to allow up to 90 days for the property owner to complete 
the cleanup. Chairman Dolhof advised that Mr. Roes would serve as the County's 
point of contact regarding the property's status and explained that if the work was 
not completed within the established timeframe, the County could proceed with 
demolition using its contractor. He further noted that County-performed work 
would be subject to prevailing wage requirements, resulting in higher costs, and 
that all demolition expenses would be assessed against the property and added to 
the property tax bill. The Chairman encouraged the property owner to complete the 
work through a private contractor as the more cost-effective option. 
 
REPORT OF THE FINANCE AND RULES COMMITTEE: 
 The Finance and Rules Committee have met and recommend to waive the 
rules to allow action on late resolutions. 
        Signed by: Jessica Moser 
          Jeffrey Nellenback  
          Herb Frost 
          Thomas Osborne 
Dated: August 4, 2026       Barry Lyndaker 
              

Legislator Frost moved to accept the recommendation of the Finance & Rules 
Committee, seconded by Legislator Nortz, and carried.  
 
PRESENTATIONS: None 
 
PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR:  
 Chairman Dolhof reviewed the rules for privilege of the floor.  Anyone present 
can address the Board of Legislators on matters of the agenda.  Speakers are 
limited to five minutes each and may not yield their time to someone else.  Time may 
be adjusted by the chairperson depending on the number of individuals needing to 
speak.  Speakers must clearly state their name and township for the record and we 
would appreciate it if you would spell it also.  Speakers must direct all remarks to 



 

 

the Board of Legislators as a body, not to a specific individual, staff, or member of 
the public.  The purpose of addressing the Board is for the Board of Legislators to 
receive and listen to the public statements on issues of county government.  It is not 
a forum for debate, question or answers, or discussion between members of the 
board and members of the public.  If someone would like to have a dialogue with the 
Board of Legislators, they are directed to call the Clerk of the Board and set up an 
appointment.  Repetitive or redundant statements are discouraged.  Finally, 
disrespectful conduct will not be tolerated, and you will be asked to refrain from 
disruptive behavior or leave the meeting. 

 
Harvey Ingersoll, a Village of Lowville resident and longtime volunteer with 

Lewis County Search and Rescue, addressed the Board regarding the organization. 
He provided a brief overview of the agency's history, noting its evolution from 
providing rescue and ambulance services to its current role as an ambulance 
service. Mr. Ingersoll stated that the organization has grown in both staffing and 
resources over the years and asserted that its current financial position is strong, 
indicating that concerns regarding the organization's financial stability are 
unfounded. He expressed support for the current leadership of Lewis County 
Search and Rescue and opposed County involvement in its governance, stating that 
such action could negatively impact volunteer participation within the organization. 

 
Rick Hunkins, a resident of Beaver Falls and longtime volunteer with Lewis 

County Search and Rescue, addressed the Board regarding the organization's 
operations and the County's ongoing discussions related to emergency medical 
services. Mr. Hunkins provided a brief overview of the agency's transition from a 
primarily volunteer organization to one staffed largely by paid personnel and 
described recent changes to its Board structure intended to include community 
representation. 

 
Mr. Hunkins outlined his perspective on recent events involving Lewis County 

Search and Rescue, including the County's EMS planning efforts, discussions with 
County officials regarding a coordinated EMS system, correspondence received 
from the agency's medical director, and meetings between the Search and Rescue 
Board and County representatives. He expressed the organization's support for its 
current management team, stated that the Board is committed to addressing 
concerns raised by its medical director, and voiced concern regarding the timeline 
and conditions presented during discussions with the County. Mr. Hunkins stated 
that the organization remains committed to working collaboratively with the 
County, the hospital, and other EMS providers to develop a sustainable, countywide 
emergency medical services system and welcomed continued negotiations and the 
establishment of reasonable performance expectations. 

 
Donald Peavey, representing New York State Civic Affairs, addressed the 

Board regarding public safety and the importance of preserving local control of 
government. He expressed appreciation to those who had spoken on emergency 



 

 

medical services and encouraged the Board to continue supporting efforts to 
strengthen public safety. Mr. Peavey also spoke in favor of protecting home rule, 
expressing concerns regarding increasing State involvement in local government 
affairs and urging the Board to continue advocating for local decision-making 
authority. He voiced support for the New York State Association of Towns' Bill of 
Rights and encouraged Lewis County to continue working with other local 
governments to advocate for greater local control. 

 
Chairman Dolhof stated that the Board has continued to advocate on these 

issues at the State level. He encouraged Mr. Peavey and others to support those 
efforts by communicating with members of State Legislature. 

 
Loretta Lepkowski addressed the Board in support of Lewis County Search 

and Rescue. Ms. Lepkowski shared that, through her research and conversations 
with current and former members of the organization, she gained a greater 
understanding of the agency's history, growth, and role in providing emergency 
services to the community. She highlighted the organization's evolution from its 
early beginnings into a professional and essential service and expressed 
appreciation for the dedication of those involved. Ms. Lepkowski encouraged the 
Board to recognize the importance of Lewis County Search and Rescue and the 
services it provides to residents during times of crisis. 

 
Josh Levesque, Chief of Operations for Lewis County Search and Rescue, 

addressed the Board regarding the ongoing discussions surrounding emergency 
medical services and the future of EMS delivery within Lewis County. Mr. Levesque 
stated that his purpose was to provide transparency regarding the history of 
discussions and efforts related to EMS planning and to answer questions regarding 
the agency's operations. 

 
Mr. Levesque provided an overview of Lewis County Search and Rescue's 

involvement in previous EMS initiatives, including participation in an ad hoc EMS 
committee, collaboration with County officials, and efforts to address future EMS 
workforce challenges. He highlighted the establishment of an EMT training 
program through BOCES, County financial support provided for EMS initiatives, and 
the agency's continued efforts to maintain and expand service capabilities. 

 
Mr. Levesque discussed his concerns regarding the potential development of 

a County-operated EMS system and questioned what additional services or 
improvements could not be achieved through continued partnership and 
supplemental funding. He stated that Lewis County Search and Rescue remains 
committed to serving the community, maintaining its current operations, and 
working collaboratively with the County to address EMS challenges. He expressed 
support for establishing measurable performance expectations through 
agreements or contracts rather than restructuring the agency's governance. 

 



 

 

Mr. Levesque addressed operational challenges, including staffing 
availability, ambulance coverage throughout the County, and the need for 
additional resources to support both emergency responses and hospital transports. 
He stated that additional funding could allow the agency to expand staffing and 
improve coverage where needed. He also expressed concerns regarding recent 
discussions related to the agency's leadership structure and the process by which 
those discussions occurred. 

 
Mr. Levesque further addressed concerns related to communications from 

the agency's medical director and stated that the agency had taken steps to ensure 
continued compliance with EMS requirements. He reiterated that Lewis County 
Search and Rescue intends to continue providing emergency medical services and 
is willing to provide information and work with the County toward a cooperative 
solution. 

Chairman Dolhof advised Mr. Levesque that comments during Privilege of the 
Floor are not intended for debate and noted that there are multiple perspectives 
regarding the EMS discussions. The Chairman stated that the County has 
expressed a willingness to work collaboratively with Lewis County Search and 
Rescue and explained that concerns raised by the agency's medical director 
created the need for the County to consider contingency plans to ensure continued 
EMS coverage should service disruptions occur. 

 
Mr. Levesque responded that the agency understands the importance of 

maintaining medical direction and has taken steps to ensure continued compliance. 
He expressed concern regarding the timing and manner in which the medical 
director's concerns were communicated and stated that the agency remains 
committed to transparency, cooperation, and providing the information necessary 
to address outstanding issues. 

 
Jamie Deines of Boonville addressed the Board regarding Lewis County 

Search and Rescue and local government authority. Ms. Deines expressed her 
support for Lewis County Search and Rescue, sharing her personal observations of 
the organization’s response capabilities and stating that the agency provides 
valuable emergency services to the community. She commended the dedication, 
training, and commitment of Search and Rescue personnel and highlighted their 
role in assisting residents during emergency situations. 

 
Ms. Deines also encouraged the Board to support Resolution No. 179 

regarding home rule and local government authority. She expressed concerns 
regarding State-level decisions that impact local communities and advocated for 
preserving the ability of municipalities to make decisions regarding issues affecting 
their residents. She referenced discussions with officials in other communities, 
including the Town of Fenner in Madison County, regarding local concerns related 
to large-scale energy projects and the desire for greater local oversight. Ms. Deines 



 

 

encouraged the Board to continue advocating for local control and thanked the 
Board for considering these issues. 
 
CLERK OF THE BOARD REPORT: 

There were three letters received from Lewis County residents urging Lewis 
County to join litigation against ORES to restore Home Rules and Citizen 
Referendum Rights.  The Development Authority of the North Country (DNAC) 
submitted their annual report, which has been placed on file. 
 
REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES: 
 Legislator Leviker reported during last week’s General Services Committee 
meeting, there was an update on the Rail Trail Master Plan Study from Creighton 
Manning Engineering, including the project schedule, public outreach efforts, and 
field work completed to date. Consultants reported that community engagement is 
ongoing through meetings, surveys, and stakeholder outreach, while preliminary 
evaluations have identified infrastructure, environmental, and property access 
considerations that will help guide future recommendations. 
 

The Committee also received reports on the Oneida-Herkimer Recycling 
Center and the proposed GovWell online permitting platform. The recycling 
presentation highlighted regional collaboration, modern recycling operations, and 
the County's upcoming contract negotiations, while the Building and Fire Code 
presentation outlined the benefits of transitioning to GovWell, including enhanced 
permitting, reporting, and planning capabilities, with continued in-person 
assistance available for residents as needed. 

 
Legislator Kalamas reported during last week’s Human Services Committee 

meeting, there was a presentation from the Director of Human Resources regarding 
New York State's Hiring for Emergency Limited Placement Statewide (NY HELPS) 
Program and the County's proposal to adopt the program locally. The program 
allows qualified candidates to be appointed to eligible competitive class positions 
without first taking a civil service examination while maintaining all existing 
qualifications and civil service requirements. 

 
The Committee discussed the local adoption process, which includes a public 

hearing and State approval of eligible titles. The program is intended to improve 
recruitment for hard-to-fill positions by providing a faster path to employment 
while serving as a temporary supplement to the traditional civil service examination 
process. 

 
Legislator Moser reported during last week’s Finance & Rules Committee 

meeting, there was an annual update from Naturally Lewis highlighting ongoing 
economic development, tourism, and business support initiatives. The presentation 
included updates on business grant funding, site development efforts, tourism 



 

 

promotion, and entrepreneurial support, as well as continued collaboration with 
local and regional partners to promote economic growth throughout Lewis County. 

 
Naturally Lewis also reported an estimated $6.68 million economic impact 

over the past year through its Community Economic Development Program, along 
with continued growth in membership, leadership development, and services 
supporting local businesses and entrepreneurs. 
 
REPORTS OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES: 
  Legislator Nortz reported that the Lewis County General Hospital Board of 
Managers did not meet in the month of July.  In lieu of a report, he recognized Gerald 
R. Cayer, Chief Executive Officer of Lewis County Health System, for his 
exceptional leadership and dedicated service to the organization and the Lewis 
County community. Legislator Nortz highlighted Mr. Cayer’s guidance of the Health 
System through the challenges of the COVID-19 pandemic, his efforts in 
successfully reopening maternity services in March 2024, and his leadership of 
significant capital construction projects that modernized facilities, enhanced 
patient care spaces, and strengthened the future of healthcare services in Lewis 
County. 
 
  Legislator Nortz acknowledged Mr. Cayer’s commitment to strategic 
planning, community partnerships, and expanding access to healthcare. He also 
recognized Mr. Cayer’s involvement in numerous community organizations and his 
service as a high school basketball and baseball official in Lewis and Jefferson 
Counties. 
   
  Legislator Nortz presented Mr. Cayer with a certificate of recognition on 
behalf of the Lewis County Board of Legislators honoring his exceptional 
leadership, dedicated service, and lasting positive impact on Lewis County Health 
System and the community it serves. The certificate was signed by Chairman 
Lawrence Dolhof and County Manager Timothy Hunt and dated August 4, 2026. 
 
  The Board expressed its appreciation for Mr. Cayer’s contributions and 
acknowledged that his leadership, dedication, and accomplishments have created a 
strong foundation that will continue to benefit Lewis County Health System and the 
residents of Lewis County. 
 
COUNTY MANAGER REPORT:    
  County Manager Timothy Hunt reported that budget meetings have been 
ongoing and that 19 departments have completed their budget reviews. He 
commended the departments for their work and stated that the current process has 
provided a clearer picture of the County’s budget outlook. Mr. Hunt advised that he 
anticipates providing the Board with an update during committee meetings 
regarding the status of the budget and next steps. 
 



 

 

  Mr. Hunt also addressed comments made during the meeting regarding local 
government authority and energy-related issues. He reported that Lewis County 
has been collaborating with other counties throughout Upstate New York on these 
concerns and has worked with the New York State Association of Counties (NYSAC) 
to establish an energy committee focused on bringing counties together to address 
shared challenges. He noted that some areas of the State, particularly along Route 
104 corridor in Western New York, are experiencing significant impacts from solar 
development. Mr. Hunt stated that the County is working collectively with other 
local governments to advocate for local interests and provide municipalities with 
additional resources, including assistance with zoning updates and other tools 
available to support local decision-making. 
 
COUNTY TREASURER REPORT:  
 Deputy Treasurer Taszden Newton reported that the balance of the 
contingency fund, as at the end of July, was $142,10150. If the proposed resolutions 
are adopted in today's meeting, it will be utilizing the remainder of that existing 
balance, so the contingency fund after tonight would be a $0 balance. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING(S) (Continued): 
 At 5:53 PM Chairman Dolhof closed all public hearings. 
 
REPORT OF THE FINANCE AND RULES COMMITTEE: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 































































































 

 

OTHER BUSINESS:  
 County Attorney Ian Gilbert expressed his appreciation to his colleagues in the 
County Attorney's Office for their support during his first three weeks in the position. 
He recognized Caitlynn Finster, Dennis Kuhl, and Assistant County Attorney Matt 
Goettel for their efforts in helping ensure a smooth transition. Mr. Gilbert also 
expressed his gratitude to his predecessor, Joan McNichol, for leaving the office in 
excellent condition, and thanked the Board of Legislators for the opportunity to serve 
as County Attorney. 
 
EXECUTIVE/ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE SESSION: 
 At 6:09 PM Chairman Dolhof moved to enter executive session, after a 5 
minute recess, to discuss contingency plans for the provision of emergency medical 
services in the County in the case of a state of emergency, as such public disclosure 
would imperil public safety.  He invited the County Attorney, County Manager, Deputy 
County Manager, Clerk of the Board, Director of Fire & Emergency Management, and 
Mr. John Morssey, to remain for the executive session, seconded by Legislator Frost, 
and carried. 
 
 At 6:51 PM Legislator Moser left the meeting. 
 
 At 7:42 PM Deputy County Manager Casandra Buell left the meeting. 
 
 At 7:44 PM Legislator Frost moved to return to regular session, seconded by 
Legislator Nortz, and carried. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 

Legislator Frost made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:45 PM, seconded 
by Legislator Hanno, and carried. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 


