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TO: Tom Osborne, Chair; Phil Hathway, Vice-Chair; Josh Leviker, Jessica Moser, and Jeffrey 
Nellenback 

FROM: Ryan Piche, County Manager 

DATE: April 13, 2023 

SUBJECT: Finance & Rules Committee Agenda 

Please let this correspondence serve as notification that the Finance & Rules Committee will 
meet on Tuesday, April 18th at 3:00 p.m. in the Board of Legislators’ Chambers. Following is a 
list of agenda items for the meeting which will be streamed live at Lewis County - YouTube.  

Minutes: 
Approve March 21, 2023 committee minutes if no amendments. 

Presentations / Discussion Items: 
1. Rails to Trails Masterplan – TBD (20 minutes)

Draft Resolutions: 
1. Authorizing agreement with Development Authority of the North Country for

professional consultant and project management services in potential redevelopment or
demolition of the former Lyons Falls School, for the Phase 1 scope of services outlined
for a total cost not to exceed $8,000.00.
AYE          NAY

2. Urging approval of Home Rule Request and to adopt New York State Senate Bill No.
(tbd)  and Assembly Bill No.   (tbd)   which will allow Lewis County to continue to impose
an additional one percent sales and compensating use tax until November 30, 2025.
AYE          NAY

3. Authorizing grant application to United States Department of Transportation for costs of
purchasing and installing electric vehicle charging stations throughout the county.
AYE          NAY

Motions: 

Executive Session: 



Informational Items: 
1. Monthly Department reports are attached for your review.

If any committee member has inquiries regarding agenda items, please do not hesitate
to contact me. 

cc: Board of Elections Planning 
County Clerk  Purchasing 
Human Resources  Real Property Tax 
Information Technology Treasurer 
Insurance Workers’ Compensation 



 

 

RESOLUTION NO.      - 2023 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AGREEMENT WITH DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY OF 
THE NORTH COUNTRY FOR PROFESSIONAL CONSULTANT AND PROJECT 

MANAGEMENT SERVICES IN POTENTIAL REDEVELOPMENT OR DEMOLITION OF 
THE FORMER LYONS FALLS SCHOOL 

 
Introduced by Legislator Thomas Osborne, Chair of the Finance & Rules 

Committee. 
 
 WHEREAS, the County of Lewis, by and through the Planning Department, 
seeks to secure the professional services of DANC in its decision to move forward 
with final environmental assessment of the former Lyons Falls School located at 
6832 McAlpine Street, Lyons Falls, NY 13368, to determine its potential 
redevelopment and rehabilitation or its demolition, depending upon the 
environmental and structural analysis ; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the County has an Order from the Supreme Court allowing for its 
legal access of the building for environmental and structural testing and 
assessment; and 
 
 WHEREAS, DANC is familiar with the structure and has the expertise to assist 
the County in its plan to redevelop this condemned structure, if warranted,  or to have 
it  demolished if final analysis and assessment so indicate; and 
 
 WHEREAS, DANC has submitted a proposal to the County to offer its technical 
services in analysis of this building and its potential remediation or demolition, with 
a scope of services outlined in three (3) phases as a path to redevelopment: 
   Phase 1:  includes property visual assessment to determine what if any 
additional hazardous material testing and engineering services may be required 
depending upon the condition and contents; consultant services for material testing 
company, assisting county staff with procuring the services identified; and analysis 
of the results of the previously completed environmental reports and tests to 
generate redevelopment alternatives, with a report generated with project scope 
and budge estimates. 
 Phase 2:  assist in bid phase services if remediation of the building is 
determined to be appropriate, including compiling bid documents and facilitating in 
the bid process. 
  Phase 3: construction phase services in which the DANC will oversee the 
demolition or remediation contract, provide periodic inspections of construction 
along with other duties through closeout as set forth in the Proposal; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the costs outlined by DANC for Phase 1 services will not exceed 
$8,000.00, and would be completed within ninety days of notice to proceed. Phase 2 
and Phase 3 services are to be determined, depending upon the assessment analysis 
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and decision on whether to redevelop/remediate or demolish and the estimated costs 
of each; and 

WHEREAS, the Planning Director and County Attorney request and 
recommend that the Board authorize Phase 1 of this proposal, with the option to 
return to the Board for further authorization of additional services outlined by DANC 
under Phases 2 and or 3, after completion and analysis of Phase 1 assessments; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, as follows: 

Section 1.  That the Lewis County Board of Legislators hereby authorizes an 
Agreement with DANC to provide assessment and project management services to 
assist in the County’s decision to finalize the foreclosure on the Lyons Falls School, 
in the  Village of Lyons Falls, New York and take title to same in order to take the 
steps for redevelopment and remediation or demolition of the building, as the 
analysis and cost estimates may dictate. 

Section 2.  That the Lewis County Board of Legislators authorizes the Phase 1 
scope of services outlined by DANC, for a total cost not to exceed $8000.00, payable 
from the Planning Department budget.  Any additional services as outlined for Phase 
2 and or 3 shall be brought forth to the committee and Board for further discussion 
and authorization, including the source of funding for any additional services 
proposed by DANC.   

Section 3.  That the Chair or Vice-Chair of the Board of Legislators is hereby 
authorized to make, execute, seal, and deliver such Agreement, pending approval by 
the County Attorney. 

Section 4.  That this Resolution shall take effect immediately. 

Moved by Legislator     , seconded by Legislator     , and adopted. 

Page 2 of 12



 

 

RESOLUTION NO.      - 2023 
 

RESOLUTION URGING APPROVAL OF HOME RULE REQUEST 
AND TO ADOPT NEW YORK STATE SENATE BILL NO.      

AND ASSEMBLY BILL NO.      
 

Introduced by Legislator Lawrence L. Dolhof, Chair of the Board of Legislators. 
 
 WHEREAS, by Resolution No. 68-2023, the Board of Legislators of Lewis 
County requested Home Rule Legislation that would allow the County of Lewis to 
continue to impose an additional one percent (1%) local sales tax for the period 
beginning December 1, 2023 and ending November 30, 2025; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the County of Lewis continues to experience budgetary pressures 
that justify an extension of the time in which it may impose such additional sales tax, 
and such additional sales tax revenue will enable the Board of Legislators to mitigate 
the need for increased property taxes; and  
 

WHEREAS, said legislation has been introduced in both houses of the State 
Legislature, as Senate Bill No.      and Assembly Bill No.     , respectively; and  
 

WHEREAS, Article 9, § 2(B) (2) of the New York State Constitution and Section 
40 of the Municipal Home Rule Law require a home rule request be made to the State 
Legislature before the bills may become law;    

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED as follows: 

 
Section 1.  The Lewis County Board of Legislators hereby makes this Home 

Rule request to the State Legislature to enact the following: New York State Senate 
Bill No.      and the Assembly Bill No.     :  
 
TITLE OF BILL:  An act to amend the tax law, in relation to extending the authorization 
granted to the County of Lewis to impose an additional one percent of sales and 
compensating use taxes. 
 
PURPOSE: To authorize Lewis County to impose an additional one percent of sales 
and compensating use taxes. 
 
SUMMARY OF PROVISIONS: Authorizes Lewis County to impose an additional one 
percent sales and compensating use tax until November 30, 2025.  Effective date is 
December 1, 2023. 
 

Section 2.  The Clerk of the Board is hereby directed to forward certified copies 
of this Resolution to State Senator Mark Walczyk and Assemblyman Kenneth 
Blankenbush. 
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Section 3.  That the within resolution shall take effect immediately. 

Moved by Legislator     , seconded by Legislator     , and adopted. 

Page 4 of 12



 

 

RESOLUTION NO.      - 2023 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING GRANT APPLICATION TO  
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION (USDOT) FOR COSTS OF 
PURCHASING AND INSTALLING ELECTRIC VEHICLE (EV) CHARGING STATIONS 

 
Introduced by Legislator Thomas Osborne, Chair of the Finance and Rules 

Committee. 
 
 WHEREAS, the County of Lewis, by and through the Lewis County Planning 
and Community Development Department, desires to apply for the USDOT Charging 
and Fueling Infrastructure (CFI) Discretionary Grant Program to assist with the costs 
of purchasing and installing EV Charging stations across Lewis County; and 
 

WHEREAS, the proposed grant funding will assist the Planning and 
Community Development Department to construct EV Charging infrastructure along 
public roads and in publicly accessible locations to provide an alternative fuel 
transportation system; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Lewis County Board of Legislators seeks to authorize this 

application, and if awarded funding, to appropriate the funds;  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, as follows: 
 

Section 1.  That the Lewis County Board of Legislators hereby authorizes the 
County of Lewis, by and through the Lewis County Planning and Community 
Development Department, to submit a grant application to USDOT to secure funding 
(ranging from $500,000.00 to $15,000,000.00) to assist with the costs of purchasing 
and installing EV Charging Stations throughout Lewis County. 

 
Section 2.  That the Chair or Vice Chair of the Board of Legislators be and the 

same is hereby authorized to sign and authorizes the Director of Planning and 
Community Development to submit the application and any required documents 
under the application upon review of the Director of Planning and Community 
Development. 

 
Section 3.  That in the event the County is awarded grant funds, the Board of 

Legislators hereby, authorizes the Chair or Vice-Chair to execute any grant 
agreement and other documents required to accept the award upon review and 
approval of the County Attorney; and directs the Treasurer to appropriate the 
awarded funds into approved accounts. 
  

Section 4.  That the within resolution shall take effect immediately. 
 

Moved by Legislator     , seconded by Legislator     , and adopted. 
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