
 

 

REGULAR MEETING 
May 5, 2026 

 
CALL TO ORDER:   

The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. by Chairman of the Board, 
Lawrence Dolhof. 
 
ROLL CALL:   

Legislator Dolhof, Legislator Frost, Legislator Kalamas, Legislator Moser, 
Legislator Lyndaker, Legislator Nortz, Legislator Hanno, Legislator Leviker, 
Legislator Osborne, Legislator Nellenback were present. There were 24 other 
people present. 
 
INVOCATION & PLEDGE: 

Chairman Dolhof asked Legislator Kalamas for the Invocation, followed by 
the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
MINUTES: 

Chairman Dolhof declared the April 7, 2026, meeting minutes approved by 
general consent. 

 
RECOGNITIONS: 
 Chairman Dolhof invited Bernadette Looby, a 7th grade student at Harrisville 
Central School, forward to read her award-winning essay, “My Dream Job,” which 
received first place out of 500 submissions in the Greater Thousand Islands 
Literacy Council competition.   
 

Bernadette’s essay describes how her personal experiences shaped her 
dream of becoming a traveling ultrasound technician and missionary. Born with a 
hereditary blood disorder called Spherocytosis, she spent much of her childhood 
undergoing medical tests and became fascinated by ultrasound technology and its 
ability to diagnose conditions safely and effectively. Later, while living in Honduras 
as part of her family’s missionary work, she witnessed extreme poverty and the lack 
of access to quality medical care. Inspired by both her medical experiences and her 
passion for helping others, Bernadette hopes to combine her love of travel, service, 
and radiology by providing ultrasound care to underserved communities around the 
world. She believes her experiences, knowledge of Spanish, and desire to make a 
positive impact will allow her to help people in need and “leave a mark in the world, 
one scan at a time.”  

 
Legislator Frost thanked Bernadette Looby for sharing her essay with the 

Board and commended her for turning personal challenges into a meaningful 
purpose. He recognized her compassion, maturity, and dedication to serving others 
through healthcare, particularly in underserved communities, and stated that her 
desire to make a positive difference in the world was truly admirable. On behalf of 



 

 

the Board, Legislator Frost congratulated Bernadette and wished her success in 
pursuing her dream. 

 
Chairman Dolhof, on behalf of the Lewis County Board of Legislators, 

recognized the Brantingham Snomads for being named the 2026 New York State 
Club of the Year. He commended the club for its longstanding dedication to 
maintaining high-quality snowmobile trails, supporting winter recreation, and 
demonstrating strong volunteerism and community pride. Chairman Dolhof also 
acknowledged the club’s partnerships with local landowners, businesses, the Town 
of Greig, and the Lewis County Area Snowmobile Association, noting their 
significant contributions to the region’s snowmobiling community and to Lewis 
County as a whole. 
 
PROCLAMATIONS: 

The Clerk of the Board read several proclamations, including a proclamation 
commemorating May as National Foster Care Month; a proclamation declaring May 
2026 as Mental Health Awareness Month with the theme “More Good Days 
Together”; a proclamation in honor of National Skilled Nursing Care Week; and a 
proclamation in honor of National Hospital Week. 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS: 
 At 5:18 p.m., Chairman Dolhof opened the following public hearings: 
Introductory Local Law No. 3-2026, “A Local Law Continuing an Additional 
Mortgage Tax for Mortgages on Real Property Situated in Lewis County”; 
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funding applications for community 
development, planning, public facilities, small business, economic development, 
and imminent threat needs under the 2026 New York State CDBG Program, in 
amounts not to exceed $1,000,000 per application; accomplishments of current 
CDBG Project #636IT566-25, Lewis County Imminent Threat Program; and the 
demolition and removal of a structure located at 6585 Oliver Place in the hamlet of 
Glenfield. 
 
 Community Development Specialist Grace Metzler reported that the Lewis 
County Planning Department secured $274,710 through the 2024 Community 
Development Block Grant (CDBG) Imminent Threat Program to demolish unsafe and 
blighted structures throughout the County. She stated that demolitions had been 
completed at three of the four identified properties, including sites located at 3302 
Douglas Street in the Village of Port Leyden, 6314 East Main Street in the Village of 
Turin, and 5508 State Route 26 in the Town of Turin, all of which had been 
condemned or identified as unsafe due to severe structural deterioration, code 
violations, or hazardous conditions. Metzler further noted that the final demolition 
project, located at 5314 Dayan Street in the Village of Lowville, involved a structure 
condemned following significant flooding and land movement in 2024. She 
explained that the program has improved community safety and the appearance of 
downtown and community corridors through strong interdepartmental and 



 

 

intermunicipal collaboration, while also encouraging private property owners to 
invest in repairs or demolition of additional blighted properties. Before-and-after 
photographs of the completed demolition sites were presented during the hearing. 
 

County Attorney Joan McNichol reviewed the circumstances surrounding the 
unsafe structure located at 6585 Oliver Place in the hamlet of Glenfield and 
explained the purpose of the resolution before the Board to establish a demolition 
timeline under Local Law No. 2-2007, the County’s Unsafe Structure Law. Code 
Enforcement Officer Jonathan Roes described the condition of the fire-damaged 
structure, which burned in late 2025, and confirmed that the remaining structure 
posed a danger to the public due to its proximity to the roadway and neighboring 
properties. McNichol explained that notices of violation and condemnation had 
been issued and that the County later learned a mortgage lender had initiated 
foreclosure proceedings on the property. She stated that the lender’s attorney and 
property maintenance company had been working cooperatively with County 
officials to obtain bids and arrange for demolition, which is anticipated within 60 
days. McNichol further noted that the proposed resolution would allow the lending 
institution time to complete the demolition; while also authorizing the County to 
proceed with demolition should the work not be completed within the established 
timeframe. 
 
 At 5:31 p.m. Chairman Dolhof closed all public hearings. 
 
REPORT OF THE FINANCE AND RULES COMMITTEE: 
 The Finance and Rules Committee have met and recommend to waive the 
rules to allow action on late resolutions. 
        Signed by: Jessica Moser 
          Jeffrey Nellenback  
          Herb Frost 
          Thomas Osborne 
Dated: May 5, 2026       Barry Lyndaker 
        

Legislator Frost moved to accept the recommendation of the Finance & Rules 
Committee, seconded by Legislator Moser, and approved.  
 
PRESENTATIONS: None 
 
PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR: None 
 
CLERK OF THE BOARD REPORT: 

The Semi-Annual Mortgage Tax Report for October 1, 2025 through March 31, 
2026, was completed and distributed to the Board of Legislators.  A warrant was 
signed in the sum of $252,882.12, which has been apportioned to the Tax Districts 
and the Treasurer’s Office has been directed to pay the respective amounts due to 



 

 

the Towns, Villages and County, pursuant to the provisions of Section 261 of the Tax 
Law.     

APPORTIONMENT OF MORTGAGE TAX 
October 1, 2025 through March 31, 2026 

 
      KEY            VALUATION                    AMOUNT 
Town of Croghan  502,235,195 17,655.23 

Village of Croghan 0.027767473 27,891,605 504.24 

   18,159.47 

    
Town of Denmark  434,589,587 14,904.57 
Village of Castorland 0.026284822 22,846,220 430.69 

Village of Copenhagen 0.064090977 55,706,542 1,050.16 

   16,385.42 

    
Town of Diana  271,187,070 14,444.88 

    
Town of Greig  375,138,534 20,949.90 

    
Town of Harrisburg  169,920,167 9,643.06 

    
Town of Lewis  131,988,645 4,403.61 

    
Town of Leyden  161,450,287 5,500.86 

Village of Port Leyden 0.062416854 20,154,438 366.20 

   5,867.06 

    
Town of Lowville  671,365,591 52,954.83 

Village of Lowville 0.253336926 340,163,390 17,967.16 

   70,922.00 

    
Town of Lyonsdale  169,555,433 4,390.72 
Village of Lyons Falls 0.03041321 10,313,450 142.09 
Village of Port Leyden 0.029770871 10,095,626 139.09 

   4,671.89 

    
Town of Martinsburg  301,871,812 4,839.74 

    
Town of Montague  61,596,711 1,046.51 

    
Town of New Bremen  278,002,319 15,929.73 



 

 

Village of Croghan 0.037266279 20,720,224 616.62 

   16,546.35 

    
Town of Osceola  95,194,888 1,380.25 

    
Town of Pinckney  61,207,427 7,283.34 

    
Town of Turin  164,242,527 9,341.95 

Village of Turin 0.062754715 20,613,986 625.50 

   9,967.45 

    
Town of Watson  330,326,962 21,666.94 

    
Town of West Turin  232,548,814 20,955.74 
Village of Constableville 0.051314668 23,866,330 1,267.70 

Village of Lyons Falls 0.100420425 46,705,302 2,480.81 

   24,704.25 
    
           GRAND TOTAL             $252,882.12 
 
To County of Lewis                                      $126,563.83 
 
      Jessica Moser, Chair 
      Jeffrey Nellenback 
      Herb Frost 
      Thomas Osborne 
Dated: May 5, 2026      Barry Lyndaker 
      Finance & Rules Committee 
 
There was an application for corrected tax roll submitted and approved for the 
Town of Watson, tax map number 198.00-01-08.000.   
 
REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES: 
 Legislator Leviker reported during last week’s Committee meeting, Matt 
O’Connor and Rachel Lisk spoke about the Lewis County Fair, highlighting its 
governance structure, youth engagement through a junior fair board, and its 
mission to promote agriculture, education, and community involvement. Held 
annually in July, the fair draws around 40,000 attendees and generates significant 
economic impact, including roughly $4 million in direct spending and $5.2 million in 
total sales locally, while contributing to broader statewide fair-related economic 
activity. Rachel noted the fairgrounds’ year-round use for events such as markets, 
sports, and community gatherings, as well as detailed attendance patterns, 
demographics, and visitor spending behavior. Supported by data tools like mobile 



 

 

tracking, the fair continues to expand its role as both a cultural and economic 
driver, with additional events and future plans—such as the 2026 fair scheduled for 
July 21–25—further strengthening its community impact. 
  

BCA Architects & Engineers presented the West Main Street Complete 
Streets Project along County Route 52 in the Village of Constableville, emphasizing 
its coordination with ongoing water infrastructure upgrades to improve efficiency 
and reduce costs. Covering a 1,900-foot corridor, the project includes full road 
reconstruction, new sidewalks, curbing, stormwater systems, and water main 
improvements, along with enhanced intersection design, parking, and green 
infrastructure features. With an estimated total cost of $2.5 million and primary 
construction bid submitted by Powis Contracting, the project is supported by state 
funding sources and aims to improve safety, traffic flow, and community aesthetics 
while supporting local amenities. Scheduled to begin construction in July following 
contract approval, the project is expected to reach substantial completion by 
November, reflecting a coordinated, long-term investment in infrastructure and 
community development. 
 
 Legislator Kalamas reported during last week’s Committee meeting, Dave 
Zembiec of Advocate Drum outlined the group’s efforts to support and protect Fort 
Drum, emphasizing its major regional impact, including roughly $2.48 billion in 
annual economic activity and tens of thousands of direct and indirect jobs, with 
significant contributions even at the county level. He highlighted Advocate Drum’s 
role in preventing past troop reductions, particularly during BRAC efforts, and its 
ongoing initiatives to strengthen infrastructure, expand housing, and collaborate 
with healthcare and education systems to support military families. The 
organization also works to secure funding, promote the installation statewide, and 
support workforce development by helping transitioning soldiers and spouses find 
employment through licensing improvements and employer connections. Recent 
successes, such as the addition of a Multi-Domain Task Force bringing 1,500 troops, 
further reinforce Fort Drum’s strategic and economic importance, underscoring the 
need for continued regional advocacy and investment. 
 

Ben Cruz, Program Administrator for Next Move New York, presented the 
program’s efforts to address regional workforce shortages by retaining military 
spouses, transitioning service members, and veterans, particularly those connected 
to Fort Drum. He described how an aging population, outmigration, and rising labor 
demand have created a workforce gap, while Fort Drum provides a steady pipeline 
of about 4,500 individuals entering civilian life each year. Through partnerships 
with Advocate Drum, Development Authority of the North Country, and Jefferson 
Community College, the initiative supports community integration, training, and job 
placement. Key efforts include the “Live Love Stay” campaign, workforce incentive 
programs, and a job-matching portal that connects employers with skilled 
candidates. Ben emphasized the importance of retaining this talent locally amid 
competition from other states, noting that quality of life and community support 



 

 

play a major role in whether individuals choose to stay, positioning the program as a 
critical driver of long-term regional economic growth. 
 
 Legislator Moser reported During last week’s Committee meeting, a 
presentation was given that outlined plans for a new microtransit initiative, an on-
demand transportation service designed to enhance mobility and complement 
existing bus routes, in partnership with Via Transportation. Funded through the 
NYSERDA Clean Mobility Program with nearly $3 million secured for a three-year 
pilot, the program will use a fleet of electric Ford E-Transit vehicles and offer 
flexible ride scheduling via app or phone. The phased rollout will begin in a central 
service zone with planned expansion countywide, supported by a transfer hub at 
the Human Services building to enable longer trips. Designed to provide real-time 
booking, accessibility, and integration with existing transit, the service will also rely 
on strong community outreach and marketing to drive adoption. Currently in final 
planning stages, the initiative is expected to launch in August and will remain 
adaptable based on rider feedback and usage trends. 
 

Lewis County Community Development Specialist Megan Krokowski 
presented two proposed real property tax exemption programs under New York 
State Sections 421-f and 421-p, aimed at encouraging housing investment and 
addressing local needs. Section 421-f would support improvements to one- and 
two-family owner-occupied homes by phasing in tax increases over eight years, 
helping homeowners reinvest in aging properties without facing immediate 
financial burden, while Section 421-p would promote the development of accessory 
dwelling units (ADUs) through up to a 10-year exemption on added property value, 
expanding housing options and supporting workforce and multigenerational living. 
Both programs require adoption through local law and coordination with 
municipalities and school districts, with applications managed by local assessors. 
While they may temporarily reduce taxable value, they are expected to strengthen 
the long-term tax base, stimulate construction activity, and revitalize 
neighborhoods; adopting both programs together was recommended to streamline 
implementation and maximize community and economic benefits. 
 
REPORTS OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES: 

 Legislator Nortz reported on activities of the Advocate Drum and Lewis 
County Hospital Board of Managers, recognizing Meghan Cummings, CT 
Technologist, as February Employee of the Month and Katlyn Baldwin, Patient 
Access Clerk, as March Employee of the Month. He noted that May is recognized as 
National Stroke Awareness Month and reported increases in acute admissions, 
emergency room visits, outpatient visits, and clinic gross revenues. Legislator Nortz 
also acknowledged the retirement of Chief Nursing Officer Marcy Teal after more 
than 20 years of service, commending her dedication and contributions to the 



 

 

healthcare system, and announced that Emily Paulson would assume the role of 
Chief Nursing Officer.  

 
Lewis County Health System CEO Jerry Cayer further recognized Marcy Teal 

for her leadership in obtaining stroke designation for Lewis County General 
Hospital, noting the positive impact on the community, and stated that the 
leadership transition would occur on May 22. Cayer also highlighted the continued 
partnership with the Friends of Lewis County Hospice, which recently donated 
$125,000 through its annual Epicurean Dinner, bringing total contributions over the 
past nine years to more than $1.2 million in support of home-based hospice services. 
Lastly, Cayer announced that Jeff Hellinger had been selected to serve as the next 
Chief Executive Officer of the Lewis County Health System effective August 4, 
following a thorough selection process by the Board of Managers. 

 
 Legislator Kalamas reported on activities of the Adirondack Park Local 
Government Review Board, stating that Executive Director Gerald Delaney had 
arranged a roundtable discussion to be held the following day at 3:00 p.m. in 
Saranac Lake with Secretary of State Walter Mosley, Adirondack Park Agency 
Director Barbara Rice, and Department of Environmental Conservation 
Commissioner Amanda Lefton. He explained that the meeting would provide local 
officials from villages, towns, and counties an opportunity to discuss challenges 
and successes at the local level. Legislator Kalamas noted that Legislator Frost 
attended the meeting with him last year and that County Manager Tim Hunt would 
attend this year. 
   
COUNTY MANAGER REPORT: None   
 
COUNTY TREASURER REPORT: 

County Treasurer Eric Virkler presented his final Treasurer’s report, 
highlighting the completion of the County’s year-end financial and audit process. 
He explained the extensive timeline involved in closing the 2025 financial records, 
completing audit review work with EFPR, submitting required reports to New York 
State, and officially closing the books in the County’s financial system. Virkler 
reported that the process was completed that morning and noted that the County 
finished 2025 in a strong financial position, with an approximately $4.8 million 
positive result and an unreserved fund balance of $16.5 million. He stated that 
EFPR is expected to present the official audit report at the June Finance & Rules 
Committee meeting. Virkler also introduced Deputy Treasurer Taszden Newton, 
who will oversee Treasurer’s Office operations until the November election, noting 
her 21 years of service with the County. During discussion, Legislator Frost inquired 
about the status of the County’s online financial dashboard, and County Manager 
Tim Hunt responded that Quantify Analytics was working on the system and 
anticipated it would be live shortly. 

 
REPORT OF THE FINANCE AND RULES COMMITTEE: 









































































 

 

There being no other business to come before the board, Legislator Nellenback made 
a motion to adjourn the meeting at 5:58 p.m., seconded by Legislator Frost, and 
carried. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 


