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Local Law Fiting 

(Complete the certificatìon in the paragraph that applies 10 the filing ofthis local Iaw and 
strike out that whlch is not applicable.) 

1. fFšnal adopton by Ioval IegisIative body only.) 

i hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto ascabed as Local law number .! of 2Q?.__of 

the (County)(City)(Town)(Village) TOWN OF LEW1S 

LEWIS TOWN BOARD 
(Narne ofLegi.sìativeBody) 

with the applicabie provisions of law. 

March 16 

was duiy passed by the 

2025 inaccordance 

2.(Passage by local legislative body wlth approval, no dìsapproval or repassage after dlsapproval by the Electlve 
Chief Executive Officer*.) 

l hereby certify that the local Iaw annexed hereto, ascribed as IocaI Iaw number of2ú ofthe 

(County)(City)(Town)(ViI age) of_____ ___ _____ duly passed by the 

20 ____ andwas 
(Narne of Legïslative Bociy) 

(approved)(not approved)(repassed after disapproval) by the_ - 
(E/ective Chief Executíve C}fflcer*) 

on ________________ 20 iti accordance with the applicable provisions of law. 

3. (Pinal adoption by referendum.) 

l hereby certify that the IocaL Iaw annexed hereto, ascribed as local Law number_ -- ______of 20...__of the 

(County)(City)(Town)(Village) of
_______ _________ was duLy passed by the 

_____________on _________ _____ 20andwas 
(Narnc ofLegislative ßody) 

(approved)(not approved)(repassed after disapproval) by the _______________ __________ _ on 
(Elec(ive ChiefExeculive 0fftce) 

_______ 20 _____ 

Such local law was subrnitted to the people by reason of a (mandatory)(permissive) referendum, and recešved the 

affirmative vote of a majoríty of the qualified electors voting thereon at the (general(speciai)(annual) erection held on 

______________________ 20 in accordance with the applicable provisions of Iaw. 

4.(Subjectto permissive referendum and final adoptlon because no valid petltion was filed requesting referenctum.) 

) hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, ascribed as locai law number 

(County)(City)(Town)(Viltage) of 

on 
(NArne ofLcgislative Body) 

(approved)(not approved)(repassed after disapprovar) by the 

__of 20__......_of the 

was duly passed by the 

20 aridwas 

on 
(Elective Chief Execulive Officer*) 

20 Such local law was subject to perrnissive referendum and no valicl petition 

requesting such referendum was filed as of 20 n accordance with the 

applicable provisions of aw. 

E)ective Chief Executivc Oftic.er mans or includes the chief executive officer of a county elected on a county-wide basis or, ¡f there be 
none, the chairperson of the county legislative body, the niayor of a city or village, or the supervisor of a town where such offìcer s vested 
with tho power to approve or veto loca) laws or ord)nances. 
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Local LawFUing 

5. (City )ocal law concerning Charter revsion proposed by petition.) 

hereby certify that the locai )aw annexed hereto, ascribed as Ioca? law number
________

of 20of 
the Ctty of_____ _________________ ______ ________ having submitted to referendum pursuant to 

the provisions of Section (36)(37) of the Municipal Home Rule Law, and having received the affirmative vote of a 

majority of the qua)ified e)ectors of such city voting thereon at the (specìal)(general) election helcì ori 

20... became operative. 

6. (County local íaw concerníng adoptíon of Charter.) 

l hereby cer)ify that the locaf law annexed thereto, ascríbed as locai iaw number
_____ of20of 

the County of _____ ________ State of New York, having heeri submitted to 

the electors at the Genera Election of November _______ 20 - pursuant to subdivisions 5 and 7 of 

section 33 of the Municipal Home Rule Law, and having received the affirmative vote of a majority of the qua)ified 

clectors of the cities of saíd county as a unit and a majority of the qualified electors of the towns of saicl county 

considered as a unít voting at said genera? &ection, became operative. 

(lf any other authorized forrn of final adoption has been followed, please provide an appropriate certification.) 

l further certify that l have compared the preceding local law with the originai on fi)e in this office and that the same is a 

correct transcript therefrom and of the whole of such original lo l )aw, a d s finaliy adopted in the manner indìcated in 

the paragraph _________ above. / /__) / fl 
Clko-tfe couìfltý legíslative body, ity, Town o Village Clerk or 
officer desigr-tated by local iegislative dy 

(seal) March 2026 

(Date) 
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Be it enacted by the Town Board ofthe Town ofLEW1S as follows: 

Section 1. Title 

This tocal law shall be referred to as the local law irnposing a moratorium on the acceptance or 
approval of applications for permits authonzing the construction or emplacement of certain solar 
energy systems, battery energy storage systems, and wind power generating facilities as non-
accessoiy uses in all zoning districts. 

Section 2. Definitions 

BATTERY ENERGY STORAGE SYSTEM: One or more devices, assembled together, 
capable of storing energy in order to supply electrical energy at a future time, not to include a 
stand-alone 12-volt car batteiy or an electric rnotor vehicle. 

1. Battery Energy Storage System, Small: A batteiy energy storage system that has an 
aggregate energy capacìty less than or equal to 600 kWh and, ifin a room or enclosed 
area, consists ofonly a single energy storage system technology. 

2. Battery Energy Storage System, Large: A batteiy energy storage system that bas an 
aggregate energy capacity greater tban 600 kWh or is comprised of more than one 
storage battery technology in a room or enclosed area. 

SOLAR COLLECTOR: A solar photovoltaic cell, panel, array or solar hot aír or water 
collector device, whicb relies upon solar radiation as an energy source for the generatioa of 
electricity or transfer of stored heat. 

SOLAR ENERGY EQUIPMENT: Solar collectors, controls, energy storage devices, heat 
pumps, heat exchangers/inverters, arid otber materials, hardware or equipinent necessary to the 
process by which solar radiation is collected, converted into another form ofenergy, stored, 
protected from unnecessary dissipation and distributed. Solar systems include solar thermal, 
photovoltaic, and passive solar. 

SOLAR ENERGY SYSTEM: An electrical generating system composed ofa combination of 
both solar panels and so1ar energy equipinent. 

1. Solar Energy System, Large: Any solar energy system that cumulatively on a lot 
meets one of the following provisions: 

a. ls intended to supply electrieity principally into a utility grid for the purpose 
ofoff-site sale or consumption, or 

b. Has a total ground surface area ofgreater than 4,000 square feet. 

2, Solar Energy System, Small: Any roofmounted, building integrated, or ground 
mounted solar energy systen that has an accessory use and cumulatively on a lot 
meets all of the following provisions: 



a. Is an accessory use or structure designed and intended to generate energy 
primarily for a principal agricultural, conunercial, or residential use Iocated on 
site. 

b. Has a total ground surface area no greater than 4,000 square feet. 

TOWN: For the purposes ofthis local law, the term Town shall mean the Town ofLEWIS. 

TOWN BOARD, PLANNING BOARD,AND ZONING BOARD OIAPIEALS: Forthe 
purposes of this Ioca1 law, thc term Town Board, Planning Board, and Zoning Board of 
Appeals shall refer to the respective boards established in and for the Town of LEWIS. 

WIND POWER GENERATING FACILITIES: Wmd generating facilities which generate 
original power on site to be transferred to a transmission system for dístribution to customers. 
The definition ofwind power generating facilities shall not include individual wind power 
generating facilities erected and used primarily for private use. 

Section . Pirpose and Intent 

Pursuant to the statutory powers vested in the Town of LEWIS to regulate and coritrol Iand use 
and to protect the health, safety, and welfare of its residents, the Town Board of the Town of 
LEWIS declares a one year moratorium on the acceptance or approval of applications for permits 
authorizing the construction or emplacement ofsolar energy systeins, battery energy storage 
systems, and wind power generating facilities as non-accessoly uscs in atl zoning districts, as 
well as a moratorium on any activity associated therewith or intending to support such process 
iticluding the establishment, implementation, placerncnt, or construction of associated 
infrastructure or similar activity in the Town ofLEWIS. 

Section 4. Legislative Findings 

A. The Town finds that there may be an increase in the demand for these types ofenergy and 
storage systems in the Town and that it may receive a number of new applications for, and 
inquiries about, the establishment or energy producing and storage activity within the Town. 

B. The question ofintegrating such energy generating and storage facilities witbin the Towns 
existing pattern ofpredominantly residential, agrìcultural, and forested Iand use einphasizes 
the need for suitable siting, land use standards with reference to energy production facilities, 
consistent with applicable provisions ofthis law. 

C. The Town Board ofthe Town ofLEWIS desires to address, in a careful manner, this 
integration question on a comprehensive Town-wide basis, rather than on an ad hoc basis, 
and to adopt Local Law provisions to properly regulate the same. 

Section 5. Scope and Controls 

A. For the period ofone year following the effective date ofthis local law, no permits requesting 
approval for non-accessory solar energy systems, battery energy storage systems, and wind 



power gcnerating facilities as herein defrned shall bc accepted or approved by any officer or 
board ofthe Town ofLEWIS. 

B. During the effective period ofthis local law: 

1. The Town Planning Board shall not consider and/or approve any site plan, approve any 
special use perlnit or other perniit authorizing the construction or emplacement ofsoar 
energy systerns, battery energy storage systems, and wind power generating facilities as 
herein defaned in all zoning districts within the Town. 

2. The Towu Zonìng Board ofAppeals shall not consider and/or grant any variance, speeial 
use permit or other permit authorizing the construction or emplaceinent of solar energy 
systems, battery energy storage systems, or wínd power generating facilities as herein 
defined in all zoning districts within the Town. 

3. The Zonìng or Codes Enforcement Officer oftlie Town sball not consider or issue any 
building permit or other permit authorizing tbe construction or emplacement of solar 
energy systems, battery energy storage systems, or wind power generatiBg facilities as 
herein defined in a11 zoning districts within the Town. 

C. If, within one year, the Town Board adopts a local law relating to the construction or 
emplacement of solar energy systems, battery energy storage systems, or wind power 
generating facilities as herein defined, the moratorium imposed by this local law shall expire 
irnmecliatcly on the date the locaI law relating to the construction or emplacemcnt of solar 
energy systems, battery energy storage systems, or wind power generating facilities as non-
accessory uses takes effect in accordance with Scction 27 of the Municipal Home Rule Law. 

Section 6. Exceptions 

This tocal law shalt not apply to applications for pertnits or approvats of small solar energy 
systems, small battery energy storage systems or wind power generating facilities to be installed 
as an accessory use or structure to an cxisting residence, commercial, industrial, or agricultural 
structure. 

Section 7. Tern 

This moratorium shall be subject to renewal for one curnulative period ofup to an additional six 
(6) months, ifnecessary, by resolution of the Town Board. This moratorium shall be in effect for 

a period ofone year from the date ofthis Ioca1 law. 

Section 8. Violations 

Any person violating any ofthe provisions ofthis local law shall be guilty ofan offense and 
upon conviction thereof, be given a civil penalty ofno less than $500.00 and no more than 
$1,000.00 per day for this violation. Each days violation shall constitute a separate and 
additional violation. An action may be commenced in a court of competent jurisdiction to 



recover sueh penalty. In addition, thercto, violations ofthis Local Law shall be subject to being 
restrained by injunetive relief. 

Section 9. Conflict witli Other Laws 

Tbis Local Law is enacted pursuant to the provision of the Town Law and the Municipal Hoine 
Rule Law ofthe State ofNew York. Dunng the duration oftimes that this Law is in effect, it 
shall take precedence over and shall be consiclered controlling over eontrary laws, ordinances, 
and provisions including, but not limited to, the statutes Set forth in the New York Town Law 
related to zoning and subdivision. 

Section 1D. Severability 

lf any clause, sentence, paragrapb, section, article or part ofthis local law shall be adjudged by 
any court ofcompetentjurisdiction to bc invalid, suchjudgeinent shall not affect, impair, or 
invalidate the remainder thereof, but shall be confined in its operations to th clause, sentence, 
paragraph, section, article, or part thereof directly involved in the controversy in which such 
judgement sball have been rendered. 

Section 11. When Effective 

This Local Law shall take effect upon the t1ing at the New York State Secretary ofStates 
Office. 
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