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Article A - Introductory Provisions 
1. Title. This law shall be known as the "Tovm of Greig On-site Sewage Treatment and Dispersal Law." 

2. Purpose. The purpose ofthis law is to promote the health, safety, and general welfare of the 
community by insuring through the location, construction, and use of properly designed facilities that 
sewage and other wastes are dispersed in a manner that will not create a healtii hazard, or adversely 
affect the environment. 

3. Authority. Enactment ofthis local law is pursuant to Section 10 of Municipal Home Rule Law and 

Article 2 and 3 ofthe Public Health Law of the State of New York. 

4. Applicability 
a. Pennits Required. It shall be unlawful to conshnct, replace, or make major modifications or 

alterations to on-site sewage dispersal systems without first obtaining a "Sewage Dispersal 
Permit" from the Town of Greig. 

b. Certificates of CompUance Required. It shall be unlawful to cover or use any such newly 
constructed, replaced, or altered facility for purposes of sewage dispersal without first 
obtaining a "Certificate of Compliance" fh)m the Town of Greig. 

c. Any pennit that is issued for expansion - i.e. a bedroom addition - must ensure compliance 
with the standards to the best extent possible and may require engineered/signed plans, as 
would a new system for a new home, cottage, or business. 

d. Activities Not Requiring a Permit. A permit is not needed for minor repairs to existing on-
site sewage dispersal systems. This law shall have no application to a community or public 
sewage disposal system. 

Article B - Definitions 

Community Water Suppfy System - A public water system which serves at least tlve service connections 

used by year-round residences or regularly serves at least 25 year-round residents. 

Code Enforcement Officer - A person appointed by the Town Board to carry out the regulations of this Law 
and the NYS Building Codes. 

Leaching Facility - Any structure tfiat is designed to distribute sewage into the soil, such as a seepage pit or 

tile field. 

Major Modification or Alteration - Any replacement or reconstruction affecting at least one-half of the 

leaching facility or the relocation/replacement of the septic tank of an individual sewage dispersal system. 

Repair - Any remedial measure not defined as a major modification or alteration. A repair also includes an 
exact replacement of the septic tank in an individual sewage dispersal system. 

On-site Sewage Dispersal System - Any facility, other than a public sewage system, intended or used for 

the discharge of sewage, septic tanks, leach fields, pipes, dry wells, soil absorption systems, self composting 

or chemical type toilets, and privies. 

Prohibited Waste - Is non domestic waste including; toxic antifreeze, motor oils, gasoline, and other toxic 
or hazardous substances or chemicals including buy not limited to pesticides, herbicides, paints, acids and 
alkalies. 

Sewage - The combination of human and household waste with water which is discharged to the home 
plumbing system; the waste fi-om a flush toilet, bath, sink, lavatory, dishwashing or laundry machine, or the 
water-carried waste from any other fixture or equipment or machine. 



Article C - Standards 
1. Incorporation by Reference. On-site sewage treatment and dispersal systems shall comply with the 

applicable specifications and standards set forth in the most recent editions of Appendix 75A 

Standards, New York State Department of Health, and Standards for Waste Treatment Works -

Institutional and Commercial Sewerage Facilities, New York State Department of Environmental 

Conservation. Aitemative systems may be permitted by ^plication to the State Department of 

Health, or, i f applicable, the Department of Environmental Conservation. 

2. General Standards 
a. Only sewage may be discharged into the on-site sewage treatment and dispersal system. 

Surface and subsurface wato including roof, cellar, foundation and storm drainage, and back 
flush material fix>m wat^ treatment systems shall be excluded from such systems and shall 
be dispersed of so they will in no way affect the system. 

b. No leaching facility shall be located under driveways, roads, parking areas, or areas subject 

to heavy loading unless approved by the Code Enforcement Officer 

c. No leaching facility will be pennitted within 100 feet of the shoreUne of a lake, pond, or 

stream. 

d. For existing residential units that pre-date Appendbc 75A (Januaiy 1,1984) 

repair/replacements shall be in compliance with the standard to the best extent possible and 

to the satisfaction of the Code Enforcement Officer (and Adirondack Park Agency where 

required). Under no circumstances will the tank size vary from the minimum requirements 

from 75 A. 

Article D - Administradve Provisions 
1. Application for Sewage Dispersal Permit. Applications for Sewage Dispersal Permits shall be made 

on forms supplied by the Town Clerk/Code Enforcement Officer and shall be submitted to the Code 

Enforcement Officer along with the appropriate fee as established by the Town Board. 

2. AppUcation Contents. The application shall include such infonnation as the Town Board and Code 

Enforcement Officer may require, including the following. 

a. The name and legal address of the applicant, 

b. Specific location of the property on which the construction, alteration, or extension is 

proposed. 

c. A drawing of the proposed dispersal system is required with substantiating data indicating 
that tbe minimum standards set forth in this law are complied with. Licensed Engineer, 
Architect, or land surveyor approval may be required. 

d. A sketch of the property showing the location of tiie proposed dispersal system construction, 
alteration, and including delineation ofthe property lines and sources ofwater supply for the 
property and adjoining properties. 

e. A percolation test is required for the site of a proposed leaching facility. An engineer, 
architect, licensed surveyor or others approved by Town of Greig Code Enforcement 
Officer, shall certify perk tests for alteration of existing systems. The Code Enforcement 
Officer shall review the results of such tests and require supporting infonnation from the 
applicant necessaiy for such review. 



f Site data which might affect, or be affected by, a proposed, modified or altered system including but 
not limited to specifications regarding soil type, topography, deptii to seasonal high groundwater, 
dq>tii to imp^ious material, dq>tii to bedrock and distance to surface bodies of water. The 
<fetermination of deptii to seasonal high water shall be made in the months of March, April, May, or 
June, witiiin six weeks of tiie time that tiie frosX leaves the ground. I f such determination is made at 
any other time, seasonal high groundwater shall be evaluated and certified by a qualified person 
aj^woved by the Town Board. All determinations shall be accompanied by a detailed statement ofthe 
testing metiiod used as well as the basis for the determination. 

g. The Code Enforcement Officer shall determine whether an application is complete. 

3. Duties and Powa^ ofthe Code Enforcement Officer. A Code Enforcement Officer shall be appointed by 

the Town Board and shall have the duty to administer and enforce the ]Mt>visions ofthis law. 

a. Authority to Verify Information. The Code Enforcement Officer shall have the authority to 
require certification or retesting to verify information submitted as part of the application. 
The Code Enforcement Officer may conduct such investigatkins, examinations, tests, and 
site evaluations as he deems nec^sary to verify information contained in an application for a 
Sewage Dispersal Permit, and the applicant or owner of land on which the system is 
proposed shall grant the Code Enforcement Officer (or his agent) permission to enter on his 
land for these purposes. 

b. Issuance of Sewage Dispersal Permit. The Code Enforcement Officer shall issue a Sewage 

Dispersal Permit if: 

(1) All pertinent site data has been submitted, verified, and certified as required by this 
law; all pennit fees have been paid; and tiie Code Enforcement Officer has detennined 
that the construction, alteration, or modify as proposed in the application complies 
with all specifications contained in this law; or 

(2) Tbe Code Enforcement Officer is specifically ordered to issue a Sewage Dispersal 

Pamit by the Town Board pursuant to Section 7 of tiiis article and all pertinent fees 

have been paid. 

c. Disapproval of Permit Application. TTie Code Enfwcement Officer may disapprove an 

application for a Sewage Dispersal Permit i f he determined: 

(1) That tiie individual sewage dispersal system, as proposed, will not conform to the 

requirements or specifications of this law or an order of the Town Board. 

(2) That the applicant has failed to supply all data necessaiy to make a determination as to 
whether or not such individual sewage dispersal system conforms to the requirements or 
specifications of this law and has failed to supply such information for 30 days after a 
written request for such additionai information has been mailed. 

(3) The applicant has Mled to pay all necessary fees and has ^ l ed to make such payment 
for 30 days after notice of such nonpayment has been mailed. 

d. Order to Stop Work. The Code Enforcement Officer may, by written certified notice, order 
all further work stopped on any individual sewage dispersal system which is being 
constructed, altered, or modified in violation of this law. 
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4. Certificate of Compliance. It shall be Unlawful for any unauthorized person to cover with soil or other 
material or utilize any new/modified individual sewage dispersal system unless a Certificate of Compliance 
has been issued. 

a. Inspection. It shall be the duty of the holder of the Sewage Dispersal Permit to notify the Code 
Enforcement Officer when the installation of the dispersal system is ready for inspection. The 
inspection ^ail be made as soon thereaft^ as fM ĉticable by tiie Code Enforcement Officer. The 
Code Enforcem^t Officer may also make inspections diuing construction to insure that the system 
is being installed in accordance with the terms of the Sewage Dispersal Permit. Any part of any 
installation which has been covered prior to final approval shall be uncovered upon order of the 
Code EnfcMx;ement Officer. 

b. Compliance. A Certificate of Compliance shall not be granted until the Code Enforcement Officer 
has determined that the individual sewage dispersal system has been installed in compliance with 
this law. The Code Enforcement Officer may make such a determination only after he has made an 
onsite investigation of the system, or received a certification from the individual designing and 
installing the system that the system conforms to the specifications as set forth in the application and 
this law, or an order of the Town Board pursuant to this article. The Code Enforcement Officer may 
withhold a detennination until after an on-site mvestigation has been completed notwithstanding that 
the system has been certified as iwoperly installed and designed. 

5. Site Inspections. In filing an application for a Sewage Dispersal Permit, an applicant shall be deemed to 
have consented to site inspections by the Code Enforcement Officer, and/or other person designated by the 
Town Board, ccmductmg examinations, tests, and other inspections of the dispersal system site. Entrance 
upon the aj^licanfs propoty shall be made only at reasonable times and with advance notice to the applicant 
where possible. 

6. Expiration of Permits. Unless otherwise provided for in the permit, all permits shall expire within one year 
of issuance. Once a permit expires, and the dispersal system is not completed, a new permit application is 
required. 

7. Appeals/ Variances. Appeals from any actions, decisions, or rulings of the Code Enforcement Officer or 
from the strict application of the standards stated in Article C herein may be made to the Zoning Board of 
Appeals. Requests for all appeals shall be made in writing to the Zoning Board of Appeals not later than 30 
days of the act, decision, or ruling from which relief is sought. 

a. Public Hearing. The Zoning Board of Appeals shall hold a Public Hearing on the appeal, with prior 
publication and notice as required by law, within 30 days of receipt of the written request. The cost 
of publication shall be paid by the applicant 

(1) Any hearing may be recessed by the Zoning Board of Appeals in order to obtain additional 
information or to serve further notice upon otiier property owners, or to persons it decides may be 
interested in the iM p̂osal being considered. Upon recessing, the time and date when the hearing is to 
be resume shall be annoimced. No further notice or publication will be necessary. 

(2) Within 30 days of the final adjoiunment of a public hearing, the Zoning Board of Appeals shall 
affirm, modify, or deny the action, decision, or ruling of tiie Code Enforcement Officer or correct 
any omission by him, or approve, approve with conditions, or disapprove the application. 



(3) The decision ofthe Zoning Board shall be in writing and shall contain findings and the factual 

basis for each finding from the record of the hearing, which shall support the decision ofthe 

Zoning Board. 

(4) As part of any decision, the Zoning Board shall direct the Code Enforcement Officer to issue any 

appropriate permit in conformity with its ruling and shall state a time by which such permit shall 

be issued, in conformity with this law. 

b. Appeal to Vary Standards. The discretion ofthe Zoning Board in considering an appeal shall not 
extend to granting variances from the standards stated in Article C herein imless such variance has 
a coordinated review with the New York State Department of Health and is consistent with the 
spirit and piupose of this law. 

8. Judicial Appeal. An action, omission, decision, or ruling of the Zoning Board of Appeals pursuant to this 
law may be reviewed at the instance of any aggrieved person ui accordance with Article 78 of the Civil 
Practice Law and Rules, but application for such review must be made not later than four months from the 
effective date of the decision or ruling or the date when the action or omission occurred. 

Article £ - Enforcement 

1. Penalty. Any person owning, controlling, or managing any building, structure, land, or premises therein or 
whereon there shall be placed or there exists a structure or system in violation of this local law; and any 
person who shall commit or assist in the commission of any violation of this local law, or who shall build, 
erect, construct, or attempt the same, any structure contrary to the plans or specifications submitted to the 
Code Enforcement Officer and by him certified as complying with this local law; and any person who shall 
omit, neglect, or refuse to do any act required by tiiis order, shall be subject to a civil penalty of not less than 
$100.00 nor more than $250.00 for the first offense to be recovered by the Town Board in any court of 
competent jurisdiction. For a second offense witiiin a three (3) year period a fine ofnot less than $200.00 nor 
more than $350.00 and/or fifteen (15) days in jail. A third or subsequent offenses within a three (3) year 
period a fine of not less that $250.00 or no more tiian $500.00 and/or fifteen (15) days in jail. Every such 
person shall be deemed guilty of a separate offense for each week that such violation, disobedience, 
omission, neglect, or refusal shall continue. Where tiie pai'son committing such violation is a partnership, 
association, or corporation, the principal executive officer, partner, agent, or manager may be considered to 
be tbe person for the purposes of this article. 

2. Aitemative Remedy. In case of any violation or threatened violation of any of the provisions of tiiis local 
law, in addition to other remedies herein provided, the Town Board may institute any appropriate action or 
proceeding to prevent unlawful constmction, stmctural alteration, repair, reconstmction, moving and/or use, 
to restrain, correct, or abate such violation to prevent the use of the individual sewage dispersal system or to 
prevent any illegal act, conduct, business, or use regarding such dispersal system. 

3. Misrepresentation. Any permit or approval granted under this local law which is based upon or is granted 
in reliance upon any material misrepresentation, or failure to make a material fact or circumstance known, by 
or on b^alf of an applicant, shall be void. This section shall not be construed to affect the otfaer remedies 

available to the Town Board under this local law. 

Article F - Miscellaneous Provisions 

1. Interpretation. Where the conditions unposed by any provision of tiiis law are less restrictive than 
comparable conditions imposed by any otiier provisions of this law, or of any other statute, ordinance, local 
law, order, mle, or regulation, tiie provisions which are more restrictive shall govem. 



2. Severability. The provisions ofthis law are severable. I f any article, section, subsection or provision shall 

be invalid, such invalidity shall apply only to tiie article, section, subsection, or provision adjudged invalid, 

and the rest of this law shall remain valid and effective. 

3. Savings Clause. The adoption of this law shall not affect or impau" any act done, offense committed, or 

right accmed or acquired, or liability, penalty, forfeiture, or punishment incurred prior to the time this law 

takes effect. 

4. Effective Date. Hiis local law shall be eflfective upon filing with tiie Secretary of State and the State 

District Health Officer. 
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