
 

 

REGULAR MEETING 
                     February 3, 2026 
 
CALL TO ORDER:   

The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. by Chairman of the Board, 
Lawrence Dolhof. 
 
ROLL CALL:   

All Legislators were present.  There were 18 other people present. 
 
INVOCATION & PLEDGE: 

Chairman Dolhof asked Legislator Kalamas for the Invocation, followed by 
the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
MINUTES: 

Chairman Dolhof declared the January 6, 2026 meeting minutes approved by 
general consent. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING: 
 At 5:01 p.m., Chairman Dolhof opened the public hearing on adoption of a new 
Short Environmental Assessment Form for “Unlisted Actions” related to 
Agricultural Districts in Lewis County and a SEQRA cooperative agreement with 
NYS Department of Agriculture and Markets for the Lewis County Agricultural 
District Program. There were no public comments at this time. 
 
REPORT OF THE FINANCE AND RULES COMMITTEE: 
 The Finance and Rules Committee have met and recommend to waive the 
rules to allow action on late resolutions. 
        Signed by: Jessica Moser 
          Jeffrey Nellenback  
          Herb Frost 
          Thomas Osborne 
Dated: February 3, 2026       Barry Lyndaker 
 

Legislator Moser moved to accept the recommendation of the Finance & 
Rules Committee, seconded by Legislator Forst, and approved. 

 
PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR: 
 Arlene Hall of the Lewis County Historical Society presented the 2025, 
Volume XLVI edition of the Lewis County Historical Society Journal. She noted that 
the journal has been published annually since its inception in the mid-1960s and is 



 

 

produced entirely by volunteers—a true “labor of love” representing more than 500 
hours of donated time, not including the extensive research required for each 
article. Each edition is unique, though all focus on the history and heritage of Lewis 
County. 
 

Hall highlighted that the cover was designed by John Ashton Golden, a 
Lowville Academy Central School graduate who works professionally in graphic 
arts. This year’s edition is dedicated to Leslie Safford, a valued colleague who 
served the Society for many years (1951–2025). She also pointed out that 
information on the 2026 Black River Valley Concert Series is included inside the 
back cover and encouraged all to attend. 

 
She concluded by expressing her appreciation to the Board of Legislators for 

their continued support and invited everyone to visit the Historical Society. 
 
CLERK OF THE BOARD REPORT: 

I have received three applications for Corrected Tax Rolls: two pertaining to 
properties in the Town of Lewis and one for a property in the Town of Pinckney. All 
three applications have been reviewed and approved by Candy Akin, Real Property 
Tax Director, and Eric Virkler, County Treasurer. 

 
I have also received the 2025 Annual Reports from the following 

departments: Board of Elections; Buildings & Grounds; Codes; Community Services; 
County Clerk; Emergency Management; Highway; Information Technology; Office 
for the Aging; Planning & Community Development; Probation; Public Health; 
Purchasing; Real Property Tax; Recreation, Forestry & Parks; Social Services; Solid 
Waste; Treasurer’s Office; and Workers’ Compensation. 

 
As a reminder to Legislators, the Annual Snowmobile Ride will take place this 

Friday, February 6th, beginning at Snow Ridge. 
 
REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES: 
 Legislator Leviker, Chair of the General Services Committee, delivered the 
Snowmobile Season Report. He noted that Lewis County’s snowmobile trails have 
experienced excellent conditions throughout the season, with solid snow coverage 
and consistent grooming reported across multiple areas as of late January 2026. All 
nine snowmobile clubs in the county operate entirely through volunteer efforts, 
providing grooming seven days a week to maintain the county’s 516 miles of active 
trails. 
 



 

 

 Riders have benefited from prime mid-season conditions following 
significant snowfall around January 28th, which increased snow depths to 
approximately 24 to 48 inches across many trail sections. Highmarket reported a 
total of 185 inches of snowfall, while Worth, just outside the western side of the 
county, reported 250 inches. The trail counter on Flat Rock Road recorded a peak of 
1,700 sleds on December 27th—equivalent to one sled passing every minute over a 
24-hour period. 
 
 Riders are reminded to ensure that their snowmobiles are properly registered 
and insured in accordance with New York State requirements. They are also 
encouraged to consult official club trail reports for the latest information on trail 
openings, hazards, and reroutes to support safe riding conditions. Additionally, 
riders may wish to download the NYSA trail app for $5.00, which is updated daily by 
all 220 snowmobile clubs across the state. The app provides current, hour-by-hour 
trail conditions, including openings and closures. 
 
 Legislator Kalamas, Chair of the Human Services Committee, reported that 
the Lewis County Department of Social Services is currently processing multiple 
Child Care Assistance applications from the waitlist and anticipates clearing the 
list within the next 30 days. Applications are available on the Lewis County DSS 
website, and eligible families are encouraged to apply. 
 
 He also noted that the Lewis County Warming Center is open for the 2025–
2026 season. The center operates nightly from 7:00 p.m. to 7:00 a.m., through April 
30th, at 5499 Jackson Street in Lowville, providing shelter to individuals in need 
during periods of cold weather. 
 
 Additionally, the Office for the Aging is accepting nominations for the Randy 
D. Streeter Older Adult of the Year Award through early March. Further details are 
available on the Lewis County website. 
 
 Legislator Moser, Chair of the Finance and Rules Committee, reported that 
the Planning & Community Development Department continues to assist 
municipalities affected by the 2024 flooding event. Support includes finalizing 
engineering work and preparing documentation required for FEMA permanent 
project submissions, as well as completing reimbursement materials for temporary 
work already performed. 
 
 She also noted that the Lewis County Assessors Association will hold five 
senior citizen exemption workshops throughout February at various locations 
across the county. These sessions are intended to help seniors complete exemption 



 

 

renewal forms and apply for new exemptions. No appointments are necessary, and 
seniors may attend any workshop regardless of their municipality of residence. 
Dates and locations are available on the county website, the county’s Facebook 
page, and Linking Lewis County. 
 
 Additionally, a representative from the Office for the Aging will be present at 
each workshop to provide information on available programs and services for older 
adults. 
 
REPORTS OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES: 
  Legislator Kalamas gave a presentation on the Adirondack Park Local 
Government Review Board (LGRB), established in 1973 to serve as the advisory 
voice for local governments within the Adirondack Park. The Review Board ensures 
that local perspectives are incorporated into Adirondack Park Agency (APA) 
decisions, with a focus on balancing environmental protection, economic 
development, land use, and property rights. It also serves as a liaison to help the 
APA understand the community impacts of regulatory actions. 
 
  The Review Board is led by Executive Director Gerald Delaney Sr. (Clinton 
County), Chair Brian McDonnell (Franklin County), Vice-Chair Carrie M. Tuttle (St. 
Lawrence County), and Secretary Pamela Howard (Hamilton County). The Board 
represents 12 counties within the Adirondack Park, including Lewis County, and its 
membership consists primarily of town supervisors and town board members. 
 
  The APA, created by New York State in 1971, is led by Executive Director 
Barbara Rice and Chair Mark Hall. Its mission is to protect public and private 
resources within the six-million-acre Adirondack Park. Responsibilities include 
land-use regulation, permitting, wetlands oversight, and planning assistance, with 
an overarching goal of balancing environmental protection with sustainable 
development. 
 
  Lewis County contains 164,019 acres within the Park—approximately 20% of 
the county’s total land area. Of this, 61,639 acres are state-owned (7.61% 
wilderness, 92.39% wild forest), and 102,380 acres are privately owned. Towns with 
land inside the Park include Diana (19%), Croghan (16%), Watson (74%), Greig (73%), 
and Lyonsdale (67%). 
 
  The Review Board participated in several regional discussions with state 
leaders, including a March roundtable in Saranac Lake attended by the NYS 
Secretary of State, APA leadership, and the DEC Commissioner. Topics included 
water and sewer infrastructure, road conditions, EMS cell coverage, housing, and 



 

 

renewable energy. Additional discussions in Long Lake focused on DEC restrictions 
and improving EMS communications in Franklin and Hamilton Counties. 
 
  The Review Board continues to ensure that local voices are represented in 
APA decision-making, with a strong emphasis on balancing environmental and 
economic interests. With 20% of Lewis County located within the Adirondack 
Park—primarily private land—the county remains actively engaged in state-level 
conversations on infrastructure, development, and community needs. 
 
  Legislator Nortz gave a brief update on Advocate Drum citing 
correspondence with Tiffanie indicates that rider numbers on post have increased. 
Despite a few challenges this year—particularly the extreme cold, which caused 
significant strain on the buses—the team was able to work through the issues and 
maintain service. Additionally, Fort Drum is in the process of establishing two new 
dining sites on post, which will require adjustments to existing bus routes and 
schedules. 
 
  Jefferson County is also moving forward with the development of a public 
transportation program—its first—following the model Lewis County has already 
established. They are currently working to align their future bus schedule with ours, 
which reflects positively on the proactive efforts of our Planning Department. 
 
  Work is also underway on resolutions related to the proposed miniature 
atomic generator for Fort Drum and the “Next Move New York” initiative. Next Move 
New York is a state program designed to encourage service members transitioning 
out of the military to remain in the region and join the local workforce. This initiative 
has the potential to support future economic development efforts and strengthen 
the local labor pool. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING (con’t): 
  At 5:18 p.m. Chairman Dolhof closed the public hearing with no comments. 
 
REPORT OF THE FINANCE AND RULES COMMITTEE: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

































































































































 

 

OTHER BUSINESS: 
There being no other business to come before the Board, Legislator 

Nellenback moved to adjourn the meeting at 5:40 p.m., seconded by Legislator 
Hanno, and approved.    

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 


