
 

 

ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING 
                     January 6, 2026 
 

The meeting was called to order at 5:04 p.m. by Clerk of the Board, 
Cassandra Moser.  All Legislators were present and there were 15 other attendees 
present. 
 

The Clerk of the Board called for nominations for Chairperson of the Board of 
Legislators for 2026.  Legislator Osborne nominated Legislator Lawrence L. Dolhof, 
seconded by Legislator Moser.  There being no other nominations to come forward, 
Legislator Hanno made a motion for the clerk to close the polls and cast one ballot 
for Legislator Dolhof, seconded by Legislator Kalamas.  Legislator Lyndaker stated 
that he could not vote for Legislator Dolhof.  The motion was then carried with 
Legislator Lyndaker opposed. 
 

The Clerk then cast one ballot for Legislator Dolhof for the office of 
Chairperson.  Having received the majority vote, he was declared Chairperson of the 
Lewis County Board of Legislators for 2026.  

 
Chairman Dolhof made his way to the podium and thanked everyone for their 

continued support. 
 
 He then asked Legislator Kalamas for the Invocation, followed by the Pledge 
of Allegiance to the Flag. 
 
 Chairman Dolhof declared the December 18, 2025, meeting minutes 
approved by general consent. 
 
REPORT OF THE FINANCE AND RULES COMMITTEE: 
 
 The Finance and Rules Committee met and recommend waiving the rules to 
allow action on late resolutions. 
        Signed by: Jessica Moser 
          Jeffrey Nellenback 
          Herb Frost 
          Thomas Osborne 
Dated: January 6, 2026       Barry Lyndaker 
 

Legislator Frost made a motion to waive the rules, seconded by Legislator 
Nortz and carried. 
 
PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR: 
 
 Eric Schwartzentruber, member of the Railway Historical Society of Northern 
New York Board, thanked the Board for their financial support over the years.   He 



 

 

went on to explain that the Railway Historical Society of Northern New York 
provides cheap entertainment for those who can’t walk or operate machinery, citing 
groups of handicapped adults who have visited.  He wondered if there might be 
some kind of arrangement that could be made between the County as the new 
owners of the railroad.  Last year they had their first riders in April which is right 
around the corner. 
 
 Chairman Dolhof responded by thanking Mr. Schwartzentruber and the 
Railway Historical Society for all they have done and look forward to working with 
them in the coming year.  He briefly explained that the County has just re-engaged 
with the consultant hired for the Rail Trail project and assured Mr. 
Schwartzentruber that the County would reach out. 
 
CLERK OF THE BOARD REPORT: 
 
 All Lewis County Legislators have indicated their wish to designate the 
Watertown Daily Times as their official newspaper for the year 2026, pursuant to 
Section 214 of the County Law.  The Watertown Daily Times, a newspaper circulated 
in Lewis County, State of New York, as the official newspaper is designated to 
publish the session laws, concurrent resolutions of the Legislature as required by 
law to be published, certificates of nomination, local laws of the Board of 
Legislators, election notices, official canvass, and any other matters that are or may 
be required by law to be published in the official newspaper of the County. 
 
 Lewis County Community Services Developmental Disabilities Subcommittee 
member Louise Fox submitted her resignation letter to the Board effective 
December 4, 2025.  Lewis County Community Services Board member Dr. John Wat 
submitted his resignation letter effective January 2, 2026. 
 
 The Clerk received the 2025 Annual report from Cornell Cooperative 
Extension of Lewis County and placed it on file. 
 
 Lewis County has received several grant awards from the Regional Economic 
Development Council (REDC) program; $129,048.00 for East Martinsburg Road 
Flood Study, $60,028.00 for Dam Analysis on Flood Resilience, $207,292.00 for 
Lewis County BOA Pre-Planning Inventory and Analysis, and $186,300.00 for Town 
and Village of Lowville Smart Growth Zoning Update. 
 
STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 
 Chairman Dolhof announced the following Legislative Committees for 2026: 
• General Services Committee Chair is Legislator Josh Leviker; Vice-Chair is 

Legislator Tom Osborne; committee members are Legislators Vincent Nortz, Jeff 
Nellenback, and Mike Hanno.   



 

 

• Human Services Committee Chair is Legislator Tom Kalamas; Vice-Chair is 
Legislator Herb Frost; committee members are Legislators Vincent Nortz, Mike 
Hanno, and Barry Lyndaker. 

• Finance and Rules Committee Chair is Legislator Jessica Moser; Vice-Chair is 
Legislator Jeff Nellenback; committee members are Legislators Herb Frost, Tom 
Osborne, and Barry Lyndaker. 

 
SPECIAL COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

Chairman Dolhof then announced the outside board assignments for 2026: 
• Adirondack Park Local Govt. Review Board, Legislator Tom Kalamas 

 
• Lewis County Agriculture & Farmland Protection Board, Legislator Jeff Nellenback 

     
• Lewis County Agricultural Society Fair Board, Legislator Josh Leviker 

 
• Lewis County Corporate Compliance Committee, Legislators Barry Lyndaker, Jeff 

Nellenback, and Herb Frost 
 
• Lewis County Community Services Board, Legislator Tom Kalamas 

 
• Cornell Cooperative Extension of Lewis County Board of Directors, Legislator Mike 

Hanno 
 

• District 6 Fish & Wildlife Management Board, Legislator Larry Dolhof 
 

• Fort Drum Regional Liaison Organization, Legislator Vincent Nortz 
 

• Lewis County General Hospital Board of Managers, Legislator Vincent Nortz 
 
• Lewis County Law Library Board of Trustees and Jury Board, Legislator Tom Osborne 

 
• NYSDEC Open Space Advisory Committee, Legislators Herb Frost and Tom Osborne 

 
• North Country Home Consortium, Legislator Barry Lyndaker 

 
• Lewis County Planning Board, Legislator Jessica Moser 
 
• Lewis County Alternatives To Incarceration Committee, Legislator Josh Leviker 

 
• Lewis County Health Services Advisory Board, Legislator Tom Kalamas 

 
• Lewis County Soil & Water Conservation District Board of Directors, Legislators Mike 

Hanno and Barry Lyndaker 
 

• Lewis County Youth Bureau Advisory Board, Legislator Vincent Nortz 
 

COUNTY MANAGER REPORT: 



 

 

 
 County Manager Tim Hunt reported that he has been working on compiling a 
list of recommended goals for 2026 to review with each of the committees in January.  
He thanked everyone who completed the survey on goals to be able to make sure that 
we are on the right track with what the priorities should be.   He explained that he has 
also been working on a county government scored card that he’ll be giving to each of 
the legislators as an annual checklist to monitor how the county administration is 
doing as far as making sure, we are complying with all the regulations, rules and 
continuing to have a healthy financial outlook.  
 
COUNTY TREASURER REPORT:     
 
 County Treasurer Eric Virkler reported that the county continues to stay 
ahead of last year’s sales tax receipts, with two more additional payments received 
since the report was released.  The Health Fund reserve is slowly climbing in the 
right direction, which is good.  The Rail Trail reserve balance and activity is now on 
the monthly report and shows all activity from the last quarter. 
  
REPORT OF THE FINANCE AND RULES COMMITTEE: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



























 

 

OTHER BUSINESS: 
 
Legislator Nortz reported that Fort Drum is one of nine locations in running to 

house a small nuclear reactor which would provide all the power necessary for Fort 
Drum.  He would like to see the board adopt a resolution in support of this potential 
project at Fort Drum.  This year the United States Ski Team is being sponsored by 
the 10th Mountain Division and will have a patch on their uniforms.  The Alpine 
Express Bus Run is continuing to grow with additional marketing being done.  In 
November there were 183 rides and in December it increased to 397 riders.  Birnie 
Bus is purchasing 3 new 22 passenger buses for potential growth of routes.  The 
Planning and Community Development Department has done a good job. 

 
There being no other business to come before the Board, Legislator Frost 

moved to adjourn the meeting at 5:26 p.m., seconded by Legislator Nellenback, and 
carried.    

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 


