DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITY SUBCOMMITTEE
MEETING MINUTES









Date: April 28, 2026
Location: Human Service Building
Presiding: Rose Larkins
Secretary: Anna Platz


In Person Voting Members (sign in sheet attached): Rose Larkins, Karen Boliver, Mary Compo, Rebecca Kelly, and Kirsten Lyndaker.

Excused: Tina Cummings and Erin Largett. 

Other attendees: Anna Platz, Vickie Fergus (OPWDD), Micaela Orvis Aubin, Karen Hoffman (LIFEPlan), Tina Beauparlant (Parent to Parent of NYS) and Melanie Bush.

The meeting was called to order at 8:30 AM.	

Welcome and Introductions

Privilege of the Floor	
· Rose shared that the Lewis County Mental Health Walk is on May 17.
· Becky shared that Beaver River Central School’s Skilled Classroom in an Integrated Setting (SCIS) is on schedule to open for the start of the 2026-2027 school year. There will be room for six children.
· Vickie shared information about Supported Decision-Making. AIM Services, Inc. is now the statewide partner for Supported Decision-Making. Through this program, AIM will help people with intellectual and developmental disabilities make decisions with the support of trusted adults.

Approval of the minutes from 2/26/2026
· Action – Approved by Becky, seconded by Mary. All in favor.

Presentations
· Parent to Parent of NYS
· Tina Beauparlant from Parent to Parent of NYS provided an overview of their services, including their Parent to Parent Matching Program, Mind the Gap, Family to Family Health Care Information Center, Special Education Information Center, information and referral and trainings such as using a Health Care Notebook or Education Records Organizer, and Understanding Medicaid Service Coordination. Parent to Parent also hosts several specialty parent groups.
· In addition to discussion about Parent to Parent’s services, the group discussed
· In-hospital peer visits that explain diagnoses, provide practical reassurance, and prepare families for post-discharge services and referrals to specialty centers.
· Insurance company communication, inconsistent vendors lists, and mixed experiences with care coordinators assigned by insurance plans. 
· Equipment shortages for young children, logistical barriers to storage and distribution, and the value of regional trade centers that demonstrate vendor equipment. Also the need for sustainable, rotating pediatric equipment for growing children.
· Action – Tina B will approach TRAID about hosting a vendor demonstration event in Lewis County.
· Action – Anna will research funding streams that cover supplemental hardware (ARC apparently does this).
· Keeping service providers informed, avoiding duplication of existing meetings and identifying how the committee can support local providers and families. 
· Opportunity to collaborate with Becky’s annual provider meeting and therapist training. 
· OPWDD enrollment timing and Medicaid complications, as well as the lengthy eligibility determination process. 
· Family Support Services as a funding stream of last resort. 
· If/how are statewide statistics for developmental disabilities being reviewed and used to determine funding allocations. 

New Business	
· Local Services Plan Review
· Time did not allow for any discussion regarding the Local Services Plan. 

Agency Updates & Open Discussion
· Time did not allow for agency updates or open discussion.

Meeting adjourned at 9:55 AM. 

Next Meeting:
· June 23, 2026, at 8:30am. 
