BEHAVIORAL HEALTH SUBCOMMITTEE
MEETING MINUTES









Date: March 24, 2026
Location: Human Service Building
Presiding: Mark Waterhouse 
Secretary: Anna Platz


In Person Voting Members (sign in sheet attached): Ashley Waite, Lyndsey Allen, Carla Hellinger, Carol Lisella, Karen Boliver, Eric Baker, Amanda Hosmer, Paige Wiley, Deanna Edick, Melanie Bush, Mark Waterhouse, and Tom Kalamas.

Other attendees: Anna Platz, Natalie Burnham, John Wilson, Aileen Martin, Kelly Wright, Bill Bowman, Jason Erwin, Lonnylee Snyder, and Dr. Shirley Tuttle-Malone. 

The meeting was called to order at 8:33 AM.

Welcome and Introductions

Privilege of the Floor
· Dr. Shirley Tuttle-Malone shared that Carthage Area Hospital continues to be in crisis, including OBGYN services. This includes the recent closure of Comprehensive Women’s Health Services.
· Aileen shared that the Mental Health Awareness Committee is having a dance fundraiser on Saturday, May 28 from 7-10 pm at the Glenfield Fire Hall. 
· Anna shared that the Carthage Area Hospital school-based health center at Beaver River Central School is continuing to operate as normal.  

The minutes from 11/25/2025 were presented for approval.
· Action – Motion made by Ashley Waite, seconded by Melanie Bush. All in favor.

The minutes from 1/27/2026 were presented for approval.
· Action – Motion made by Carla Hellinger, seconded by Carol Lisella. All in favor.

New Business/Action Items	
· Draft JUUL Workplan Presentation
· During her presentation, Anita described using how the JUUL settlement funds will be used to support evidence-based prevention and cessation work. She also reviewed 2024 Prevention Needs Assessment data from four Lewis County schools that showed declines in lifetime experimentation but persistent past-30-day use; she recommended youth cessation supports and student focus groups to clarify substances used in vapes. 
· Discussion also focused on community access and environmental hazards from disposable e-cigarettes, including local smoke shop and dispensary density. The group reviewed interim hazardous-device disposal plans with milk-run style pickups, a local vape-disposal committee, and scheduled household hazardous-waste collection dates including August 29 at the Lewis County Fairgrounds. Outreach and prevention plans included Quitline promotion, youth-led media, tabling at markets and events, and printed handouts.
· Action – Anna will send a copy of Anita’s presentation and the workplan to the entire group.
· Future Stories Fund Mid-Year Report Discussion
· There were no suggested updates to the Future Stories Fund Mid-Year Report.
· Action – Anna will distribute the report to the 2025 awardees on April 1st. Responses will be collected by April 30th and shared with the subcommittee for review prior to the May meeting. 

Agency Updates	
· Pivot/Alliance for Better Communities
· Cornhole Tournament scheduled for May 30th with Lewis County Schools. 
· Lewis County Drug Education Summit scheduled for September 30th.
· Hoping to reschedule the Golden Aged Gala to May 8th. 
· The Alliance for Better Communities is working on a survey for healthcare providers regarding their knowledge of cessation resources. 
· Action - Ashley shared that Public Health recently sent a survey to providers in Lewis County and will share it with Anita. 
· CHJC
· CHJC has moved to 7714 Number Three Road. The office is open Monday – Wednesday but they hope to be able to expand and allow for walk-ins in the future.
· Action – Paige will send an updated referral form and the Lowville Office’s contact information to Anna to distribute to the group. 
· Joseph P. Dwyer
· Eric shared that the woodworking project is still in progress and that he has registered with HIKE for Mental Health. 
· Joseph P. Dwyer is actively looking for a one-bedroom one-bathroom apartment for a client. Please reach out if you have any leads. 
· NRCIL
· There are a couple seats left if you’d like to join NRCIL and Families Together for their advocacy day in Albany on Monday, March 30!
· Working on updating recovery groups, effective April 1. 
· Action – Karen will send an updated flyer to Anna for distribution to the group.

Meeting adjourned at 9:55 AM.
· Action – Motion made by Ashley Waite, seconded by Lyndsey Allen. All in favor.

Next Meeting:
· May 26, 2026, at 8:30am. 	
