
 

 

REGULAR MEETING 
November 4, 2025 

 
The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. by Chairman of the Board, 

Lawrence Dolhof. 
 
 Roll Call:  All Legislators were present and there were 18 other people 
present. 
 
 Chairman Dolhof asked Legislator Kalamas for the Invocation, followed by 
the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

Chairman Dolhof declared the October 7, 2025, meeting minutes approved by 
general consent. 
 
PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR: 
 
 Commissioner of Social Services Jennifer Jones reported on certain programs 
like SNAP.  Roughly 3,000 individuals in Lewis County receive SNAP benefits 
monthly, 25% are children and 28% are seniors.  There are an estimated 65 to 100 
new applications received and reviewed each month.  The Federal Government is 
only going to be issuing 50% of the normal benefits they would be responsible for 
due to a court hearing.  In order to assist individuals in our communities, Social 
Service is expediting food benefit applications, but they require the applicant to 
report all resources for household income.  There have been many calls for HEAP, 
which was supposed to open on November 17th but then got pushed back until 
November 24th.  Social Services is accepting applications for Emergency Public 
Assistance Benefits to help those in extreme need. 
 
 A Glenfield resident came forward and addressed the board on what they 
refer to as the Glenfield Main Street Racetrack.  There are no speed limit signs on 
that street, just no parking signs every 50 feet or so.  Drivers seem to think its okay 
to go 4o to 60 miles per hour down the main street, which makes in unsafe for those 
trying to get outside for a walk.  There needs to be more speed limit signs, flashing 
speed signs, and police enforcement.  The streets, specifically the trail around the 
old Glenfield School, are being opened to Four-wheelers and ATVs which make it 
impossible to sleep at night with the noise.  The residents of Glenfield would like to 
be able to spend time outside, work outside, and sleep at night.   
 
 Chairman Dolhof responded by stating that the board will investigate new 
signs and anything else that they can do to mitigate this issue.  He stated that the 
Lewis County Sheriff is responsible for police patrols and perhaps a call to him 
might help with increasing the police presence.   
 



 

 

 Linda Domagla from Glenfield stated that in the winter snowmobiles are an 
issue, citing an early morning knock on her door when a snowmobile driver smashed 
into the tree in the front of her yard.  She is worried that more people are going to 
get hurt by riding too fast and not paying attention.  She pointed out that there is no 
parking for the church anymore.   
 
 Geraldine Salmon of Glenfield stated that concerns about opening roads to 
four-wheelers and UTV’s was brought up a while back and there are clear issues 
now, so something needs to be done about it. 
 
 Dan Salmon of Lowville stated his concern over the County purchasing the 
railroad line through a quick claim deed when there are many more important issues 
that need to be addressed.  He knows that one legislator is getting already getting 
all the phone calls because they listen to the residents.  What Lewis County has is 
not a trail system, it is a road system.  
  
REPORT OF THE FINANCE AND RULES COMMITTEE: 
 
 The Finance and Rules Committee have met and they recommended waving 
the rules to allow action on late resolutions. 
        Signed by: Thomas Osborne 
          Jeffrey Nellenback  
          Herb Frost 

Barry Lyndaker 
          Vincent Nortz 
Dated: November 4, 2025          
           

Legislator Moser moved to accept the recommendation of the Finance & 
Rules Committee, seconded by Legislator Frost, and carried. 
 
REPORT OF THE CLERK OF THE BOARD: 
 
 The Semi-Annual Mortgage Tax Report for April 1, 2025 through September 
30, 2025 has been completed and distributed to the Board of Legislators.  The sum 
of $228,843.55 has been apportioned to the Tax Districts and the Treasurer’s 
Office has been directed to pay the respective amounts due to the Towns, Villages, 
and the County of Lewis, pursuant to the provisions of Section 261 of the Tax Law 
along with the signed warrant.  The Legislators also received the Final Draft of the 
Lewis County Winter Recreation Master plan.   
 
The following resolutions were received: 

• Yates County “Resolution Authorizing Legislative Chair to Sign Letter Urging 
Congress to Maintain SNAP and HEAP Funding.” and “Resolution Supporting 
Senate Bill S8481/Assembly Bill A8996 to Authorize Local Governments to 



 

 

Opt Out of Mandates and Benchmarks Arising Under the Climate Leadership 
and Community Protection Act (CLCPA) and Associated Universal 
Electrification Requirements Pursuant to Section 153 of the County Law.” 

• Essex County “Resolution Urging The New York Legislature and Governor 
Hochul to Enact Legislation Amending General Municipal Law In Relation to 
Exempting Public Employees Health Insurance Premiums Paid by Towns and 
Counties in New York State from the New York State Real Property Tax Cap.” 

• Greene County “Resolution in Support of Congressman Nick Langsworthy’s 
Energy Choice Act (H.R. 3699, S.1945) and In Opposition to Government- 
Mandated Natural Gas Bans.” 

Lewis County received notification of the following grant awards: 
 

• $80,378.00 for Probation under the State Aid Block Grant.   
• $304,126.00 for Mill Creek Streambank Stabilization under the NYS 
Department of State Clean Water, Clean Air and Green Jobs Environmental Bond 
Act of 2022. 

 
REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES: 
 

Legislator Osborne, Chair of the Finance & Rules Committee, reported that 
Real Property has received a certified resolution from the Town of Pinckney 
authorizing participation in the County’s tax collection software and adoption of the 
installment payment option for its taxpayers. With Pinckney’s enrollment, all towns 
are now participating in the program—achieving 100% countywide participation. 
 

Lewis County’s Annual 30-Day Ag Period for landowners to request inclusion 
into Ag District 6 opens on November 15th. The Planning & Community Development 
Department will accept inclusion applications through December 15th, after which 
staff will review eligibility with the Lewis County Agricultural Farmland Protection 
Board for a final recommendation to the Board of Legislators in early 2026. 
  

Planning & Community Development has been working with the Tug Hill 
Commission, Naturally Lewis, and the Northern New York Community Foundation to 
coordinate and facilitate a series of free Nonprofit Bootcamp sessions. On 
November 6th, a virtual ‘Financial Oversight for Nonprofits’ session will be held from 
Noon to 1 PM. If interested, the session and registration information are located on 
the Lewis County homepage. Anyone is invited to attend. 
 

Legislator Moroughan, Chair of the General Services Committee, reported 
that with winter fast approaching and snow already predicted for next week, the 
Lewis County Highway Department is preparing to keep our roads safe and clear. 
Here are some important snow safety reminders: 



 

 

• Avoid pushing or piling snow onto or across roadways; it's illegal and can 
damage plow equipment. 

• Keep areas around and beyond mailboxes free of snow. Note that mailboxes 
in the right-of-way are not the municipality's responsibility. 

• Always drive with your headlights on and give snowplows plenty of space to 
operate safely. 

• Additionally, the Lewis County Highway Department recently completed CPR 
training. Special thanks go to Bob McKenzie and Jen Maracchion for their 
excellent instruction. 

 
Legislator Moser, Chair of the Human Services Committee, reported that the 

Lewis County Office for the Aging invites everyone to their annual holiday movie 
event at the Town Hall Theater on December 2, 2025, starting at 4:00 PM. This 
year’s feature is "Christmas with the Kranks." The first 300 attendees will enjoy 
free popcorn, courtesy of our generous sponsors at NRCIL. They look forward to 
kicking off the holiday season.   
 

Public Health will be providing flu and COVID vaccines to employees and 
family members, including Board of Legislator members, Thursday 11:30-12:30 at 
the Human Services Building and 12:45-1:45 in the Board Chambers. Anyone 
wishing to get the vaccines but are unavailable during that time can call Public 
Health to set up an appointment or go to their pharmacy.  
 

Legislator Nortz, representative on the Lewis County Health System Board of 
Managers, reported that they met on October 29th.  The September employee of the 
month was Meghan Forte, Physician Office Assistant.  During the meeting there 
was a moment of silence memorializing Dr. Ellison’s life from December 2, 1946, to 
September 28, 2025.  He provided compassionate health care for generations of 
families in Lewis County as a General Surgeon and will be greatly missed. 

 
There was a gain of $33,389.00 versus a budgeted gain of $62,849.00 for 

the month of September.  The year-to-date loss is $1,654,998.00 versus a budgeted 
gain of $9,067.00.  Acute admissions were 71 against a budget of 80; Observations 
were 67 against a budget of 56; ER visits were 1,002 against a budget of 1,024; 
Outpatient visits were 6,783 against a budget of 6,614; and Purchased services 
were over budget due to traveling nurse staff totaling around $568,000.00. 

 
A breakeven 2026 hospital budget was submitted to the county for inclusion 

in their budget as requested by the Board of Legislators.  The Comfort Care Home in 
Lewis County was discussed but at this time there is no update.  The next update 
should be after January 7th when the State legislation is in session. 

  
COUNTY MANAGER REPORT: 
 



 

 

 Tim Hunt, County Manager, mentioned the possibility of using a moveable 
trailer with a flashing speed limit to help mitigate the speeding issues on Main Street 
in Glenfield as they have been proven to work better than a permanent sign.  He 
stated that although Bob Mackenzie, Lewis County Emergency Management 
Director, was not present at the meeting due to being at a regional fire 
administrators meeting but is raising money for breast cancer this month.  If he 
reaches his goal of $1,000.00, he will shave his mustache off, which he has not been 
without for many years.   
 

Candy Akin, Lewis County Real Property Director, was just recently elected as 
president for the New York State Real Property Tax Directors Association.  She is the 
first president of that association from Lewis County, and a real asset to our team.  
The Glenfield School needs to be cleaned out for prepossession by Rochester 
Cornerstone Group so there will be a few days when it will be open to municipalities, 
organizations and fire departments to come down and get any furniture that is left. 

 
The 20206 Tentative Budget was handed out tonight and is available on the 

website as of tomorrow or a hard copy can be picked up in the County Clerks Office.  
The County has closed on the railroad purchase on October 23, 2025, per resolution 
in 2022.  The next step is a Master Plan developed with public involvement each step 
of the way.  This will be with Alta who was hired as our consultant to help develop a 
Master Plan.  A podcast regarding the Rail Trail will be posted on our website, along 
with a statement to the media.  On November 13th there will be a bus trip to Tupper 
Lake to visit that rail trail.  Any Legislator, member of the public, or member of a 
municipality can sign up to go.  There are only 32 seats available.   
 
TREASURER REPORT: 
 
 Eric Virkler, County Treasurer, pointed out that the Health Insurance 
Committee, which has been meeting regularly, is doing good work.  They agreed and 
posted an RFP for Pharmacy Benefit Management (PBM) which received five 
responses.  The County cash balance and investments decrease as the year winds 
down and with the assistance of Three Plus One it is managed well.  The current 
focus has been to lock in investments on a laddered basis for up to 24 months to 
protect good interest rates. 
 
REPORT OF THE FINANCE AND RULES COMMITTEE: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 





















































































 

 

OTHER BUSINESS: 
 
 Chairman Dolhof stated that the next full board meeting will be held on 
Tuesday, November 18th beginning at 5:00 p.m. for the public hearing on the 2026 
Tentative Budget.   
 
 Legislator Nortz stated that the Alpine Express has one bus up and running 
but ridership is down but it isn’t too concerning due to the federal government 
shutdown. 
 

There being no other business to come before the Board, Legislator Osborne 
moved to adjourn the meeting at 5:55 p.m., seconded by Legislator Nellenback, and 
carried.    
 
 

 


