DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITY SUBCOMMITTEE
MEETING MINUTES









Date: February 24, 2026
Location: Human Service Building
Presiding: Karen Boliver
Secretary: Anna Platz


In Person Voting Members (sign in sheet attached): Karen Boliver, Erin Largett, Mary Compo, Rebecca Kelly, Tina Nortz, Kirsten Lyndaker, and Dr. Shirley Tuttle-Malone.

Excused: Rose Larkins and Tina Cummings. 

Other attendees: Vickie Fergus (OPWDD), Karen Hoffman (LIFEPlan) and Caitlyn Primiano (Parent to Parent of NYS).

The meeting was called to order at 8:30 AM.	

Welcome and Introductions
· Welcome to the newest subcommittee members: Kirsten Lyndaker, Tina Nortz and Dr. Shirley Tuttle-Malone!

Privilege of the Floor	
· Karen will be facilitating the meeting in Rose’s place today. Dr. Tuttle-Malone shared that the wait times on the provider resource document are discouraging. 

Approval of the minutes from 10/03/2025 & 12/5/2025.
· Action – Approved by Becky, seconded by Erin. All in favor.

New Business	
· 2026 Evaluation Providers List
· Meeting participants reviewed the 2026 Evaluator Providers document compiled by NRCIL as well as the Developmental Pediatricians list provided by Becky/Children with Special Needs. The group also discussed variability in who is qualified to produce OPWDD-acceptable diagnoses versus other types of evaluations. Attendees noted confusion among families and some clinicians about diagnostic authority as well as plans to verify which providers perform full OPWDD-style evaluations.
· Action - Vickie Fergus will send Anna OPWDD eligibility guidelines to distribute to the full group. 
· Action - Both Becky’s team and NRCIL are committed to ongoing maintenance of their respective lists.
· Action – Anna will upload the lists (included the date they were last uploaded) to the Community Services website.
· Review of 2/19/2026 Meeting with Commissioner Baer
· Anna summarized the Conference of Local Mental Hygiene Directors Developmental Disabilities Committee call with Commissioner Baer on 2/19/2026. The call covered accessibility, data sharing, bed availability, restarting regional housing meetings, and a proposal to notify local stakeholders of OPWDD denials to enable safety-net referrals. Participants in the 2/19/2026 meeting reported inconsistent use of Mental Hygiene Law for crisis information sharing and anticipated OPWDD IT improvements. Additionally, participants compared local models for provider meetings and high-risk case reviews and raised gaps for people without clear diagnoses who face urgent needs.
· Action – Anna will reach out to the Director of Community Services in the county that is hosting monthly high risk OPWDD case review meetings to learn more about the format. 
· Action – Karen Hoffman will check whether LIFEPlan participates in SPOA meetings across the state and will report back. 
· Local Services Plan Review
· All meeting participants reviewed the Local Services Plan. 

Agency Updates & Open Discussion
· The group also reviewed health home enrollment challenges (including the difference between OMH/Department of Health Health Homes and OPWDD Health Homes., concurrent early intervention authorization, care coordinator turnover, CCO differences, long waiver timelines, and interim funding through family support services.
· Kelberman is hosting an Autism Awareness walk at SUNY Poly on May 16. 
· Becky shared that Early Intervention lost a physical therapist, the legislators approved a new rate increase for preschool effective March 1, the hospital will be advertising for an OT, the EI statewide rate increase that was approved in 2024 has still not gone into effect and Beaver River Central School is moving forward with their special classroom in an integrated setting. 
· NRCIL is offering special education 101 training courses for four weeks in a row and they are each being recorded. 
· Caitlyn Primiano provided a brief over of Parent to parent of NYS and the support they can provide to parents if they need help navigating the different systems. 
· Action - Anna will work with Caitlyn to present at a future DD Subcommittee Meeting.

Meeting adjourned at 10:02 AM. 

Next Meeting:
· April 28, 2026, at 8:30am. 
