
 

 

REGULAR MEETING 
October 7, 2025 

 
The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. by Chairman of the Board, 

Lawrence Dolhof. 
 
 Roll Call:  All Legislators were present and there were 14 other people 
present. 
 
 Chairman Dolhof asked Legislator Kalamas for the Invocation, followed by 
the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
MaryJo Richards, on behalf of Congresswoman Elise Stefanik, spoke of the 
recognition for Legislator Dolhof that Congresswoman Stefanik had inserted into 
the record of the 119 Congress. She then proceeded to read the following 
Congressional Record aloud. 
 
“Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor Lawrence “Larry” Dolhof and congratulate him on 
being re-elected Chairman of the Lew County Board of Legislators. Larry has served 
two separate tenures on the County Legislature with a total of 15 years of service 
including as the Board’s Representative for District 8, which includes the town of 
Pinckney, Harrisburg, Montague, West Turin and Osceola. 
 
Larry was first elected to the Board of Legislators in 2000 and briefly served two 
terms returning to private life in 2004 before being reelected in 2013. He earned the 
unanimous support of his colleagues to serve as Chairman in 2018 and recently 
reelected to another term as Chairman in 2023. Under his leadership, the 
legislature has prioritized fiscal responsibility and infrastructure improvements 
throughout the county. Larry has led efforts to renovate the Human Services 
buildings, build a new highway garage, and provide a new facility for DMV and 
Board of Elections. 
 
Larry’s leadership has helped to usher in a lower tax rate from the previous decade 
and leveraging more than $3.5 million in broadband infrastructure, reducing the 
number of unserved households by over 70%. The people of Lewis County have 
increased access to online resources necessary for education, healthcare, and 
emergency communication thanks to Larry’s stewardship. A dedicated Community 
leader, Larry has forged partnerships with state and federal representatives to 
address issues regarding tourism, renewable energy opportunities, and health and 
human services programs, while advocating for the full and fair representation of 
the voice of his rural county. 
 
His service as Chairman of the Board is not the only way Larry serves his 
community. He and his wife, Donna reside in Lyons Falls where they own and 
operate Dolhof Hardware. They offer hardware, lumber, buildings materials, steel 



 

 

roofing, sporting goods, rifles, shotguns, and automotive goods, as well as a drive-
up propane filling station to provide essential access to energy in cold upstate 
winters. 
 
On behalf of New York’s 21st district, I am honored to recognize Lawerence “Larry” 
Dolhof and congratulate him on his years of dedicated public service to the people 
of Lewis County and on his reelection as Chairman of the Board of Legislators.” 
 
Legislator Dolhof expressed how humble and thankful he was for this honor. 
 
 
PUBLIC HEARING: 
 
 Chairman Dolhof opened the public hearing at 5:09 p.m. on “A Local Law to 
Authorize Overriding the Tax Levy Limit Established by General Municipal Law § 3-C 
(A/K/A 2% Tax Cap) for the Lewis County 2026 Budget.” The public hearing was 
closed at 5:25 p.m. 
 
 
PROCLAMATION:  
 
Proclamation Commemorating Lead Poisoning Prevention Week which will take 
place the week of October 19th to the 25th, 2025.  
 
 
 Chairman Dolhof declared the September 2, 2025, meeting minutes 
approved by general consent. 
 
 
REPORT OF THE FINANCE AND RULES COMMITTEE: 
 
 The Finance and Rules Committee had met and the majority recommended 
waving the rules to allow action on late resolutions. 
        Signed by: Thomas Osborne 
          Jeffrey Nellenback  
          Herb Frost 
          Vincent Nortz 
Dated: October 7, 2025          
           

Legislator Moroughan moved to accept the recommendation of the Finance & 
Rules Committee, seconded by Legislator Frost, and carried. 
 
REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES: 
 



 

 

Legislator Osborne, Chair of the Finance & Rules Committee, reported that 
the Planning and Community Development will be holding its Annual Land Use 
Training workshop at Lowville Academy on Thursday, October 9th from 4:00 p.m. to 
8:00 p.m. Training will be provided by NYS Department of State and will focus on 
site plan review, land use moratoria, and short-term rentals.  

 
Legislator Moroughan, Chair of the General Services Committee, reported 

that the Lewis County Recreation, Forestry and Parks Department is seeking public 
input as it works to expand the Off-highway Vehicle Trail System in the towns of 
West Turin and Lewis. A public meeting will be held on Wednesday, October 22nd, 
2025 at 6:00 p.m. at the Tug Hill Hideaway. The meeting will focus on New York 
State regulations regarding OHV Community Connector and explore opportunities 
to expand off-road trails in the region.  

 
Legislator Moroughan made a motion to authorize Recreation, Forestry and 

Parks Director Jackie Mahoney to travel to Cleveland, Ohio from October 27th 
through October 30th, 2025 to attend a Rails to Trails Conference. Seconded by 
Legislator Nortz and carried. 
 

Legislator Moser, Chair of the Human Services Committee, reported that the 
Lewis County Office for the Aging held its annual Fall Fest Public Hearing and 
Vaccination Clinic on September 26th. This year’s event was particularly 
noteworthy, featuring special guests Greg Olsen, Director of the New York State 
Office for the Aging, and Becky Preve, Executive Director of the Association on the 
Aging in New York. We also extend our appreciation to Walmart Pharmacy, which 
administered an impressive 103 vaccines, setting a new record for the event. The 
Lewis County Workplace will be hosting a hiring event for Kraft at the Human 
Services Building on Tuesday, October 14th from noon to 3:00 p.m.  
 

Legislator Nortz, representative on the Lewis County Health System Board of 
Managers, updated on the hospital's financial performance and ongoing projects, 
revealing a gain of $12,600 for August, significantly below the budgeted $265,000, 
leading to a year-to-date loss of $1.68 million. Acute admissions were 70 or 11 below 
budget. ER visits were 43 above budget while outpatient visits were 6,700. There 
are 5 students currently enrolled in the LPN program at the hospital. 

 
Mr. Cayer, LCHS CEO provided updates on initiatives from the Buildings and 

Grounds Committee, including the completion of a podiatry clinic, plans for 
renovating the family room in the residential health care facility, and a review of 
architectural drawings for the kitchen and cafeteria, with a presentation 
anticipated at the next meeting. Additionally, Mr. Cayer highlighted a tentative 
agreement with CSCA, ratified by the board, detailing a contract set to expire on 
December 31, 2024, which includes a 3.5% wage increase for the first year and a 
4% increase for the second year. The contract also addresses equal shift 
differentials for caregivers, expands continuing education stipends, and allows 



 

 

casual employees to work up to 288 hours annually, along with provisions for using 
sick time to care for immediate family members. 

  
COUNTY MANAGER REPORT: 
 
 Tim Hunt spoke on the severe drought affecting the area, with a conference 
room participant emphasizing the need for water conservation due to dwindling well 
supplies. The recent NYSAC conference, attended by several members including 
Tom, Herb, Brian, and Jake, provided valuable insights and celebrated the centennial 
of the NISAC organization. It was reported that the budget is nearing completion, 
with the tax cap override option remaining open for an additional month to address 
any legislative requests. 
 
Furthermore, there were productive talks with Kraft Corporation regarding potential 
grant funding and community initiatives. A positive update was also provided on a 
ribbon-cutting event for a new transit system at Fort Drum, which is being considered 
as a model for other military bases. 
 
  
TREASURER REPORT: 
 
 Eric Virkler stated that he did not have anything to add to his Treasurer’s 
report that he had sent out to Legislators in their packets.  
 
REPORT OF THE FINANCE AND RULES COMMITTEE: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 





























































 

 

 
 
OTHER BUSINESS: 
 

There being no other business to come before the Board, Legislator Frost 
moved to adjourn the meeting at 5:35 p.m., seconded by Legislator Osborne, and 
carried.    
 
 

 


