
 

 

REGULAR MEETING 
                     September 2, 2025 
 

The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. by Chairman of the Board, 
Lawrence Dolhof. 
 
 Roll Call:  All Legislators were present and there were 16 other people 
present. 
 
 Chairman Dolhof asked Legislator Kalamas for the Invocation, followed by 
the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING: 
 
 Chairman Dolhof opened the public hearing at 5:02 p.m. on “The Local Law 
Regulating and Permitting Special Events on County Roads, Trails or Other County 
Property and on Any Town Roads and Property Where the Town has Opted In.”  
Nicole Golash of Martinsburg, NY stated that she felt like the county and Towns are 
opening too many roads to ATVs.  She and her family live on what use to be a quiet 
secondary road right in the Hamlet of Martinsburg but now due to both snowmobile 
and ATV’s traffic it is no longer safe.  Her non-communicative autistic son must be 
watched constantly, and she is worried that he may get hit.  During the winter her 
and her husband are constantly pulling out snowmobiles from the ditch.  
 
 Chairman Dolhof stated to Ms. Golash that she is not on topic for the current 
public hearing as it pertains to the Local Law on Event Permits, not opening roads 
to ATV’s and Snowmobiles.  However, he did mention that the ATV Trail network 
closes the day after Columbus Day and he asked that Recreation, Forestry and 
Parks Director Jackie Mahoney meet with Ms. Golash to go over all her concerns in 
more detail to see what can be done. 
 
 Chairman Dolhof declared the August 5, 2025, meeting minutes approved by 
general consent. 
 
REPORT OF THE FINANCE AND RULES COMMITTEE: 
 
 The Finance and Rules Committee had met and recommended waving the 
rules to allow action on late resolutions. 
        Signed by: Thomas Osborne 
          Jeffrey Nellenback  
          Herb Frost 
          Vincent Nortz 
Dated: September 2, 2025      Barry Lyndaker 
           



 

 

Legislator Moser moved to accept the recommendation of the Finance & 
Rules Committee, seconded by Legislator Frost, and carried. 
 
REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES: 
 

Legislator Osborne, Chair of the Finance & Rules Committee, reported that 
Lewis County Planning and Community Development partnered with the Tug Hill 
Commission, Northern New York Community Foundation, and Naturally Lewis to 
launch a non-profit bootcamp series aimed at providing tools and resources to 
current and future board members to ensure their success.  Session 1 will be held on 
Thursday, October 2nd at the Lewis County-JCC Education Center from 1:00 p.m. to 
3:00 p.m. and will be “Getting Started and Growing Your Non-Profit.” 

 
Legislator Moroughan, Chair of the General Services Committee, gave a 

reminder to the Board that this Friday, September 5th is the first annual Lewis 
County OHV Trail Ride.  If you would like to attend and haven’t let Cassandra Moser 
know yet, please do so before Friday.  The Lewis County ATV Trail System will be 
officially closed on Tuesday, October 14th, the day after Columbus Day, for the 
season.  Area J – Bald Mountain closed on August 31st.  Area F - Great Lot in West 
Leyden will be closed starting September 12th.  
 

Legislator Moser, Chair of the Human Services Committee, reported that 
Lewis County Youth Bureau would like to remind everyone about the upcoming 
2025 National Night Out which is being held at the Lewis County Fairgrounds on 
Friday, September 5th from 4:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.  There is free parking and 
admission, meet & greet with local law enforcement officers; demonstrations of K-
9, Helicopter landing, drones, & more; raffle giveaway; dunk tank; community 
resource tables; and every attendee gets one complimentary hot dog & drink. 
 

Lewis County Office For Aging is holding the annual Fall Fest and Public 
Hearing period on Friday, September 26th.  There will be vendors on site and Lewis 
County Public Health will be there for a vaccination clinic.  If you plan on attending 
the meal please make to RSVP by calling (315) 376-5300. 
 

September is National Suicide Prevention Awareness Month. Throughout the 
month, the County will be sharing valuable information on their Facebook page 
about the efforts of the Lewis County Suicide Prevention Coalition to reduce stigma 
and raise awareness of local resources.  If you or someone you know is in crisis, 
remember that free support is available 24/7, 365 days a year by calling (315) 405-
0696.  Additionally, if you or someone you know has been recently impacted by a 
sudden or traumatic loss, such as a death by suicide, the Lewis County Traumatic 
Loss Team is here to help. You can reach them at (315) 376-9735. 

 
 



 

 

Legislator Nortz, representative on the Lewis County Health System Board of 
Managers, reported that they met on August 27th.  There was a gain of $129,509 
versus a budgeted gain of $433,807 for the month of July.  The YTD loss is 
$1,701,060 versus a budgeted loss of $319,704.  Acute admissions were 74, or 14% 
belove budget; Observations were 86 or 34% above the budget; total ER Visits were 
1,170 or 2% above the budget; Outpatient Visits were 6,289 or 9% below the budget; 
The Skilled Nursing Facility (SNF) occupancy was below the budgeted target for 
the month, at 64.8%; Physician office gross revenue was .5% less than the budget.  
The largest positive variances occurred in Women’s Health, while the largest 
negative variances occurred in General Surgery and Family Practice; Clinic gross 
revenue was 4.2% less than the budget; and Purchased services were over budget 
due to traveling nurse staff.  Dr. Ko, Podiatrist, will be starting in the coming weeks 
in the Orthopedic practice. 

 
Mr. Cayer, LCHS CEO touched on the budget figures and felt that the 

hospital is in a good position and welcomed questions.  He then touched on the 
Comfort Care House presentation that he gave to the Board of Managers, which 
was received positively.  The LPN program, through BOCES, graduated ten LPN’s 
with their tuition paid in full by the Caring Gene Grant.  This grant was applied for 
and received again, which is great news.  The second class will start later in 
September.  He voiced his concerns about upcoming changes in 2027 based on the 
One Big Beautiful Bill Act. 

 
Legislator Nortz, representative on the Fort Drum Regional Liaison 

Organization, better known as Advocate Drum, reported that they have been around 
for almost 40 years and back in 2026 they completed a Strategic Plan and are in 
the process of updating that plan.  The CEO moved to Croghan and is married to a 
Lowville native.  They met with Lewis County and talked about how to create better 
communication and partnerships.  One item was about expanding 911 so it can be 
reachable on base; Childcare was an item that was discussed, along with a potential 
for a shuttle service for events.  The Alpine Express is a big win for both Fort Drum 
and Lewis County, which opens on September 22nd.  Advocate Drum also though 
there was potential to use their helicopter for medical purposes should the need 
ever arise. 

  
COUNTY MANAGER REPORT: 
 
 Tim Hunt briefly introduced Joanne Witt, who is the new Executive Director of 
Naturally Lewis.  He then reported that the Comfort Care House property that was 
decided on can only be transferred by legislation, which contacts in Albany are 
working on, but it will be a long process.  He and Larry went to Albany for a day and 
met with the Deputy Commissioner of Energy to talk about the Green Energy 
Assessments and projects owned by NYPA.  There are three projects in Lewis County 
that will be owned 51% by NYPA.  The biggest concern about this is making sure that 



 

 

there is clear writing as to what the community can expect in tax revenue from these 
projects. 
  
TREASURER REPORT: 
 
 Eric Virkler reported that the Sales Tax revenue is trending low but still ahead 
of last year.  The Health Fund remains low with an increase in claims activity, but the 
NYS Shared Services funding should be coming soon and that will help the fund.  The 
Health Advisory Committee which includes several people from different 
departments in the county met and they seemed focused on a few areas that have 
the potential for change. 
 
REPORT OF THE FINANCE AND RULES COMMITTEE: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 















































 

 

OTHER BUSINESS: 
 

There being no other business to come before the Board, Legislator 
Nellenback moved to adjourn the meeting at 5:31 p.m., seconded by Legislator 
Osborne, and carried.    
 
 

 


