
 

 

REGULAR MEETING 
                     May 6, 2025 
 

The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. by Chairman of the Board, 
Lawrence Dolhof. 
 
 Roll Call:  All Legislators were present, with Legislator Nortz in attendance 
through Microsoft Teams.  There were 17 other persons present. 
 
 Chairman Dolhof asked Legislator Kalamas for the Invocation, followed by 
the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS: 
 
 Chairman Dolhof opened the following hearings for public comment at 5:01 
p.m. 

• Proposed addition of approximately 3.2 miles, made up of County owned 
property and property owned by Robert & Jacqueline Aden, to the Lewis 
County OHV Trail System. 
 

• Proposed addition of approximately 678 feet, made up of properties owned 
by Lynette Franks & Scott Lampson and Louis Jr. & Connie Gorczyca, to the 
Lewis County OHV Trail System. 

 
• Proposed Local Law entitled “A LOCAL LAW PERMITTING ALL-TERRAIN 

VEHICLE/OFF-HIGHWAY VEHICLE OPERATION ON APPROXIMATELY 0.1 
MILES OF A CERTAIN PORTION OF COUNTY ROAD 30 (CEMETERY ROAD 
AND MILL STREET) IN THE TOWN OF MARTINSBURG, TO CONNECT THE 
EXISTING OHV TRAIL SYSTEM FROM TOWN OF MARTINSBURG TRAIL TO 
AND THROUGH THE FRANKS-LAMPSON PROPERTY”. 

 
• Proposed Local Law entitled “A LOCAL LAW PERMITTING ALL-TERRAIN 

VEHICLE/OFF-HIGHWAY VEHICLE OPERATION ON APPROXIMATELY 5 
MILES OF A CERTAIN PORTION OF COUNTY ROAD 32 (GLENDALE ROAD) IN 
THE TOWN OF MARTINSBURG, TO CONNECT THE THISSE TRAIL, THE 
GORCZYCA TRAIL, WHITTAKER PARK, AND THE FRANKS-LAMPSON 
TRAIL”. 

 
• Proposed Local Law entitled “A LOCAL LAW PERMITTING ALL-TERRAIN 

VEHICLE/OFF-HIGHWAY VEHICLE OPERATION ON APPROXIMATELY 0.3 
MILES OF A CERTAIN PORTION OF COUNTY ROAD 80 (GLENFIELD ROAD) IN 
THE TOWN OF MARTINSBURG, TO CONNECT THE EXISTING OHV TRAIL 
SYSTEM FROM THE THISSE TRAIL TO AND THROUGH THE GLENFIELD 
SCHOOL TRAIL”. 

 



 

 

• Proposed Local Law entitled “A LOCAL LAW PERMITTING ALL-TERRAIN 
VEHICLE/OFF-HIGHWAY VEHICLE OPERATION ON APPROXIMATELY 1.1 
MILES OF A CERTAIN PORTION OF COUNTY ROAD 53 (MAIN STREET AND 
BLUE STREET) IN THE TOWN OF MARTINSBURG, TO CONNECT THE 
EXISTING OHV TRAIL SYSTEM FROM THE PIONEER TRAIL TO THE 
GLENFIELD SCHOOL TRAIL AND FIELD DAY TRAIL. 

 
Ms. Geraldine Salmon of 6416 Glendale Road, came forward to voice her 

concerns about safety risks associated with opening roads to off-highway vehicles, 
citing past legal issues and questioning the integrity of the decision-making 
process.  

 
Mr. Frank Robbins of West Martinsburg Road, came forward and expressed 

fears of increased chaos from expanded ATV access.  His road is currently closed 
but continues to have ATV traffic from Thursday night to Sunday.  There is law 
enforcement present to write tickets but not everyone is caught.  Opening portions 
of various roads may be confusing to riders and although Tourism is the goal the 
county should really focus on what roads get opened. 
 
PROCLAMATIONS: 
 
 The Clerk of the Board read two proclamations commemorating May 11-17th, 
2025 as National Hospital Week, and May 11 – 17th, 2025 as National Skilled Nursing 
Care Week.  Chairman Dolhof handed the proclamations to Mr. Cayer, Lewis County 
General Health System CEO. 
 
 Chairman Dolhof declared the April 1, 2025 meeting minutes approved by 
general consent. 
 
PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR: 
 
 Mr. Mike Leviker came forward to report on a grant received for off-road 
signage aimed at improving safety on the ATV Trail System, illustrating the 
community’s struggle to balance tourism promotion with public safety. 
 
REPORT OF THE FINANCE AND RULES COMMITTEE: 
 
 The Finance and Rules Committee had met and recommended to waive the 
rules to allow action on late resolutions. 
        Signed by: Thomas Osborne 
          Jeffrey Nellenback  
          Herb Frost 
          Vincent Nortz 
Dated: May 6, 2025       Barry Lyndaker 
           



 

 

Legislator Frost moved to accept the recommendation of the Finance & Rules 
Committee, seconded by Legislator Moroughan, and carried. 
 
CLERK OF THE BOARD REPORT: 
 

The Semi-Annual Mortgage Tax Report for October 1, 2024 through March 31, 
2025, was completed and distributed to the Board of Legislators.  A warrant was 
signed in the sum of $177,789.68, which has been apportioned to the Tax Districts 
and the Treasurer’s Office has been directed to pay the respective amounts due to 
the Towns, Villages and County, pursuant to the provisions of Section 261 of the Tax 
Law.     

 
APPORTIONMENT OF MORTGAGE TAX 
October 1, 2024 through March 31, 2025 

 
          KEY            VALUATION               AMOUNT 
Town of Croghan 

 
470,644,948 10,784.08 

Village of Croghan 0.027797337 26,165,353 308.34    
11,092.42     

Town of Denmark 
 

402,570,674 24,422.41 
Village of Castorland 0.026542874 21,370,766 712.69 
Village of Copenhagen 0.063891178 51,441,429 1,715.52    

26,850.62     

Town of Diana 
 

258,867,597 16,046.73     

Town of Greig 
 

347,506,563 15,801.69     

Town of Harrisburg 
 

160,948,204 479.10     

Town of Lewis 
 

128,002,365 7,335.47     

Town of Leyden 
 

152,202,383 7,557.68 
Village of Port Leyden 0.062716565 19,091,221 505.71    

8,063.39     

Town of Lowville 
 

532,422,837 22,698.27 
Village of Lowville 0.281590433 299,850,354 8,896.89    

31,595.16     

Town of Lyonsdale 
 

161,075,345 4,097.65 



 

 

Village of Lyons Falls 0.040467381 13,036,595 178.25 
Village of Port Leyden 0.029242419 9,420,466 128.80    

4,404.70     

Town of Martinsburg 
 

313,833,769 5,701.19     

Town of Montague 
 

57,734,479 0.00     

Town of New Bremen 
 

268,040,262 13,270.96 
Village of Croghan 0.037452321 20,077,460 516.37    

13,787.33     

Town of Osceola 
 

81,295,815 1,900.23     

Town of Pinckney 
 

57,506,683 2,689.26     

Town of Turin 
 

157,908,683 3,859.82 
Village of Turin 0.062968551 19,886,562 259.38    

4,119.20     

Town of Watson 
 

307,345,147 18,375.10     

Town of West Turin 
 

225,211,793 8,106.65 
Village of Constableville 0.050741309 22,855,082 484.48 
Village of Lyons Falls 0.100223496 45,143,026 956.94    

9,548.07 
    
 GRAND TOTAL                 $177,789.68  
 
To County of Lewis                                $89,798.20  
 
      Thomas Osborne, Chair 
      Jeffrey Nellenback 
      Herb Frost 
      Vincent Nortz 
      Barry Lyndaker 
      Finance & Rules Committee 
 
Dated: May 7, 2025 
 

There was an application for refund or credit of Real Property Taxes 
submitted and approved for the Town of Lewis, tax map number 400.00-01-13.000.  



 

 

The NYS Old Tyme Fiddlers’ Association, Inc. sent a letter thanking the Board of 
Legislators for their generous funding appropriation.  A letter of resignation was 
submitted from Allyson Petrus regarding her appointment with the Lewis County 
Youth Bureau Advisory Board. 
 
REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES: 
 
 Legislator Osborne, Chair of the Finance & Rules Committee, reported that 
the County Manager and Treasurer are beginning to prepare for the upcoming 
budget season.  Departments will begin with meetings on personnel and technology 
needs in the first half of July, followed by meetings on capital planning and regular 
budgets for the second half of the month.  There will be a lot of time and thought 
put into making this a successful budget year.  The Health Committee is starting to 
work on new goals for next year, with efforts to create more stability within the 
fund.   
 

Legislator Moroughan, Chair of the General Services Committee, reminded 
all fellow legislators that there is a Lewis County Solid Waste & DANC Tour this 
Friday, May 9th.  Beginning at 8:30 a.m. Solid Waste Director Kip Turck will give a 
private tour of the Lowville Transfer Station and then, as a group, we will head down 
to the Rodman Landfill for a Tour by DANC of that facility at 10:00 a.m.  If you are 
attending, please make sure to wear appropriate clothing and footwear.   

 
 Legislator Moser, Chair of the Human Services Committee, reported that 
there will be Community Engagement Sessions with the New York State Office of 
Mental Health on Wednesday, May 7th from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. and Thursday, May 8th 
from 9:00 to 11:00 a.m. at the Lewis-Jefferson Community College Education Center 
on East Road for all community members, especially those who receive or have 
received mental health services, and those who have wanted to get services but 
haven’t.  Anyone with questions should reach out to Ann Platz, Director of 
Community Services at annaplatz@lewiscounty.ny.gov. 
 

The month of May is recognized as National Foster Care Month, a time to 
recognize and celebrate the dedication of foster parents, child welfare 
professionals, and advocates who provide stability and love to children in need.  
Social Services has planned a foster parent recognition picnic on June 18th to bring 
foster families together and express their appreciation. 

 
Legislator Nortz, legislative representative on the Lewis County General 

Hospital Board of Managers, reported that the Board of Managers met on April 30, 
2025, and during that meeting Jennifer Wendel, Chief Compliance Officer, gave an 
update on what she has been doing to bring the hospital into compliance.  The 
Hospital Foundation also gave a presentation on all the money that they have been 
able to raise through their various events over the course of the year.   
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There was a loss of $274,100.00 versus a budgeted loss of $244,956 for the 
month of March.  The year-to-date loss is $1,369,275.00 versus a budgeted loss of 
$1,143,030.00.  Acute admissions were down 16 below the budget; Observation 
were down 2 below budget; total ER visits were down 28 below budget; and 
outpatient visits were above budget by 31.    

 
Mr. Gerry Cayer, CEO, reported that the Lewis County Hospital Auxiliary 

presented him and Mr. Young with a donation of $30,000.00 in support of a new 
piece of technology in the radiology department.  The purchase was a Hologic 3D 
Dimensions mammography system featuring the Genius AI technology.  This 
cutting-edge system enhances early detection, improves diagnostic accuracy and 
provides a more comfortable experience for patients.   

 
CFO Jeffery Hellinger has started the FY2026 budget process.  The Caring 

Gene Initiative LPN Training program through BOCES has 10 students who will be 
graduating in about 6 weeks with an LPN degree.  There are eight of these LPN’s 
who will begin work at the Lewis County Health System with an 8-week orientation 
process.  By utilizing the Caring Gene Initiative, the full tuition has been paid for the 
students in exchange for a 3-year commitment to the Health System. 
 
 COUNTY MANAGER REPORT: 
 
 County Manager Tim Hunt reported that on Friday, May 2nd, Candy Akin, 
Director of Real Property was notified that the Assessor will be leaving the County.  
At this point the recommendation would be to have the county step back from the 
concept of having a county-wide assessor.  There is a high likelihood that it will be 
difficult to keep someone in the role, as they will complete training for the county and 
then leave to make more money by contracting with multiple Towns.  The Data 
Collector concept will continue to keep checks and balances that the Assessor is 
doing their job. 
 
 Earlier this year it was brought to the attention of the legislators that the 
current headcount might be too high at a full-time equivalent of 300 employees.  
Since then, through attrition and efficiencies, it has reduced the total full-time 
equivalents by 13.5.  The resolution in tonight’s packet pertaining to the Director of 
Codes, ideally would not increase our headcount if an internal candidate is selected.  
If an outstanding external candidate came forward it would increase our headcount 
by one full-time equivalent but only for one and a half years, anticipating a 
retirement.  The department has really taken on many different sectors of codes, 
from building and codes to zoning for almost all the Towns to flood plain 
management and short-term rentals. 
 
COUNTY TREASURER REPORT:     
 



 

 

 County Treasurer Eric Virkler referenced his monthly report and mentioned 
that since the writing of his report GKG, our Health Plan consultants gave an 
update on our Stop Loss Coverage that it through another carrier for a savings of 
about $450,000.  There was another handout with a Fund Balance summary that 
shows the 2023 year end versus the 2024 year end which has been completed and 
audited.  There are many nuances with reporting on fund balances.  The decrease in 
fund balance from 2023 to 2024 was $3.5 million, which is related to the higher 
than expected IGT payment in 2024 and the operational deficit for the year. 
 
 Chairman Dolhof closed the public hearings at 5:31 p.m. with no other 
comments. 
 
REPORT OF THE FINANCE AND RULES COMMITTEE: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 













































 

 

OTHER BUSINESS: 
 
 At 5:49 p.m. Legislator Nellenback moved to enter executive session on the 
promotion, demotion, and potential termination of a particular person, seconded by 
Legislator Osborne, and carried.  Legislator Nortz was excused. 
 
 At 6:27 p.m. Legislator Nellenback moved to enter regular session, seconded 
by Legislator Frost, and carried. 
 
 Discussion was had on providing statistics on accident ration on recreation 
trails that have sections of roads open as connectors; the positive impact that 
recreation has on the county and its ripple effects on the economy; finding a balance 
between recreation and safety; finding a balance on renewable energy; and looking 
at short term rentals. 
 

There being no other business to come before the Board, Legislator 
Nellenback moved to adjourn the meeting at 6:39 p.m., seconded by Legislator 
Leviker, and carried.    

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 


