
 

 

REGULAR MEETING 
                     April 1, 2025 
 

The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. by Chairman of the Board, 
Lawrence Dolhof. 
 
 Roll Call:  All Legislators were present.  There were 28 other persons present. 
 
 Chairman Dolhof asked Legislator Kalamas for the Invocation, followed by 
the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
CERTIFICATES OF RECOGNITION: 
 
 Chairman Dolhof acknowledged that there are two wrestlers in attendance 
tonight who won state titles.  Wrestling is a sport that demands not only physical 
strength but also mental toughness and discipline.  These athletes have put in 
countless hours of training, pushed themselves to their limits, and represented their 
school and community with pride.  Their achievements are testament to their 
determination and the guidance of their coaches, the support of their families, and 
the encouragement of their peers. 
 
 Patrick Grimsey of Lowville Academy and Central School compiled a 43 and 
2 record this season and has a record of 148 and 14 over his career.  He has 
competed as a four-time Frontier League Champion; four-time Section Class D 
Champion; three-time Section Three Division 2 Champion; and has competed in the 
State Tournament four times with an 8th place finish as a 9th grader in 2022, 5th 
place finish as a 10th grader in 2023, 3rd place finish as an 11th grader in 2024, and in 
2025 as a senior became the NYS Public High School Athletic Association 
Champion at 145 pounds. 
 
 Patrick is a true student-athlete as he is an accomplished student and a 
member of the National Honor Society.  This honor not only speaks well for his 
academic success, but his impeccable character and leadership skills as well.  
Patrick is the rare blend of a fierce and relentless competitor while displaying 
sportsmanship and humility at the same time.  Patrick is an exemplary young man 
and a role model for our younger students. 
 
 Kamdyn Dorchester of Carthage Central School, who resides in Lewis 
County, has compiled a 41 and 1 record this season and has a record of 128 and 26 
over his career.  He has competed as a three-time Frontier Leage Champion; two-
time Section 3 Class A Champion; two-time Section 3 Division 1 Champion; and a 5th 
place finish at the NYS Division 1 Tournament in 2024.  Throughout his career, he 
has won 15 individual tournaments.  As a senior, he was the Section 3 Division 1 
Wrestler of the Year at 285 pounds and the NYS Division 1 Champion.  Kamdyn not 
only wrestles but also was a three-year starter for the Carthage Football team and 



 

 

Lacrosse team.  He earned all-state honors as a junior and senior.  Kamdyn is part of 
the National Honor Society and JROTC program.  He plans to major in education and 
continue his wrestling career in college. 
  
 The Board of Legislators wants to wish both of you the very best in your 
future endeavors.  Continue to work hard, lead by example, and inspire those who 
will follow in your footsteps. 
 
PROCLAMATION: 
 
 The Clerk of the Board read a proclamation commemorating April as Fair 
Housing Month.  Chairman Dolhof handed the proclamation to Ms. Carole Dunbar of 
Good Morning Realty. 
 
 Chairman Dolhof declared the March 4, 2025 meeting minutes approved by 
general consent. 
 
REPORT OF THE FINANCE AND RULES COMMITTEE: 
 
 The Finance and Rules Committee had met and recommended to waive the 
rules to allow action on late resolutions. 
        Signed by: Thomas Osborne 
          Jeffrey Nellenback  
          Herb Frost 
          Vincent Nortz 
Dated: April 1, 2025       Barry Lyndaker 
           

Legislator Frost moved to accept the recommendation of the Finance & Rules 
Committee, seconded by Legislator Moroughan, and carried. 
 
CLERK OF THE BOARD REPORT: 
 

The quarterly occupancy tax report was distributed to all legislators.  The 
Lewis County Humane Society sent a letter thanking the board for the 2025 
appropriation they received.  Real Property submitted an approved application for 
refund or credit of real property taxes for tax map number 304.00-01-14.110 in the 
Town of Turin.   

 
There were several adopted resolutions received from Orleans County: 
 

• Calling for the immediate rescinding and reversal of the New York State 
Governor’s Executive Order No. 47.3 prohibiting counties from hiring 
terminated New York State Department of Corrections and Community 
Supervision individuals. 
 



 

 

• Calling for repeal of the New York State Humane Alternatives to long-term 
solitary confinement act, which was also sent by Greene County. 

 
• Encouraging Governor Kathy Hochul and the New York State Legislature to 

increase the Medication-Assisted Treatment (MAT) budget allocation for 
county jails. 
 

• Support for changes to New York’s Discovery Laws proposed in Governor 
Hochul’s fiscal year 2026 Executive Budget. 

 
• Encouraging the State Legislature and Governor to enact technical edits to 

components of the Raise the Age Law. 
 

• Urging the Governor and relevant State agencies to work with counties to 
ensure implementation of pending short term rental legislation includes a 
requirement for platforms that facilitate short-term rentals provide 
information to the State and counties in a uniform format that is easily 
transferable to local government data system needs. 

 
• Calling on New York’s Congressional Delegation to preserve the federal tax 

exemption for municipal bonds. 
 

• Urging New York State to fund state-mandated agricultural district reviews. 
 

• Calling on the Governor and Legislature to reform E-waste recycling to 
provide relief to local governments and protect New York’s natural resources. 

 
• Urging the Governor and State Lawmakers to add counties as eligible for 

funding under the New York State touring routes program. 
 

• Calling for the SFY 2025-26 enacted budget to include reforms for 
determining the capacity of a defendant to stand trial. 

• Urging the Governor and Legislature to become true partners in addressing 
homelessness by focusing on rent allowance and standard need that 
includes the restoration of 50/50 cost sharing for safety net programs, and 
provide actual brick and mortar solutions by making permanent housing the 
central focus. 
 

• Urging Governor Hochul and the New York State Legislature to amend the 
proposed budget to restore funding for the FFFS program to the SFY 2025 
level and to increase State support for code blue by $20 million above the 
amount provided in the Governor’s prosed SFY 2026 budget to ensure critical 
services can be provided in code blue shelters. 

 



 

 

Rensselaer County sent an adopted resolution titled “Urging New York State 
Governor Kathy Hochul and the New York State Legislature to repeal the Halt Act 
and restore order in New York State prisons”; Oswego County sent an adopted 
resolution titled “ Directing the County Attorney to explore litigation regarding 
Executive Order 47.3 of the Governor of the State of New York concerning county 
hiring of former employees of the New York State Department of Corrections and 
Community Supervision.” 
 
 The following departments and organizations have submitted their 2024 
Annual reports: Community Services, Public Health, and Social Services. 
  
REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES: 
 
 Legislator Osborne reported that the audit firm EFPR was onsite and working 
on the annual audit.  Each legislator has been given a Quarter 1 Progress report on 
the 2025 adopted Committee Goals.  The Clerk of the Board and Director of 
Purchasing continue to make progress on the draft Employee Meal Reimbursement 
policy, which should be ready to be presented at the Finance & Rules Committee 
meeting this month. 
 
 Legislator Osborne moved to authorize renewal agreements with NYMIR 
through Eastern Shore Insurance Agency for the annual insurance policy renewals 
at a total cost of $289,330.34 effective April 5, 2025, seconded by Legislator Nortz 
and carried. 
 
 Legislator Moroughan reported that Recreation, Forestry & Parks first public 
survey for the Winter Recreation Plan closes tonight at midnight; the link to the 
survey is on the county website.  Online reservations can now be made for Singing 
Waters Campground, or you can call (315) 376-5972 to reserve the pavilion.  The 
2025 Off Highway Vehicle maps will be delivered this week but due to snow depths 
some trails are not yet open.  Trail openings will be posted on the Lewis County ATV 
Trail System Facebook page. 
 

Legislator Moroughan moved to award the bid for hot asphalt mix based on 
project location in accordance with the tabulation of all bids prepared by the 
Highway Superintendent and placed on file with the Clerk of the Board for the 
period of April 1, 2025 through March 31, 2026, seconded by Legislator Frost and 
carried. 

 
Legislator Moroughan moved to award the bid for pavement marking to 

Seneca Pavement Markings in accordance with their bid, which is placed on file 
with the Clerk of the Board for the period of April 1, 2025 through March 31, 2026, 
seconded by Legislator Kalamas and carried. 

 



 

 

Legislator Moroughan moved to award the bid for sand, crushed stone, 
gravel, and ready-mix concrete based on project location in accordance with the 
tabulation of all bids prepared by the Highway Superintendent and placed on file 
with the Clerk of the Board for the period of April 1, 2025 through March 31, 2026, 
seconded by Legislator Moser and carried. 

 
Legislator Moroughan moved to award the bid for roadside vegetation 

control to DeAngelo Contracting Services in accordance with their bid, which is 
placed on file with the Clerk of the Board for the period of April 1, 2025 through 
March 31, 2026, seconded by Legislator Osborne and carried. 
 
 Legislator Moser reported that Office For the Aging has successfully 
completed a program audit conducted by the State.  Lewis County Department of 
Social Services is joining with other organizations throughout New York to 
recognize April as National Child Abuse Prevention Month.  Now more than ever, our 
families need us – organizations, government agencies, businesses, communities, 
neighborhoods, faith-based groups, and individuals – to join together.  When we 
support families, we become a stronger, more resilient community, and children 
grow up happy, healthy and safe.  DSS will be planting 101 pinwheels at the Human 
Services Building to represent the number of children that used the services of the 
Child Advocacy Center in 2024. 
 
 Legislator Nortz reported that the Lewis County General Hospital Employee 
of the Year was Tina Bates, RN.  A Year End report showed that there were over 623 
total staff, full-time, part-time, and casuals as compared to 589 from the previous 
year.  There were 157 new hires in 2024.  There was a loss of $522,000.00 versus a 
budgeted loss of $339.61 for the month of February.  The Year-to-Date loss is 
$1,095,000 versus a budgeted loss of $898,000.  Acute Admissions were 84, which 
is ten above budget; Observations were 82, which is 33 above budget; ER visits 
were 81; Outpatient visits were below budget by 397; Occupancy was below the 
budgeted target of 65.5%; Physician Offices visits were higher in Ortho but lower in 
Family Practice, General Surgery, and Women’s Health.  It was announced that the 
meeting that CEO Jerry Cayer would be retiring effective August 3, 2026, and a 
committee has been formed to search for a new CEO.  He concluded by thanking 
the physicians and nurses at the hospital for assisting him in January when he was 
sick. 
 
 COUNTY MANAGER REPORT: 
 
 County Manager Tim Hunt referenced the report that Park Strategies had 
provided on their activities for the first quarter of 2025; Naturally Lewis monthly 
report; and First Quarter Legislative Goals report.  He has been busy working on the 
insurance issue for ATV/UTV events.  Candy Akin, Director of Real Property Taxation, 
pointed out a document called the New York Power Authority January 28th, 2025 
Strategic Plan.  In last years State budget, they increased the authority and 



 

 

responsibilities of the New York Power Authority, including owning projects.  The 
large-scale solar project in Croghan has been identified as one that NYPA would like 
to own.  The problem this creates is it would no longer be on the tax rolls because it is 
owned by the State.  Basically, last month when it was reported that the courts ruled 
in the counties favor on the assessment calculation being used on green energy 
projects, it was a small win because now the State has figured out a way to own the 
projects which means no tax benefits for the counties or Towns they are located in.  
Washington County had a solar project that NYPA now owns. 
 
 Legislator Kalamas reported that there are 19 hydro-dams; 13 solar farms; and 
468 wind turbines in Lewis County and believes what the State is doing is 
unconstitutional.  He is requesting a formal resolution opposing this at the Finance & 
Rules Committee meeting later this month.  Legislator Frost voiced his opinion that 
this is a slap in the face, to take benefits away from the communities in which these 
projects are located and that we need to stand against it.  Chairman Dolhof pointed 
out that the Maple Ridge Wind Farm pays about $4M a year in PILOT agreements.  In 
response to Legislator Nortz asking if this could affect the county’s ability to pay its’ 
bonds, Mr. Hunt responded that it could.  Mr. Hunt clarified that for right now they are 
only looking at owning new projects but eventually it could switch to existing 
projects. 
 
COUNTY TREASURER REPORT:     
 
 County Treasurer Eric Virkler referenced his monthly report and said he is 
always available for questions. 
 
REPORT OF THE FINANCE AND RULES COMMITTEE: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 





















































































 

 

OTHER BUSINESS: 
 

There being no other business to come before the Board, Legislator Nortz 
made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:03 p.m., seconded by Legislator 
Nellenback, and carried.    

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 


