
 

 

REGULAR MEETING 
                     March 4, 2025 
 

The meeting was called to order at 5:12 p.m. by Chairman of the Board, 
Lawrence Dolhof. 
 
 Roll Call:  All Legislators were present, except Legislator Nortz and 
Legislator Lyndaker who had been excused.  There were 19 other persons present. 
 
 Chairman Dolhof asked Legislator Kalamas for the Invocation, followed by 
the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING: 
 
 At 5:14 p.m., Chairman Dolhof opened the public hearing on the request and 
recommendations of the Lewis County Agricultural and Farmland Protection Board, 
for inclusion of the parcel located in the Town of Greig, Tax Map Parcel No. 291.00-
02-23.110 owned by William and Millie McLaughlin, (approximately 163.4 acres).  
 
 Chairman Dolhof declared the February 4, 2025 meeting minutes approved 
by general consent. 
 
REPORT OF THE FINANCE AND RULES COMMITTEE: 
 
 The Finance and Rules Committee had met and recommended to waive the 
rules to allow action on late resolutions. 
        Signed by: Thomas Osborne 
          Jeffrey Nellenback  
Dated: March 4, 2025       Herb Frost 
           

Legislator Moroughan moved to accept the recommendation of the Finance & 
Rules Committee, seconded by Legislator Frost, and carried. 
 
CLERK OF THE BOARD REPORT: 
 
 An application for corrected tax roll was submitted and approved for the 
Town of Diana, tax map number 013.13-01-03.110. 
 
 The following departments and organizations have submitted their 2024 
Annual reports:  Emergency Management; Naturally Lewis; Planning & Community 
Development; Purchasing; and Solid Waste. 
 
REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES: 
 



 

 

 Legislator Osborne reported that a community input meeting will be held on 
Tuesday, Marc h25th from 4:00 to 6:00 p.m. at the West Leyden Elementary School 
to review the results of the market analysis, building conditions report, and 317+ 
survey responses relative to the soon to be decommissioned school.  The Steering 
Committee will also be looking for additional community input for the reuse of the 
facility. 
 
 Legislator Osborne moved to authorize the Administrator of Lewis County 
Self-Insurance Plan to set up a Severity Fund and obtain an Employers Liability 
policy by April 1, 2025; and then cancel the Midwest WC Excess Liability policy, 
seconded by Legislator Frost, and carried. 
 
 Legislator Moroughan reported that Recreation, Forestry & Parks is currently 
seeking proposals for the sale of forest products located on approximately 72 acres 
on the Pine Grove Road in the Town of Watson. 
 

There will be two public engagement opportunities to comment on the Lewis 
County Non-Motorized Winter Recreation Mast Plan on Tuesday, March 11th, one 
from 7:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. at the Brantingham Station; and the other from 6:00 p.m. 
to 8:00 p.m. at the Pine Tree Inn.  These sessions offer opportunities for residents, 
motorized & non-motorized trail users, and stakeholders to learn more about the 
plan, share their perspectives, and contribute to the vision for sustainable and 
accessible non-motorized winter recreation.  For more information on the Lewis 
County Non-Motorized Winter Recreation Plan please visit the Lewis County 
website. 
 
 Legislator Moser reported that the Department of Social Services is 
partnering with the Cares Committee from Abundant Life Church in meeting the 
needs of community members that are involved with Social Services programs.  A 
few examples of what they have done are: plowing a client’s driveway when the 
client had no resources to do so; putting together furniture for an elderly client; 
purchasing household items for homeless that are not in our homeless closet; and 
completing spring yard work.  Abundant Life Church is willing to help in any way 
they can, and the department looks forward to working with them.  HEAP season 
has been extended until early April or until funds are no longer available.  
Applications for regular and emergency benefits are still be accepted.     
 
 Jerry Cayer, Lewis County Health System CEO, reported that a proclamation 
was issued in honor of Mrs. Irene Roggie who retired after 43 years with the 
hospital.  The Nursing Home will begin admitting new residents in mid-March.  
There was a loss of $542,900.00 reported for the month of January 2025, which is 
better than budget.  Renovations in the general surgical office are expected to be 
completed this month.  A podiatrist is expected to start in August as part of an 
Orthopedic practice.  There was a robust discussion on Medicaid and Medicare 
changes from Washington.  A Strategic Work Plan was presented to the Hospital 



 

 

Board of Managers.  A new posting went up for a Chief Information Security Officer 
with a not to exceed salary amount of $180,000.00.  Other places are filling this 
type of position for $300,000.00 or higher.  Mrs. Jennifer Wendel is the new Chief 
Compliance Officer and Director of Operations. 
 
 Mr. Cayer went on to give a brief presentation on the hospital finances and 
encourages legislators to attend any hospital meetings to learn more. 
 
 COUNTY MANAGER REPORT: 
 
 Tim Hunt reported that Larry and himself spent a day in Albany meeting with 
representatives in both houses on the UTV legislation, which was productive.  The 
County was given an award at the American Public Works Association banquet for 
the Glenfield Complete Streets project.  The NYSAC Conference was attended by 
Legislator Frost and Legislator Kalamas.  There have been continued meetings 
regarding the Hydrostor proposed projects.  County Manager Tim Hunt then yielded 
the floor to Real Property Director Candy Akin.  She explained the history of the 
States attempt of regulating the assessment on green energy projects, which 
included a model that wasn’t benefiting counties.  There was a lawsuit filed that 
stated the model being used was unconstitutional and the recent decision came back 
that the RPT Law is unconstitutional which is a huge win for the counties.  However, 
the State will likely file an appeal. 
 
COUNTY TREASURER REPORT:     
 
 Eric Virkler reported that there is an IGT supplemental payment likely due in 
the near future which may require a future resolution appropriating additional funds 
from the general fund balance to make the payment.  The increase in sales tax 
revenue could be from a better winter than in the past few years. 
 
 Chairman Dolhof closed the public hearing at 5:42 p.m. after no comments 
were made. 
 
REPORT OF THE FINANCE AND RULES COMMITTEE: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 























































































 

 

OTHER BUSINESS: 
 
 Sheriff Carpinelli addressed the Board regarding the NYS Prison System 
Strike, indicating his support of the Correction Officers.  He did explain that he has 
heard NYS will try to rehouse non-violent inmates to county jails.  He stated very 
clearly that if Lewis County is asked, he will respond with a definitive “no” as he is not 
in favor of housing state prisoners.  He also spoke about how St. Lawrence County 
sent a letter to the Correction Officers families on strike voicing their support for 
them, he asked the legislators to consider something like this. 
 

There being no other business to come before the Board, Legislator Frost 
made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 5:58 p.m., seconded by Legislator 
Nellenback, and carried.    

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 


