
 

 

REGULAR MEETING 
                     February 4, 2025 
 

The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. by Chairman of the Board, 
Lawrence Dolhof. 
 
 Roll Call:  All Legislators were present, except Legislator Osborne who had 
been excused.  There were 18 other persons present. 
 
 Chairman Dolhof asked Legislator Kalamas for the Invocation, followed by 
the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING: 
 
 At 5:01 p.m., Chairman Dolhof opened the public hearing on CDBG funding for 
community development, public infrastructure, housing, public facilities, small 
business, and economic development needs under program year 2025 NYS CDBG 
funding applications, in amounts not to exceed $1,500,000.00.  There were no 
public comments at this time. 
 
PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR: 
 
 Chairman Dolhof declared the January 7, 2025 meeting minutes approved by 
general consent. 
 
REPORT OF THE FINANCE AND RULES COMMITTEE: 
 
 The Finance and Rules Committee had met and recommended to waive the 
rules to allow action on late resolutions. 
        Signed by: Thomas Osborne 
          Jeffrey Nellenback  
          Herb Frost 
          Vincent Nortz 
Dated: February 4, 2025       Barry Lyndaker 
 

Legislator Frost moved to accept the recommendation of the Finance & Rules 
Committee, seconded by Legislator Leviker, and carried. 
 
CLERK OF THE BOARD REPORT: 
 
 An adopted resolution was received from Cortland County titled “Advocating 
for Reform and Increased Funding for New Yorks State’s Code Blue Program.”  An 
application for correction of multiple-parcel errors was received from the Town of 
Leyden based on failure to apply the water re-levies for Water District 1 and 2 onto 
the tax rolls for the three parcels.  The following applications for corrected tax roll 



 

 

were submitted and approved: Town of Croghan, tax map number 057.00-01-30.100; 
Town of Diana, tax map number 013.14-04-14.000; Town of Lyonsdale, tax map 
numbers 370.00-02-07.100 and 310.00-01-01.000. 
 
 The following departments have submitted their 2024 annual reports: 
Buildings & Grounds; County Clerk; Board of Elections; Highway; Information 
Technology; Office for the Aging; Probation; Real Property Tax; Recreation Forestry 
& Parks; and Treasurer. 
 
REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES: 
 
 Legislator Nellenback reported that the County Manager and Clerk of the 
Board have started the process for renewing county insurance policies, with the 
hopes of having a renewal quote by March 18th.  The Workers’ Compensation 
Administrator is working on an upcoming presentation about creating a Severity 
Fund instead of utilizing Excess Workers’ Compensation Liability, more to come on 
that in two weeks.  Human Resources staff continue to work on implementing the 
Neogov system and building the Learn platform, which will allow the County to 
create and assign training plans, manage training records, and allow for 
professional development of employees. 
 
 Legislator Moroughan reported Naturally Lewis is working with Recreation, 
Forestry and Parks to create and post a series of survey questions to collect for 
analysis of the strengths of the ATV system.  All snowmobile contracts have been 
processed and the crew groomed non-motorized trail in the commons for 
snowshoeing and cross-country skiing with parking available on Lowdale Road in 
the Town of Lyonsdale. 
  
  Legislator Moser reported that Office For the Aging Director Carla Hellinger 
held her first SafeTALK training, which is suicide awareness for everyone, with ten 
participants.  The next classes will be held on April 1st and July 1st.  A quest speaker 
joined the Advisory Council from LifeSpan of Greater Rochester and spoke about 
learning how to protect ourselves and resources to prevent frauds and scams. 
   
  The Jefferson and Lewis County Community Services departments have 
collaborated in the development of an RFP for Mobile Crisis Services.  The RFP 
(#25-02) can be accessed via Jefferson County’s PlanetBids Vendor Portal.  
Responses are due by 1:00 p.m. on Friday, February 14th.  
 
  Legislator Nortz reported that the Hospital Board of Manager met on January 
29th and Mary Dunn, LPN was nominated as the December Employee of the Month.  
There was a loss of $151,728 versus a budgeted gain of $32,583 for the month of 
December.  The Key Statistical Data on “Year to Date Actual” versus “Prior Year YTD 
Actual” was shared as follows: Clinic Visits increased from 56,589 in 2023 to 



 

 

64,030 in 2024; Admissions increased from 792 in 2023 to 954 in 2024; Skilled 
Nursing Facility Patient Days increased from 43,920 in 2023 to 45,136 in 2024; 
Total ER Visits increased from 11,191 in 2023 to 11,550 in 2024; and Left without 
Being Seen decreased from 313 in 2023 to 157 in 2024. 

 
Mr. Cayer reported that the year-to-date gain was $406,417 versus a 

breakeven budget.  Mrs. Ross shared certificates of appreciation that were 
presented to Lewis County Health System’s Rural Health Outcomes Team and 
Emergency Department Team: “On behalf of the Lewis County Health System 
Board of Managers Quality Team, please accept this acknowledgement of the hard 
work and effort that your entire team put into our Stroke program.  Your dedication 
and patient care have resulted in a Gold Metal Designation from the American 
Heart Association – something our entire community can be very proud of.  We 
appreciate your care and commitment and look forward to using the Stroke 
Program as a motel to improve care in other areas as well.” 
 
 COUNTY MANAGER REPORT: 
 
 Tim Hunt reported that based on the recent Federal Government activities it is 
still steady hand on the throttle here in Lewis County.  The plan is to continue to keep 
moving forward with things as usual and not react to the news cycle but only react to 
actual changes that come down.  The county has many great department heads who 
are staying aware of the situation and should be able to handle most anything that 
comes their way. 
 
COUNTY TREASURER REPORT:     
 
 Eric Virkler reported that the year end process is underway and due to being 
a modified accrual system it takes a few months to work through this process.  The 
audit form should be in at the beginning of April and should be completed with the 
report filed to the state by the end of April. 
 
REPORT OF THE FINANCE AND RULES COMMITTEE: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



























































 

 

OTHER BUSINESS: 
 
 County Attorney Joan McNichol reported on union negotiations.  She and 
Human Resources Director Caitlyn Smith have engaged with a mediator for the Road 
Patrol Unit.  They have had one session so far with another one scheduled next week.  
They did request assignment of a mediator with the Corrections Officers and 
Dispatch Unit.  There will be one last attempt to negotiate before the mediator is 
assigned.   
 
 County Manager Tim Hunt reminded that the NYSAC Conference is coming up 
at the end of February and there is one spot left for anyone wanting to attend.   
 
 Tim Hunt went on to give a brief update on the potential Hydrostor project.  
The Hydrostor Company is hoping to come to Lewis County either in the Town of 
Croghan or Town of Watson looking to build an energy storage facility, not a battery 
farm, but it uses compressed air instead.  The project is estimated at $2 billion and 
takes 5 years to build, with 700 construction jobs, and 40 full-time jobs once it is up 
and running.  This is in the very early stages with many things to learn.  This storage 
process only stores the energy for 8 hours, and cycles through 2 to 3 times a day.  
The compressor that creates the electricity to put back on the grid is only as loud as a 
normal conversation from the fence line.  There is a mine shaft that will be 8 feet 
wide and 2,000 feet down leading into a cavern the size of a football field.  Legislator 
Nortz asked if this was proven technology or something new, Tim Hunt responded 
that this company has a facility in Canada and California, but it is new technology.  
The process is 61% efficient. 
 
 Chairman Dolhof closed the public hearing at 5:33 p.m. with no public 
comment. 
 

There being no other business to come before the Board, Legislator 
Moroughan made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 5:34 p.m., seconded by 
Legislator Nellenback, and carried.    

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 


