DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITY SUBCOMMITTEE
MEETING MINUTES









Date: April 11, 2025
Location: Human Service Building
Presiding: Karen Boliver
Secretary: Anna Platz


In Person Voting Members (sign in sheet attached): Karen Boliver, Tina Cummings, Louise Fox, Erin Largett, and Mary Compo.

Other attendees: Anna Platz, Shawna Berry, Jennifer Baker, and Jeanette McKay.

The meeting was called to order at 10:05 AM. In person quorum present.	

Privilege of the Floor	
· OPWDD Education Overview is scheduled for April 29, 2025, at 1pm at NRCIL’s Lowville Office (5520 Jackson Street, Lowville, NY 13367). 
· Discussion about the Family Support Council that used to meet and be coordinated by OPWDD. Jeanette explained that the Central New York Council did not meet for quite some time but recently restarted after some reformatting. The chair is Dawn O’Hara. Jeanette also shared that there are several new people involved in the CNY group, so it would be an ideal time to get involved!
· Action - Anna will get contact information from Jeanette and send it out the whole subcommittee. 

Approval of the minutes from 12/6/24.
· Action - Motion made by Karen Boliver, seconded by Tina Cummings. All in favor.

New Business	
· Welcome, Shawna!
· Limited Exception Respite (Exceptional Limited Respite)
· The committee discussed challenges families face in accessing respite services, particularly following the transition to conflict-free case management. It was noted that the previous system allowed for easier navigation, while the current structure complicates access due to multiple approval layers. The group acknowledged the need to assess current respite opportunities and understand family needs in Lewis County, including potential waitlists. It was mentioned that many families are utilizing self-direction budgets, which may impact the demand for traditional respite services.
· Concerns were raised about inequities in service access for children with disabilities, with a participant questioning the disparity in support among families. Jeanette elaborated on recent changes to waiver eligibility criteria, which have increased frustration among families. The committee discussed the need for better support systems to prevent crises due to inadequate service access.
· Idea shared – Transition support for littles and their families (simple flow chart).
· Idea shared – Compile a list of available respite services, including the agency providing it, contact information, # available and any waitlists. 
· Specific concern shared – Lowville Academy is seeing that very few early intervention kids have OPWDD eligibility by the time they are enrolling in school. 
· Action – Tina would like to get into Lewis County school systems and maybe discuss with CSE chair people about DPAO’s referral process. Mike Lively (BOCES) coordinates meetings with all CSE chair people in Jefferson and Lewis counties. 
· Action – Tina will reach out to Advocates and determine the number of individuals they are serving in Lewis County and if they have a waitlist. 
· Action – Erin will connect with her colleagues at Kelberman and see what the timeline is for providing the service, since they are approved to provide it. 
· Action – Anna will work on getting Front Door to present at an upcoming DD Subcommittee meeting. 

Old Business
· Local Services Plan Review
· Action - After reviewing Goal 7 of the Local Services Plan, the subcommittee decided that it was still relevant/accurate and did not need to be updated. 

Project Updates
· CSB Ad Hoc Committee
· This group continues to meet regularly to discuss updating the Community Services Board Manual & Bylaws. 
· Louise suggested putting blurbs about this meeting in the newspaper so other community members know that they can attend. 
· Transition Taskforce
· Anna shared the following updates on Becky’s behalf
· The Transition Taskforce continues to utilize their list serv for sharing relevant information. 
· The Taskforce recently presented at a Long-Term Care Council meeting. 
· The next Taskforce Meeting is 4/24/2025 at 9 am. 
· Staff have been invited to attend a meeting with local leaders and school officials regarding the behavioral needs of young children. Discussion was had about the fact that even if Lewis County could get an approved program, there is a serious shortage of qualified staff and service providers. 

Agency Updates
· Anna asked that subcommittee members include any current or anticipate changes to their funding sources in all future “Agency Update” report outs. You are also welcome to email her updates in between meetings. 

Meeting adjourned at 9:40 AM. 
· Action - Motion made by Karen Boliver, seconded by Louise Fox. All in favor. 

Next Meeting:
· June 6, 2025, at 10:00 am
· Action – Anna will extend the meeting time to 11:30 am.

