
 

 

REGULAR MEETING 
November 5, 2024 

 
The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. by Chairman of the Board, 

Lawrence Dolhof. 
 
 Roll Call:  All Legislators were present. There were 10 other persons present. 
 
 Chairman Dolhof asked Legislator Kalamas for the Invocation, followed by 
the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS: 
 
 Chairman Dolhof opened the following public hearings at 5:01 p.m.:  Proposed 
addition of approximately 985 feet of multi-use trail and parking area to the Lewis 
County OHV Trail System; and proposed addition of approximately 350 feet of 
multi-use trail to the Lewis County OHV Trail System.   
 
 There were no comments at the time for either of the public hearings. 
  

Chairman Dolhof then declared the October 1st, 2024, meeting minutes 
approved by general consent. 
 
PROCLAMATION: 
 
 The Clerk of the Board read a proclamation commemorating November as 
Caregiver Recognition Month. 
 
PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR: 
 

 
 
REPORT OF THE FINANCE AND RULES COMMITTEE: 
 
 The Finance and Rules Committee had met and recommended to waive the 
rules to allow action on late resolutions. 
        Signed by: Thomas Osborne 

Jeffrey Nellenback  
          Herb Frost 
          Vincent Nortz 
Dated: November 5, 2024       Barry Lyndaker 
 

Legislator Moroughan moved to accept the recommendation of the Finance & 
Rules Committee, seconded by Legislator Nortz, and carried. 
 



 

 

CLERK OF THE BOARD REPORT: 
 
 The Semi-Annual Mortgage Tax Report for April 1, 2024 through September 
30, 2024 has been completed and distributed to the Board of Legislators.  The sum 
of $196,762.74 has been apportioned to the Tax Districts and the Treasurer’s Office 
has been directed to pay the respective amounts due to the Towns, Villages, and 
the County of Lewis, pursuant to the provisions of Section 261 of the Tax Law along 
with the signed warrant. 
 
Orleans County sent several adopted resolutions titled as follows: 

• Resolution Urging the State of New York to enact the Rescue EMS Package 
of Legislation to Strengthen our Emergency Medical Services. 

• Resolution in Support of Efforts to Improve Probation and Alternatives to 
Incarceration in New York State to protect the Public and Reduce reliance on 
prisons, jails and detention. 

• Resolution encouraging the State Legislature and Governor to Enact 
Technical Edits to Components of the Raise the Age Law 

• Resolution Supporting Proposals Including S.885-C/A.4130-C, to modernize 
New York’s Sales Tax Laws to Include the Short-Term Rental Industry and 
Urging the Governor to sign this Legislation. 

• Resolution Urging Governor Hochul to Veto S.967-A/A.1489-A, Legislation 
that would lower the penalty interest rate in tax delinquency situations and 
shift higher costs to other taxpayers. 

• Resolution calling on Governor Hochul to Include a 20 percent increase to 
State Aid for Local Government Units in the SFY 2025-26 Executive Budget 
to support County-Based Single Point of Access (SPOA) Programs 

• Resolution Urging Governor Kathy Hochul and the State Legislature to 
provide more direct State Resources to address Child Care Deserts by 
Increasing incentives to attract and train more childcare workers, boost 
retention efforts, and attract facilities in the most underserved areas 

• Supporting Operation Green Light for Active Military Service Members in 
Transition to Civilian Life 

• Resolution concerning the impacts of efforts to electrify highway 
department vehicles by adoption of the Advanced Clean Truck Rule 

 
REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES: 
 
  Legislator Osborne reported that there are ongoing contract negotiations 
with two law enforcement unions.  The County and Union continue to meet to work 
together to find ways that would help stabilize the Health Insurance Fund.  The 
Treasurer, Purchasing Director, County Manager and Clerk of the Board have 
worked together to create the Corrective Action Plan or CAP based on the State 
audit that was completed in early 2024. 
 



 

 

  Legislator Osborne moved to approve and authorize the Corrective Action 
Plan on behalf of the Lewis County Board of Legislators to be submitted to the 
State Office of the Comptroller based on their recommendations from the audit 
completed in early 2024, seconded by Legislator Moser, and carried. 
 
  Legislator Moroughan reported Solid Waste will be presenting at the 
November 19th General Services Committee meeting regarding a stronger waste 
diversion plan as well as potential tipping fee increases.  A new program has been 
started up at Solid Waste where they will accept paint once a month April through 
November at no cost to the resident.  The Road Efficiency Task Force will be re-
engaging soon after waiting on some legal research and recommendations from the 
County Attorney. 
 
  Legislator Moser reported that the Community Services Director has put in 
her notice for retirement and there will be ongoing efforts to re-fill that key position 
in the upcoming months.  Casandra Buell, Director of Planning & Community 
Development is working on putting together a Housing Task Force including several 
department heads as well as outside agency members to explore the housing crisis 
in Lewis County. 
 
  Legislator Nortz, the Legislative representative on the Hospital Board of 
Managers reported that last month there was a loss of $337,454.00 versus a 
budgeted loss of $43,148.00.  The year-to-date gain is $2,366,410.00 versus a 
budgeted loss of $113,618.00.  The 2025 hospital budget is included in the packet 
that was handed out.  Union negotiations continue.  The current CNA class will be 
graduating eleven (11) students on Friday, November 1st.  To date, nine of the eleven 
students have successfully become certified nursing assistants.  The next CNA 
class will begin on Tuesday, November 5th with eight (8) students.  The August 
Employee of the Month was Gina Houppert, RN and the September Employee of the 
Month was Lisa Widrick, Food Service Helper. 
 
 COUNTY MANAGER REPORT: 
 
 Tim Hunt began by thanking our Board of Election Commissioners and all the 
others involved in Election Day.  It is the hundred-year anniversary of NYSAC in 
2025 and in preparation for that NYSAC is asking all counties to submit a county 
flag that will be on display in Albany.  Tim explained that the current county flag is 
using an old logo, and he would like to recommend going with an updated version 
that uses our new branding and logo. 
 
 Legislator Kalamas made a motion to approve and accept the new design for 
the Lewis County flag, seconded by Legislator Moroughan, and carried. 
 
 The 2025 Tentative Budget has been handed out to each of the legislators 
for review.  If anyone has any changes or amendments, please reach out to the 



 

 

County Attorney and Clerk of the Board before November 26th so they can prepare a 
resolution.  The 2025 Tentative Budget is available online at the county’s website or 
you can request a copy from the Clerk of the Board.  The tax rate is lowering by 1% 
but the overall budget is exceeding the New York State Tax cap of 2%.   
 
COUNTY TREASURER REPORT: 
 
  Eric Virkler reported that there is a missing page in the Tentative Budget 
which he will make sure to give all legislators before they leave tonight.  He 
explained that the calculation for the tax cap is rather complicated and gets 
submitted to New York State.  It was reviewed in July and it was looking like the tax 
cap would be exceeded.   
 
 Chairman Dolhof called for a short recess at 5:20 p.m. for approximately 15 
minutes. 
 
 Chairman Dolhof called the meeting back to order and then closed all the 
public hearings at 5:33 p.m. without any further public comments. 
 
REPORT OF THE FINANCE AND RULES COMMITTEE: 
 
 
 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

























































































 

 

OTHER BUSINESS: 
 
 Legislator Frost moved to enter executive session at 5:37 p.m. for labor 
negotiation updates, seconded by Legislator Nellenback, carried. 
 
 Legislator Nellenback moved to enter regular session at 6:18 p.m., seconded 
by Legislator Osborne, and carried 
 

There being no other business to come before the Board, Legislator 
Nellenback made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:19 p.m., seconded by 
Legislator Moroughan, and carried.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


