
 

 

REGULAR MEETING 
September 3, 2024 

 
The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. by Chairman of the Board, 

Lawrence Dolhof. 
 
 Roll Call:  All Legislators were present. There were 17 other persons present. 
 
 Chairman Dolhof asked Legislator Kalamas for the Invocation, followed by 
the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS: 
 
 Chairman Dolhof opened the following public hearings at 5:01 p.m.:  Proposed 
Local Law entitled “Local Law Amending Local Law 2-2020 Providing for the Partial 
Exemption of Certain Real Property Owned by Persons 65 Years of Age or Over”; 
Potential conflict of interest and requested waiver posed by Snow Belt Housing 
Company, Inc. and the otherwise eligible CDBG housing rehabilitation applicants; 
and Proposed addition of approximately 0.26 miles of muti-use trail to the Lewis 
County OHV Trail System.  
 
 Jaylyn Heames, Executive Director of Snow Belt Housing, Inc. stated that the 
conflict of interest provisions outlined in 24 CFR 570.489 (section h) apply to this 
situation because Snow Belt Housing Co. Inc. is the sub-recipient of Lewis County 
CDBG funds under grant 636HR300-23 and has an active employee who has 
applied for housing rehabilitation grant funding and is considered a covered person.  
According to the cited regulations there are 7 factors that should be cumulatively 
considered whenever applicable in order for the State to determine if an exemption 
will be granted.  All factors have been reviewed by the Snow Belt Housing Co. Inc. 
Board of Directors. 
 
 The employee is not a contractor who would receive grant funding under this 
project, they are applying as a homeowner who is in need of critical housing repairs 
to their heating system, roof and windows.  The employee qualifies as a low-
moderate income (LMI) household, has a residence located in Lewis County that 
would benefit from CDBG rehabilitation funding, and the exception will permit the 
employee to benefit from the same services offered to others in the same group.  
The household consists of 2 employed adults and 3 children and is requesting grant 
funding in order to safely remain in the home.   
 
 The employee does not supervise any tasks related to the rehabilitation 
program, nor are there any decision-making responsibilities related to the 
rehabilitation program.  Snow Belt Housing has been an administrator of 
rehabilitation programs for over 20 years and was awarded the current CDBG 2023 
grant in December of 2023; therefore, there has been funding available prior to the 



 

 

employee submitting an application for services in January 2023, and there will be 
funding available after the project is complete.  There is no foreseeable hardship 
related to the municipality or public interest if the project is approved, however 
denial of this project would be detrimental to a LMI household because further 
deterioration of the roof and/or heating system could result in the family being 
displaced.  Snow Belt is asking the County and the State to consider that awarding 
the funds to this family is consistent with program goals and accepting this 
application did not exclude any other eligible applicants from being awarded during 
his funding period. 
 
 There were no other comments on any of the public hearings. 
  

Chairman Dolhof then declared the August 6, 2024, meeting minutes 
approved by general consent. 
 
REPORT OF THE FINANCE AND RULES COMMITTEE: 
 
 The Finance and Rules Committee had met and recommended to waive the 
rules to allow action on late resolutions. 
        Signed by: Thomas Osborne 

Jeffrey Nellenback  
          Herb Frost 
          Vincent Nortz 
Dated: September 3, 2024      Barry Lyndaker 
 

Legislator Frost moved to accept the recommendation of the Finance & Rules 
Committee, seconded by Legislator Nortz, and carried. 
 
CLERK OF THE BOARD REPORT: 
 

The 2025 Workers’ Compensation budget was completed and mailed out to 
participating entities last week.  The current County Manager and the incoming 
County Manager have been registered to attend the NYSAC Fall Seminar in 
Monticello, New York.  The Lewis County Industrial Development Agency submitted 
information on the public hearing set for August 26th, 2024 at 1:00 p.m. regarding 
the application for the Red Barn Meats, Inc. project.  There were no resolutions 
received from other counties last month. 
 
REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES: 
 

Legislator Osborne, Chair of the Finance & Rules Committee, reported the 
DMV had a total of 2,224 in-office transactions for the month of July and 1,309 
online transactions.  The online transactions brought in an additional $7,591.48 in 
revenue.  The County Clerk’s Office successfully back scanned 119 old Certificates 
of Incorporation for the public computers and online record access.  Ryan Piche, Tim 



 

 

Hunt, and Eric Virkler met with County Clerk Jake Moser on July 29th to review his 
part of the 2025 budget. 
 

Legislator Moroughan, Chair of the General Services Committee, reported 
Buildings & Grounds had completed 59 work orders during the month of July.  The 
generator service contract with Kinsley power has been updated to include 
Highway, Outdoor Services & DMV.  There will be a mechanical HVAC service 
contract with Climate Control Mechanical for all the new buildings soon.  Dale Hall 
has retired after 7 years, and Rick Gardner will be his replacement.  Staff has been 
able to tackle a few projects at the PSB by upgrading three (3) rooms with paint and 
new ceiling tiles.  The installation of additional AC units at the DMV/BOE building 
has begun and will be completed soon.   
 

Legislator Moser, Chair of the Human Services Committee, reported Office 
For the Aging had 209 clients who have received 4,173 home delivered meals; 74 
people attended the community dining sites; 19 clients chose takeout meals; 182 
people attended the restaurant dining site; 88 clients hose takeout meals; 25 
Respite Café meals were served; and no one needed nutrition counseling. Respite 
Café attendance for July was 23 clients, for a combined total of 92 respite hours.  
Health Insurance Counseling served 36 clients.  NY Connects has served 128 clients 
with information and referrals.  There are 54 clients using the Personal Emergency 
Response devices. 

 
Legislator Moser moved to authorize Public Health employees Stephanie 

Houser-Fouse and Mackenzie Brayman-Purcell to attend the National Conference 
on Emergency Preparedness in San Antonio Texas from Monday April 28th through 
Friday May 2nd, 2025, with expenses being covered by Public Health Emergency 
Preparedness grant funding, seconded by Legislator Kalamas, and carried. 
 

Legislator Nortz, Legislative Representative on the Hospital Board of 
Managers, reported that there was a loss of $597,023.00 versus a budgeted gain of 
$465,844.00 for the month of July.  The year-to-date gain is $3,111,962.00 versus a 
budgeted loss of $637,083.00.  There are 28 staff members on campus who are 
travel nurses: 14 in the nursing home and 14 on the acute side.  There are 12 
students enrolled in the CNA class that starts September 4, 2024.  A new Nurse 
Practitioner was introduced, Josh Purcell, and are actively recruiting two Family 
Practice providers.   

 
The BOCES LPN program has 6 students in it this year.  Governor Kathy 

Hochul recently announced a $646 million grant that will be available to recruit and 
train health care workers.  Each student’s tuition will be covered by the grant as 
well as the next cohort of students starting in January 2025.  Ms. Tiffany Murray, 
RN was introduced as the new Interim Director of Nursing. 

 



 

 

Mr. Cayer gave a brief presentation on the flood damage up at the hospital.  
Most of the flooding came in through the ED Parking Lot and eventually traveled 
down into the Village.  He thanked Tim Hunt and John Reed for their assistance with 
trying to mitigate the issues.  A holding area for water and two grades to help slow 
the water down were created by John Reed.  Quite a bit of stone was brought in for 
the retainage area and a 30-inch drainage pipe.  These items should help mitigate 
heavy rainfall in the future, so it doesn’t overwhelm the Village below.  Mr. Cayer 
showed several slides showing the work that was done. 
 
 COUNTY MANAGER REPORT: 
 
 Ryan Piche reported that his last day in the Office will be September 11th, 
which happens to also be the grand opening of the Singing Waters Park at 11:00 
a.m.  He thanked the Board of Legislators for working with him over the past several 
years and felt strongly that everyone who was in elected office was here for the 
right reasons.  He was thankful for the incredible staff he had the opportunity to 
work with.  Lewis County has not become a bureaucracy, everyone has been nimble 
to get things done.  The Office staff has been integral every day and Department 
Heads have built such great friendships with him.  The Community has been 
fantastic and supportive, which has always made him feel inclusive.  He thanked 
County Attorney Joan McNichol for working with him every day and making things 
fun, and Chairman Dolhof for his ability to make things possible with the Board of 
Legislators.  Over the last 7 years there have been so many accomplishments.  
Although he is leaving and going to Jefferson County, he will always be around to 
meet up with anyone who wants to. 
 
 Legislator Osborne thanked Ryan and appreciated everything he has done, 
wishing him the best of luck and to keep in touch.  Chairman Dolhof voiced his 
opinion that his time with Ryan as county manager has been a good experience, 
accomplishing so much and making efficiencies that were needed.  He wished Ryan 
the best of luck. 
 
COUNTY TREASURER REPORT: 
 
 Eric Virkler reported that he is knee deep in budget activity and will hopefully 
be wrapping it up over the next month.  He thanked Ryan for his knowledge in 
government.  Legislator Nortz questioned about the Health Insurance Committee, 
Eric responded that the Committee has met with the CSEA group about changes 
and proposals.  The next meeting is scheduled in a couple of weeks.  Legislator 
Nortz questioned about the Broome County Alliance, Eric responded that there isn’t 
much information at this point other than they had to send out an RFP because 
there three-year contract with United Health Crae was expiring.  A new is likely to 
be chosen but the Broome County Board has to approve it.  More information will be 
out as it is known. 
 



 

 

 Chairman Dolhof closed all the public hearings at 5:34 p.m. without any 
further public comments. 
 
REPORT OF THE FINANCE AND RULES COMMITTEE: 
 
 
 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



































































































 

 

OTHER BUSINESS: 
 

There being no other business to come before the Board, Legislator Frost 
made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 5:40 p.m., seconded by Legislator 
Nellenback, and carried.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


