
 

 

REGULAR MEETING 
July 2, 2024 

 
The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. by Chairman of the Board, 

Lawrence Dolhof. 
 
 Roll Call:  All Legislators were present. There were 14 other persons present. 
 
 Chairman Dolhof asked Legislator Kalamas for the Invocation, followed by 
the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING: 
 
 Chairman Dolhof opened the public hearing on A Local Law amending Local 
Law 2-2021: To extend the authorization of 12- and 13-year-old licensed hunters to 
hunt deer with a firearm or crossbow during hunting season with the supervision of 
a licensed adult pursuant to Environmental Conservation Law §11-0935 at 5:02 p.m. 
  

Chairman Dolhof then declared the June 4, 2024, meeting minutes approved 
by general consent. 
 
PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR: 
 
 Mr. Mike Leviker, president of the Black River Valley Four Wheeler Club 
based in Brantingham, New York, was pleased to announce that the club recently 
received a $6,000.00 grant from the Yamaha Outdoor Access Initiative program.  
This award will be used to improve off-road trail signage.  The funding will go 
towards installing proper name signs, parking lot kiosks, destination signs, and 
replacing traffic control signs. 
 
 The improved signage will be implemented on off-road trails in the Lewis 
County’s reforestation area called the Commons, comprising the townships of Greig 
and Lyonsdale.  Off-road trails will include off the Middle Road, Fish Creek Road, 
Lyons Falls Road, Burdicks Crossing Road, and the railroad bed used for OHV riding 
from Lyons Falls to Glenfield.  Proper signage will ensure that riders stay on 
designated trails and can accurately report emergencies to 911.  Additionally, riders 
will be able to coordinate their ATV maps and/or GPS devices with the signage. 
 
 The Black River Vallery Four Wheeler Club is very grateful to Yamaha for 
considering the club for this award; support from Watertown Yamaha Power Sports; 
and technical assistance from Lewis County Recreation, Forestry & Parks Office.  
Mr. Leviker then showed everyone a blown-up copy of the check.  There will be a lot 
of work involved as most of the trails don’t have names and will need to be named.  
He concluded by letting the board know that through the Youth Board he was able 
to get funding to purchase carabiners for students who complete snowmobile and 



 

 

boating safety classes, hopefully he will be able to begin ATV safety classes soon.  
He brought a carabiner for each legislator.  In response to Chairman Dolhof, Mr. 
Leviker verified that he will be working with Recreation, Forestry & Parks Director 
Jackie Mahoney on this project. 
 
REPORT OF THE FINANCE AND RULES COMMITTEE: 
 
 The Finance and Rules Committee had met and recommended to waive the 
rules to allow action on late resolutions. 
        Signed by: Thomas Osborne 

Jeffrey Nellenback  
          Herb Frost 
          Vincent Nortz 
Dated: July 2, 2024        Barry Lyndaker 
 

Legislator Moser moved to accept the recommendation of the Finance & 
Rules Committee, seconded by Legislator Moroughan, and carried. 
 
CLERK OF THE BOARD REPORT: 
 

The Clerk of the Board reported that the Board of Legislators received three 
adopted resolutions from Cattaraugus County titled as follows: “Applauding NRA’s 
Victory in Scotus Decision and Condemning New York State”; “Condemning State 
and Federal Elected Officials for Allowing Electric Vehicles to go Untaxed at the 
Same Rate as Fuel-Powered Vehicles”; and “Urging New York State Public Service 
Commission to Reject National Grid’s Proposed Rate Increases for Electric and 
Natural Gas”. 

 
Another adopted resolution was received from Franklin County titled “Calling 

on Members of The New York State Senate and Assembly to Reform the State’s 
Competency Restoration Process and Support the Passage of S.1874/A.5063 in the 
2024 Legislative Session”.  Yates County submitted an adopted resolution titled 
“Opposing Senate Bill S8461B, Proposed Shooting Range Restrictions”.  
 
REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES: 
 

Legislator Osborne, Chair of the Finance & Rules Committee, reported that 
the Real Property Tax Services Department has been entering grievance day 
changes into the Real Property System and will update the county taxable value 
one all changes have been submitted.  Real Property Director Candy Akin gave a 
presentation to Town Supervisor’s and Mayor’s recently for County assessing and 
data collection services, which was well received with several towns showing 
interest in the services.  Real Property System Specialist has submitted her 
resignation, so Candy is working with Human Resources to refill the position as 
soon as possible.  Village tax rolls and bills have been created and mailed. 



 

 

  
Legislator Osborne moved to authorize closing non-essential county offices 

on Wednesday, August 7th from 2:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. for employee appreciation 
and recognition event, seconded by Legislator Frost, and carried. 
 

Legislator Moroughan, Chair of the General Services Committee, reported 
that the Emergency Management Department has been busy.  There are 11 students 
enrolled in the A-EMT class currently.  Three students passed the Basic EMT rapid 
refresher class and need to schedule their final exam.  Planning has begun for the 
EMS volunteers needed for the Lewis County Fair command trailer.  The new 
Certified First Responders and Basic EMTs program for BOCES will begin this fall.  
The next Lewis County Local Emergency Planning Committee meeting is scheduled 
for July 22, 2024, held at the Lewis County-JCC Education Center.   
 

Legislator Moser, Chair of the Human Services Committee, reported that the 
Youth Bureau received a $500.00 donation from the Lowville American Legion to 
support National Night Out, which is scheduled for August 23rd from 5:30 to 7:30 
pm at the Fairgrounds.  Summer Youth Employment has received 117 applications, 
however limited funding will only allow Social Services to employ approximately 50 
youth this summer at various job sites throughout the county.  The above ceiling 
insulation work has been completed on the Social Services side of the building, 
which was done with the cooperation and help of the staff.  EBT cards for SNAP 
benefits were transitioned to a new vendor statewide which required additional 
work on fiscal staff to convert systems and process reconciliations. 

 
Legislator Nortz, Legislative Representative on the Hospital Board of 

Managers, reported the May Employee of the Month was Ginny Stogsdill, Senior 
Custodial Worker.  There was a gain of $337,860.00 versus a budgeted gain of 
$136,459.00 for the month of May.  The year-to-date gain is $1,882,527.00 versus a 
budgeted loss of $1,057,630.00.  It was noted that outpatient General Surgery did 
experience a $809,000.00 loss in the month of May due to less surgeries than 
budgeted in both OB/GYN and General Surgery however, Lab and Radiology 
experienced a $1,000,000.00 gain.  There have been 30 births to date in Maternity, 
with an average of 10 births per month. 

 
The Hospital Building and Grounds Committee’s monthly Architect/Engineer 

report prepared by BCA was shared with the members of the Board of Managers 
and was discussed in more detail on Monday, June 24th.  Mr. Musnicki, Chair of the 
Hospital Building and Grounds Committee had shared the final punch list items for 
the project, and that they are in the final payment stages to the contractors.  The 
Friends of Lewis County Hospice donated $125,000.00 to Lewis County Hospice 
which was tremendous.   

 
The LPN Program through Jeff-Lewis BOCES is being unveiled and they are 

working on finalizing the list of equipment needed for the program.  They are also 



 

 

working with a financial aid person to explain the financial aid process.  The Work 
Force Program increased eligibility for the program by increasing the starting 
hourly rate for CNA’s up to $21.00 - $25.00.  A contract extension for Mr. Cayer, 
CEO of the Hospital, was approved. 
 
 COUNTY MANAGER REPORT: 
 
 Ryan Piche reported that preparation of the 2025 Budget has kicked off with 
departments beginning to enter in their requests.  Most all departments have met 
with Brian Hanno on their Capital Equipment and project requests.  This year they are 
required to meet with Brian Hanno for Capital requests and Caitlyn Smith for 
personnel requests prior to meeting with Eric Virkler and himself at the end of July.  
The plan is to have a presentation and discussion at the September Committee 
meeting regarding Personnel and Capital requests. 
 
COUNTY TREASURER REPORT:     
 
 Eric Virkler referenced his written report.  The budget process is just getting 
started.  The Office of the State Comptroller (OSC) Audit written response has been 
submitted this afternoon, which will then prompt them to issue their report.  The 
County then has ninety days to submit a corrective action plan, which should be 
relatively simple.  The Health Insurance Fund balance is still in a deficit but there 
are discussions being had about what can be done to change that. 
 
REPORT OF THE FINANCE AND RULES COMMITTEE: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

RESOLUTIONS: 
 
 Chairman Dolhof stated that due to the number of resolutions that will be 
pulled out of the consent resolutions, it makes sense to just address each resolution 
separately.  Resolution No. 121-2024 will be skipped temporarily until the public 
hearing can be closed, at which time it will be re-addressed for adoption. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 







































































 

 

RESOLUTIONS (cont.) 
 
 Chairman Dolhof closed the public hearing at 5:36 p.m. as there were no public 
comments.  Resolution No. 121-2024 was then addressed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 







 

 

OTHER BUSINESS: 
 

There being no other business to come before the Board, Legislator Frost 
made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:37 p.m., seconded by Legislator 
Nellenback, and carried.    

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 


