
 

 

REGULAR MEETING 
June 4, 2024 

 
The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. by Chairman of the Board, 

Lawrence Dolhof. 
 
 Roll Call:  All Legislators were present, except Legislators Nortz & Moser who 
had been excused.  There were 20 other persons present. 
 
 Chairman Dolhof asked Legislator Kalamas for the Invocation, followed by 
the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
CERTIFICTAES OF RECOGNITION: 
 
 Chairman Dolhof introduced RiverEdge Dairy, Markham Harvesting, and 
Moserdale Dairy, LLC as this year’s recipients of the 2024 Century Farm Award.  
These recognitions are particularly important to us in Lewis County as farming and 
agriculture has been the backbone of the county since its formation.  There are 
many challenges and struggles that farmers deal with.  Keeping a farm alive 
through several generations is no easy task, it is a 24/7 job complicated not only by 
the economics but also the sacrifices of time away from family.   
 
 Those who are unaware of the importance of agriculture in our community 
only have to drive by the Kraft Heinz plant in Lowville because that is the ultimate 
example of added value to locally produced milk.  That facility alone is home to 400 
jobs, all created because this is where the milk is.  Congratulations and thank you 
not only to these three farms but to all farmers out there for keeping the heritage 
alive and continuing forward to the future. 
 
 There was a short video played recognizing the history of each of the three 
farms for continuous operation by the same family on the same property for over 
100 years.  Certificates of Recognition were presented to each Family present. 
 
PROCLAMATION: 
 
 The Clerk of the Board read proclamation proclaiming that June is Dairy 
Month in Lewis County.  Chairman Dolhof introduced Dairy Princess Evelyn and 
Ambassador Zoey.  The Lewis County Dairy promotion program is open to Lewis 
County youth aged 7 to 21.  For those who are interested in promoting Lewis 
County’s number one industry this Sunday they will be hosting the 60th annual 
Lewis County Dairy Princess or Prince pageant at the 3G fire hall in Glenfield.  Dairy 
Princess Evelyn will giving her final address, having focused on educating school 
children and public on the benefits of dairy products in their diets.  This year several 
new members and several returning members will be welcomed to the promotion 



 

 

team.  Princess Evelyn and Ambassador Zoey came forward to accept the 
proclamation.   
 
 Legislator Frost, from Harrisville, extended heartfelt gratitude to Cheryl 
Luther for her dedicated service.  Each year around Memorial Day, American flags 
are placed on the headstones of our veterans, a tradition that has been upheld for 
decades this meaningful act of remembrance was initiated by Cheryl’s father 
Donald Fraiser a veteran himself.  Cheryl has graciously continued this tradition 
ensuring that our veterans are honored and remembered for their services and 
sacrifice.  Thank you, Cheryl, for your unwavering commitment and keeping this 
important tradition alive, your efforts do not go unnoticed an are deeply 
appreciated by all of us.   
  

Chairman Dolhof declared the May 7, 2024 meeting minutes approved by 
general consent. 
 
REPORT OF THE FINANCE AND RULES COMMITTEE: 
 
 The Finance and Rules Committee had met and recommended to waive the 
rules to allow action on late resolutions. 
        Signed by: Thomas Osborne 

Jeffrey Nellenback  
          Herb Frost 
Dated: June 4, 2024       Barry Lyndaker 
 

Legislator Leviker moved to accept the recommendation of the Finance & 
Rules Committee, seconded by Legislator Moroughan, and carried. 
 
CLERK OF THE BOARD REPORT: 
 

The Board of Legislators received three adopted resolutions from 
Cattaraugus County titled as follows: “Condemning the State of New York for 
including Part O of the Governor’s Article VII Revenue Bill regarding the siting of 
major electric transmission facilities, also known as the “Rapid” Act, in the Fiscal 
Year 2024-2025 Budget”; “Urging the State of New York to enact the Rescue EMS 
Package of legislation to strengthen our Emergency Medical Services”, which was 
also received by Columbia County, Greene County, and Yates County; and 
“Opposing Senate Bill 8461B Establishing the “Sporting Range Good Neighbor Act” 

 
Another adopted resolution was received from Greene County titled “Calling 

on the Governor and Legislature to support Community Colleges, urging then to 
develop an equitable county chargeback formula, and urging them to take over the 
cost of health insurance for Community Colleges as they do for Four Year SUNY 
schools”, which was also received from Orleans County.  Orleans County submitted 
another adopted resolution titled “Supporting the passage of the States 



 

 

competency restoration process bill in the 2024 legislation session”.  Yates County 
submitted an adopted resolution titles “Recommending review and revision to NYS 
Bail Elimination Act of 2019.” 
 
REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES: 
 

Legislator Osborne reported that the Planning & Community Development 
Department are preparing three (3) Restore NY Grant Applications for the Town of 
Lowville, Village of Lyons Falls, and Lewis County.  In broadband DANC is working 
to finalize the dark fiber build-out for the NBRC Catalyst Project and Lewis County 
was awarded $125,000.00 NYS DEC Adirondack Smart Growth Grant for a build-
out.  The department is assisting the Village of Croghan with the establishment of a 
zoning law for their municipality and held the first Zoning Commission kick-off 
meeting.  Tiffanie Sadowski has joined the team as the new Community 
Development Program Specialist and is working on Public Transportation.  
 
 Legislator Osborne asked the County Attorney Joan McNichol to recap the 
brief history and action the Board has taken regarding Part N of State Fiscal Year 
24 Executive Revenue Budget which essentially mandates the use of a State 
appraisal model in determining the assessed value of solar and wind energy 
development systems. 
 
 County Attorney Joan McNichol began by referencing Real Property Tax Law 
575b which was added under Part N of the Governor’s bill that was passed in 2021 
without any debate or public comments on the effect of that bill.  Essentially that 
bill requires that solar and wind power generated facilities be assessed according 
to a new formula model that was created by the Department of Taxation and 
Finance using a discounted cash flow methodology of assessing the value of the 
properties but alas with no indication of what the actual methodology was or the 
algorithms they used to establish that model.   
 

You may recall back in 2023 when Real Property Tax Director Candy Akin 
gave a little update on this and indicated how it adversely impacts some of the 
assessed values in the Towns where these wind and solar projects are.  In fact they 
can negatively impact some of the PILOTs that the County has entered into with the 
developers.  Attorney Dylan Harris brought action in Albany County in 2022 and 
brought a motion with a temporary restraining order to stop the state from 
implementing that new assessment value.  He was successful in getting that TRO 
established but what the state did after was to change the law and amend the 
State Administrative Procedures Act to address one the issues that Mr. Harris had 
brought up in the TRO and lawsuit, which basically rendered it moot. 

 
At that time the Lewis County Board of Legislators passed Resolution No. 

63-2023 showing their opposition to Part N of the State Budget and the appraisal 
model being used.  In March 2023, Legislator Moser made a motion before the 



 

 

Finance & Rules Committee to request $10,000.00 from legislative contingency to 
be used toward the legal expenses of Mr. Harris’s case for any of our Town Officials 
who would like to join into the action.  In 2023, County Manager Ryan Piche 
earmarked $20,000.00 for another lawsuit that Mr. Harris was going to bring on 
behalf of those Towns.  Another Resolution was adopted in December of 2023 to 
specify that the funds would be used for Lewis County Town Officials and 
Assessors who might want to join the lawsuit.   

 
The current lawsuit is in Article 78 and declaratory judgement on behalf of 

several Town Officials from Schoharie County asserting that 575b is 
unconstitutional and infringes on the rights of the local municipalities to determine 
assessed values on properties in their jurisdiction.  Recently during discussion with 
Town Officials, it was suggested that the Boards approval of up to $20,000.00 
towards the legal fee would not be sufficient and requested that the Board increase 
it up to $30,000.00. 
 

Legislator Osborne moved to authorize an additional $10,000.00 to be 
appropriated from Planning & Community Development Department Land Use 
Planning Policies account line, and available for legal fee reimbursements to 
Whiteman, Osterman & Hanna, LLP o/b/o Lewis County Town officials who sign on 
to the lawsuit brought by individual Schoharie Town officials against the State to 
challenge the adoption of state-mandated model appraisals for wind and solar 
systems in local municipalities.  This additional appropriation will increase the 
amount set aside by the County for legal fees incurred in the action from 
$20,000.00 to $30,000.00, seconded by Legislator Leviker, and carried. 
 
 Legislator Moroughan stated that the Highway Department reports for the 
month of May that the sweeping has been completed and they have started cutting 
road shoulders.  All the culverts on Blue Street have been replaced.  The annual 
safety training has been held and all summer position are filled.  The department 
has started Chip & Crack sealing along with herbicide spraying of the guiderails.  
The bridge in Barnes Cornes has been closed for replacement.  Tim Hunt has met 
with the striping contractor and road striping should begin soon, weather 
permitting.  Lastly the Pine Grove Road has been completely finished. 
 
 Legislator Kalamas stated that the Sheriff’s Office reports for the month of 
April that the Jail had 29 inmates; 1 inmate boarded out; and zero incidents.  In 
Dispatch there were 4,743 calls handled and 1,686 CADs created.  In Road Patrol 
531 complaints were handled; 25 criminal arrests made; 136 vehicle and traffic 
stops; 34 vehicle and traffic arrests; and 13 pistol permits completed.  In Civil 93 
papers were served; 3 eviction notices; and $25,564.83 received and disbursed. 
 
 Mr. Cayer, LCHS CEO, reported that the April Employee of the Month was 
David Lyndaker, RN.  The Strategic Focus was on I.T. which recently completed 
several projects, working on several more, working on integration projects and 



 

 

created Cyber Event Management Plans covering incident response plan, business 
continuity plan, system recovery plan, downtime preparation plan, and Safety 
Assurance Factors.  The topic of Corporate Compliance was introduced by Mr. 
Gabriel S. Oberfield, Esq. and a focus on creating a summary of proposed revisions 
including affected individuals, compliance officer, compliance committee, 
compliance training, auditing & monitoring, and annual compliance program review 
was discussed.  The next steps would be to create a training plan, work plan, 
whistleblower protections, and website enhancements.  There will be quarterly 
updates to the Board of Managers on the progress in those areas. 
 
 For the month of April, there was a gain of $47,820.00 versus a budgeted 
loss of $20,804.00.  The year-to-date gain is %1,544,667.00 versus a budgeted loss 
of $1,194,089.00.  Mr. McDowell shared that activity was strong throughout the 
month.  The Capital Building project is in the final weeks and there is only a punch 
list of items left to be completed.  The hospital has occupancy of all areas.  There is 
work being done on a 10-year Capital Budget, the 2023 Patient Care Contract 
Review has been accepted, and the 2024 Departmental Scope of Services was also 
accepted. 
 
PROJECT MANAGERS REPORT: 
 
 Mr. Jim Garito thanked the board and Ryan for the opportunity to report.   He 
reported that there was about $540,000.00 in retainage, warranties, etc. left on the 
projects.  He shared a slide show of pictures from all of the projects showing the 
progression on each one.  In conclusion Mr. Garito thanked the great staff, Jenny 
Jones, Tim Hunt, Jake Moser, Board of Election Commissioners, Codes Department, 
Treasurer Eric Virkler, and Ryan for all of their work and cooperation in making this 
project a success.  Mr. Garito as a taxpayer of Lewis County thanked the board and 
stated that they were here for the right reasons.  The Board of Legislators gave a 
big thank you to Mr. Garito for all that he has done for the County with these large 
projects. 
 
 COUNTY MANAGER REPORT: 
 
 Ryan Piche reported that Legislator Moser was excused tonight because she 
was a 20 under 40 recipient along with Anna Platz, Deputy Community Services 
Director, Mallory Jackson of JCC, and Megan Hellinger, owner of Munch and the 
Bateman.  He reminded everyone that the ribbon cutting for the Outdoor Services 
Building and the Board of Elections/DMV Building will be held on Tuesday, July 2, 
2024, beginning at 3:00 p.m. down at the Outdoor Services Building.  
 
COUNTY TREASURER REPORT:     
 
 Eric Virkler referenced his written report.  The EFPR Audit Firm will be at the 
June Committee meeting to report.  The OSC Audit has been wrapped up, they will 



 

 

meet with Administration on June 11, 2024.  After that there is an opportunity for a 
written response by the County within 30 days before the report is made public.  
The notice for the IGT payment was received and now payment is due on Thursday. 
 
REPORT OF THE FINANCE AND RULES COMMITTEE: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 































































 

 

OTHER BUSINESS: 
 

At 5:59 p.m. Legislator Osborne moved to enter executive session on a 
personnel issue, seconded by Legislator Frost, and carried. 

 
At 6:28 Legislator Nellenback moved to enter regular session, seconded by 

Legislator Kalamas, and carried. 
 
There being no other business to come before the Board, Legislator Osborne 

made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:29 p.m., seconded by Legislator Frost, 
and carried.    

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 


