
 

 

REGULAR MEETING 
                     May 7, 2024 
 

The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. by Chairman of the Board, 
Lawrence Dolhof. 
 
 Roll Call:  All Legislators were present, except Legislator Osborne who has 
been excused.  There were 14 other persons present. 
 
 Chairman Dolhof asked Legislator Kalamas for the Invocation, followed by 
the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING: 
 
 Chairman Dolhof opened the hearing for public input on the Round 8 Restore 
NY application for the redevelopment of 6832 McAlpine Street, Lyons Falls in an 
amount not to exceed $2,000,000.00 at 5:03 p.m.   
 
 Mr. Steve Kraeger of Lyons Falls questioned how much money the county 
was getting for the rehabilitation of the school.  Casandra Buell, Director of 
Planning and Community Development stated that this is just the application stage, 
and it is for up to $2,000,000.00, but nothing has been awarded at this point.  This is 
also going towards the 1st Phase which will be cleaning out the property due to the 
debris and garbage inside.  Mr. Krager then inquired as to how the county came to 
own the building, Chairman Dolhof stated that it was due to unpaid taxes and the 
county had no choice.   
 
 Mr. Kraeger questioned if it was through a tax sale, Chairman Dolhof 
responded that there was no tax sale.  County Attorney Joan McNichol stated that 
this was a time for public comment on the proposed application, not necessarily a 
time for questions to the Board.  In response to his question, she explained that 
there was a tax foreclosure, and the property was foreclosed on, there was a 
judgement and court order. 
 
 Mr. Kraeger stated that he knew how it was done, but why is the property still 
listed as owing back taxes.   Chairman Dolhof stated that if Mr. Kraeger would like 
to have a conversation about this property, he is more than welcome to make an 
appointment for further discussion, but this is not the time or the place to do it.  Mr. 
Kraeger then questioned what the money would be used for if the county gets 
awarded the grant, Chairman Dolhof reiterated that this is not the time or place for 
questions. 
 
 Mr. Kraeger was addiment that he knew that the building was going to be 
used for homeless and illegals.  He voiced his displeasure with the county brining in 
illegals in his town.  He stated that Chairman Dolhof already knows of this, which 



 

 

Chairman Dolhof denied.  He then stated that the Chairman knows that it will be 
used for homeless, which the Chairman denied.  Mr. Kraeger referenced putting 
$2,000,000.00 into the building and that someone must have an idea of what the 
building will be used for.   
 

Chairman Dolhof explained that the property is currently a liability for the 
county and all the county wants to do is get it back on the tax role by rehabilitating 
it and then marketing it to potential developers.  Chairman Dolhof gave his word 
personally that there will not be homeless or illegals in that building. 
 

Chairman Dolhof declared the April 2, 2024 meeting minutes approved by 
general consent. 
 
REPORT OF THE FINANCE AND RULES COMMITTEE: 
 
 The Finance and Rules Committee had met and recommended to waive the 
rules to allow action on late resolutions. 
        Signed by: Jeffrey Nellenback  
          Herb Frost 

Vincent Nortz 
Dated: May 7, 2024        Barry Lyndaker 
 

Legislator Moroughan moved to accept the recommendation of the Finance & 
Rules Committee, seconded by Legislator Nortz, and carried. 
 
CLERK OF THE BOARD REPORT: 
 

The Board of Legislators received two adopted resolutions from Orleans 
County titled “Approving Support for Rescuing Emergency Medical Services” and 
“Opposing Senate Bill S4545 and Assembly Bill A3069 that Attempt to Consolidate 
the 109 Industrial Development Agencies into 10 Regional Industrial Development 
Agencies.”  They also received an adopted resolution from Sullivan County titled 
“Calling on the Governor and Legislature to support Community Colleges, Urging 
them to Develop an Equitable County Chargeback Formula, and Urging them to 
Take Over the Cost of Health Insurance for Community Colleges as They do for Four 
Year SUNY Schools.”  
 

The Semi-Annual Mortgage Tax Report for October 1, 2023, through March 
31, 2024, was completed and distributed to the Board of Legislators.  A warrant was 
signed for the sum of $182,792.28, which has been apportioned to the Tax Districts 
and the Treasurer’s Office has been directed to pay the respective amounts due to 
the Towns, Villages, and the County of Lewis, pursuant to the provisions of Section 
261 of the Tax Law. 

 
APPORTIONMENT OF MORTGAGE TAX 



 

 

October 1, 2023 through March 31, 2024 
 

 KEY       VALUATION  AMOUNT 
Town of Croghan  461,167,095 20,298.12 

Village of Croghan 0.027750672 25,595,394 579.36 

   20,877.48 

    
Town of Denmark  374,381,795 12,334.63 
Village of Castorland 0.026082202 19,529,403 353.79 

Village of Copenhagen 0.064571946 48,349,122 875.87 

   13,564.29 

    
Town of Diana  254,962,011 19,880.39 

    
Town of Greig  318,987,160 14,303.29 

    
Town of Harrisburg  133,657,627 7,704.72 

    
Town of Lewis  97,184,818 6,532.90 

    
Town of Leyden  141,675,294 4,777.93 

Village of Port Leyden 0.063590489 18,018,403 324.46 

   5,102.39 

    
Town of Lowville  532,422,837 21,065.63 

Village of Lowville 0.281590433 299,850,354 8,256.96 

   29,322.59 

    
Town of Lyonsdale  150,861,202 4,354.96 
Village of Lyons Falls 0.040990985 12,367,898 192.07 
Village of Port Leyden 0.029598926 8,930,659 138.69 

   4,685.72 

    
Town of Martinsburg  281,262,008 4,160.13 

    
Town of Montague  56,109,678 1,744.11 

    
Town of New Bremen  236,589,234 18,546.86 

Village of Croghan 0.038486812 18,211,131 742.38 

   19,289.24 



 

 

    
Town of Osceola  76,501,661 2,289.27 

    
Town of Pinckney  51,622,385 1,545.30 

    
Town of Turin  131,370,666 4,665.07 

Village of Turin 0.059881042 15,733,225 297.14 

   4,962.21 

    
Town of Watson  284,686,544 19,775.48 

    
Town of West Turin  198,612,962 5,978.67 
Village of Constableville 0.051624279 20,506,502 364.09 

Village of Lyons Falls 0.100670209 39,988,817 710.00 

   7,052.77 
    
 GRAND TOTAL  $182,792.28  
 
                         To County of Lewis      $97,815.36  
 
      Thomas Osborne, Chair 
      Jeffrey Nellenback, Vice-Chair 
      Herb Frost 
      Vincent Nortz 
      Barry Lyndaker 
Dated: May 7, 2024  Finance & Rules Committee 
 

May is recognized as National Foster Care Month and is an opportunity to 
spread the word about the needs of the more than 391,000 children and young 
people in foster care.  This year’s theme – “Engaging Youth.  Building Supports. 
Strengthening Opportunities” – shines a light on how Lewis County can best 
support young people and help them successfully transition to adulthood.  Every 
May we should take time to celebrate the families that open their homes and hearts 
to children in need.  We can also express our appreciation to volunteers and 
professionals that help our foster youth find permanent homes. 
 

In Lewis County we also recognize the importance of kinship care placements 
with relatives and close friends.  Maintaining relationships with relatives and kin 
can increase stability, reduce trauma, and help children maintain cultural 
connections and a sense of belonging.  National Foster Care Month is an 
opportunity to encourage individuals and families to volunteer their time, energy, 
and talents on behalf of children in foster care and their biological families, kinship 
caregivers, and foster parents during this month and throughout the year.  
Together, Lewis County, can make a difference in the lives of youth in foster care.  



 

 

Let’s improve how we engage, support, and prepare youth to transition out of care 
into adulthood and independent living.  
 
REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES: 
 
 Legislator Nellenback reported that in April the Purchasing Department 
opened the Downtown Stabilization Project – Steven’s Block bids; Hazard 
Mitigation Plan Update bids; and Replacement of Various Overhead Doors bid.  
Currently there are RFP’s being worked on for 911 Towers Security Locks and 
Cameras; and Demolition of House on the Osceola Road that is in the highway right-
of-way.  A surplus auction ended April 19th with various items from Highway.  There 
are plans to have another surplus auction for various items from Recreation, 
Forestry & Parks in the near future. 
 
 Legislator Moroughan reported that the Board of Elections have mailed out 
1300 postcards letting Village of Lowville residents know that their voting location 
is the new office on East State Street.  There were 20 printers, 20 poll pads, and 20 
print pads tested for the Presidential Primary.  Ninety voters took advantage of 
early voting days in March.  The annual mail check files were created and submitted 
to be processed for the 2024 election year.  The cards were mailed to all voters 
confirming their information and election dates to be held in Lewis County. 
 

Legislator Moser reported that the Probation Department is currently 
supervising 159 adult probationers, 36 of whom are DWI cases.  In addition, they 
supervise 12 conditional discharge ignition interlock cases, 4 Drug Court cases, 14 
JD cases, and are working on 11 pre-sentence investigations.  In March the Probation 
Department and STOP-DWI spent the day at Copenhagen Central School in 
conjunction with the Save a Life Tour.  This tour brings distracted and impaired 
driving simulators to schools throughout the country.  The Probation Department 
and STOP-DWI participated in the Beaver River Central School annual career 
showcase.  That day was a great opportunity for students to learn about probation 
and try on impairment goggles that simulate drug and alcohol impairment. 

 
Legislator Nortz reported that the Hospital Employees for the month of 

March was the result of a nomination from a patient who came directly to Human 
Resources to express his sincere gratitude for the care he received. This is the 
touching letter he wrote: 

 
Twenty-two years ago, my wife and I were in a very bad motorcycle accident. 

The lord put some very competent people in our path. They used their gifts to save 
our lives. You would think once would be enough! They took may parts out of me 
including a kidney, my other kidney healed and has served me well since. 

 
Last summer I was putting a new roof on my house; it was very hot, and I got 

dehydrated. I had an appointment to see the surgeon for a consult. The nurse took 



 

 

my vitals and said they were okay, but asked if I was okay. I said "I'm just tired. I've 
been working hard. I will be alright." She asked if I could walk across the parking 
lot if asked? I said yes, but I might have to stop and rest but I could do it. I completed 
the consultation and started to leave. When I got to the nurse's station to check out, 
this employee had other plans.  

 
She asked if I would please forgive her as she had called upstairs and asked 

the provider to please see me before I left. I stated that I did not currently have a 
family provider and she said that I would have one before I left. I said that I did not 
have an appointment to which she responded that the provider did not care. The 
provider examined me and asked me to go to the ER. I said I am not going to do that. 
He then asked if I would go downstairs to the lab for a blood test and promise not to 
leave until I saw him in half an hour.  

 
I completed the blood work and waited to see him again.  He told me that I 

only had one kidney and it's operating at only 30% and my internal organs are 
already starting to shut down. He begged me to go to the ER.  I tried to reason with 
him and said I would go home and drink lots of water and rest.  He responded, "if you 
do, you'll never make it back to the ER.  If you go to the ER, I will come down as soon 
as I'm done here." 

 
Well, they kept me for two days to flush my kidney and rehydrate me.  Now I 

am up to 51% and holding my own because of these employees' love for their jobs, 
their professional attitude, and the willingness to go the extra mile, I am alive today!   

 
The Employees of the Month of March are JoEllen LaFontaine, LPN and 

Keith Bates, FNP. 
 
PROJECT MANAGERS REPORT: 
 
 Mr. Jim Garito thanked the board and Ryan for the opportunity to report.  The 
plumbing contractor is almost at close-out with most of the required paperwork 
done.  The push is now towards close-out for all the contractors.  He is pushing the 
contractors to get their paperwork finished and submitted.  Mr. Nick Garito 
reported that DSS is almost 100% complete.  There was supposed to be paving at 
the new Outdoor Services building but it was delayed until next week.  All that is 
left remaining is site finish work. Recreation, Forestry & Parks and Soil & Water 
have moved into the new Outdoor Services building and look like they are enjoying 
the space.  
 
 COUNTY MANAGER REPORT: 
 
 Ryan reported that the NYS budget was adopted at 237 billion dollars and isn’t 
too bad for county governments.  There was a 3.5% increase in spending, with an 
anticipated 2.5% in sales tax for the state.  Some additional funds that will be 



 

 

available through this budget are $85M for PSAP, $23M for Board of Elections; $15M 
for Retail Theft crime & prosecution; and $500M for Clean Water Infrastructure, 
which will be important for Lewis County as there are several water infrastructure 
projects in the works for various Towns.  There also was a 5% increase in the rates for 
EIP, which currently has a waiting list.  There was new language included for tax 
foreclosure processes.  The legislative session will end on June 15th. 
 
 Ryan reported that he enjoyed his trip to Washington DC with Advocate Drum.  
Advocate Drum reports that Fort Drum brings in $2.5B towards the local economies.  
The new Community Engagement Specialist Kaylee Rhodes was introduced to 
everyone and will be working on a district-by-district plan for engagement as well as 
learning about all of the county department social media accounts and trying to 
streamline them.  She will report at the June committee meeting on her progress. 
 
 Safety Day was today and is attended by County Highway, Solid Waste, 
Recreation, Forestry & Parks as well as many Towns.  It is also Public Employee 
Appreciation week, which Ryan thanked everyone for their dedication and hard work. 
 
COUNTY TREASURER REPORT:     
 
 Eric Virkler referenced his written report and was available to answer any 
questions, however no one had any at this time. 
 
REPORT OF THE FINANCE AND RULES COMMITTEE: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 Chairman Dolhof declared a short recess at 5:26 p.m., then called the meeting 
back to order at 5:34 p.m. 
 
 At 5:35 p.m. Chairman Dolhof asked for any additional comments on the public 
hearing, and with no one coming forward he closed the hearing. 
 
RESOLUTIONS: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 





























































 

 

OTHER BUSINESS: 
 

There being no other business to come before the Board, Legislator Kalamas 
made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 5:40 p.m., seconded by Legislator 
Nellenback, and carried.    

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 


