
 

 

FIRST DAY  
ANNUAL SESSION 

November 2, 2021 
 

The meeting was called to order at 5:10 p.m. by the Chairman of the Board, Lawrence 
Dolhof. 
 
 Roll Call: 9 Legislators were present, Legislators Burns had been excused.  There were 
16 other persons in attendance. 
 
 Legislator Gilbert gave the invocation.  Chairman Dolhof lead the Pledge of Allegiance 
to the Flag and then declared the October 5, 2021 meeting minutes approved by general consent. 
 
REPORT OF THE FINANCE AND RULES COMMITTEE: 
 
 The Finance and Rules Committee had met and recommended to waive the rules to allow 
action on late resolutions. 
                  Signed by:      Thomas Osborne   
           Ian Gilbert 
         Gregory Kulzer  
         Philip Hathway 
Dated:  November 2, 2021         
 
 Legislator Virkler made a motion to waive the rules, seconded by Legislator Kulzer and 
carried. 
 
PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR: 
 
 Erik Griffin of Lowville, NY questioned why Resolution No. 262-2021 which was 
auditing and allowing claims to be paid in the amount of $1,966,123.92 didn’t provide detail on 
each expense as that is a large amount of money.  He cited other organizations, like the 
American Legion, that provide detail on how they are spending funds.  It was explained that 
Legislators each receive a list of these claims each month and the public can obtain a copy 
through a FOIL request from the County Attorney’s Office.   
 
 He voiced his concerns with the Lewis County General Hospital billing process stating 
that several people have been receiving invoices from inside the state and from outside of the 
state.  He went on to question how the hospital went from being in the red ink to now being in 
the black ink.  The Chairman reminded Mr. Griffin that privilege of the floor is to make a 
statement to the Board of Legislators not a dialogue session.  Mr. Griffin exclaimed “You don’t 
deserve to be a politician!”  He continued by explaining that he was running to be a voice for the 
people, who are the ones who decide which way government should go.   
 
 He called on the legislators to start telling the truth about what is going on and stop 
playing games.  Chairman Dolhof stated that he wasn’t aware of any legislator who was playing 
games.  Mr. Griffin explained that by not answering his question about how the hospital got out 



 

 

of the red and into the black was playing games.  He concluded by stating that his source, who is 
in insurance, told him that the county no longer owns the hospital.   
 
PRESENTATION OF COMMUNICATIONS AND NOTICES: 
 

A resolution from Livingston County was received Supporting Operation Green Light for 
Active Military Service Members in Transition to Civilian Life. 
 
REPORTS OF COUNTY OFFICERS AND DEPARTMENTS:  
 

Legislators received the Highway & Solid Waste October Audit reports.  Senior Codes 
Officer, Ward Dailey submitted a report on an unsafe structure located at 6551 Number Four 
Road in the Town of Watson.  
 

The 2022 Tentative County Budget has been filed with the Clerk of the Board by Budget 
Officer Ryan Piche.  The semi-annual report of mortgage tax receipts and disbursements was 
received from the County Clerk and County Treasurer for the period of April 1, 2021 through 
September 30, 2021.  The following report of apportionment of mortgage tax totaling 
$265,543.69 was distributed to each Legislator and was presented to the County Treasurer along 
with the warrant: 

 
APPORTIONMENT OF MORTGAGE TAX 

                                          April 1, 2021 through September 30, 2021 
 
 KEY VALUATION AMOUNT 
Town of Croghan  401,823,569  $27,422.69  
Village of Croghan 0.025465426 20,465,217  $     716.58  
    $28,139.27  
    
Town of Denmark  318,079,397  $40,507.12  
Village of Castorland 0.025444089 16,186,481  $  1,131.27  
Village of Copenhagen 0.063485622 40,386,937  $  2,822.64  
    $44,461.03  
    
Town of Diana  199,816,694  $20,666.48  
    
Town of Greig  244,173,570  $23,474.83  
    
Town of Harrisburg  113,963,091  $  4,002.11  
    
Town of Lewis  83,311,535  $  7,496.94  
    
Town of Leyden  118,800,420  $  7,429.81  
Village of Port Leyden 0.073131509 17,376,108  $     586.23  
    $  8,016.04  
    



 

 

Town of Lowville  459,875,980  $32,150.47  
Village of Lowville 0.295573227 271,854,055  $13,490.15  
    $45,640.62  
    
Town of Lyonsdale  109,385,029  $  4,766.46  
Village of Lyons Falls 0.041620001 9,105,210  $     213.57  
Village of Port Leyden 0.029505048 6,454,821  $     151.40  
    $  5,131.43  
    
Town of Martinsburg  238,274,755  $  6,468.93  
    
Town of Montague  39,463,567  $  3,890.80  
    
Town of New Bremen  200,756,288  $20,564.32  
Village of Croghan 0.038655962 15,520,855  $     826.90  
    $21,391.22  
    
Town of Osceola  56,211,286  $  5,306.76  
    
Town of Pinckney  45,712,051  $  3,990.78  
    
Town of Turin  88,478,021  $  8,681.89  
Village of Turin 0.074581941 13,197,725  $     699.70  
    $  9,381.59  
    
Town of Watson  226,550,752  $17,097.86  
    
Town of West Turin  155,222,685  $  9,323.99  
Village of Conatbleville 0.047834377 14,849,961  $     525.56  
Village of Lyons Falls 0.103527503 32,139,634  $  1,137.46  
    $10,987.00  
    
  GRAND TOTAL  $265,543.69  
   
To County of Lewis                                       $134,433.38  
 
      Thomas Osborne, Chairman 
      Ronald Burns 
      Ian Gilbert 
      Gregory Kulzer 
      Philip Hathway 
Dated: November 2, 2021      Finance & Rules Committee 
 

 
 
 



 

 

WARRANT 
 
TO:  The Treasurer of the County of Lewis 
 
 You are hereby notified by the Board of Legislators of Lewis County that the sum of       
$265,543.69 from the tax on mortgages from April 1, 2021 through September 30, 2021 has been 
apportioned to the Tax Districts entitled to same and, you are hereby directed to pay the 
respective Supervisors the amount due to the Towns, to their Village Treasurers the amount due 
the Villages, and to the County of Lewis the amount stated, according to the foregoing schedule, 
pursuant to the provisions of Section 261 of the Tax Law. 
 

Given under the hands of the Chairman and the Clerk of the Board of Legislators of 
Lewis County, and the seal of the Board of Legislators being hereto affixed on the 3rd day of 
November 2021. 

Lawrence L. Dolhof, Chairman 
Cassandra Moser, Clerk of the Board 

 
REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES: 

 
 Legislator Moroughan made a motion to authorize Social Services Commissioner, 
Jennifer Jones to refill one (1) full-time Senior Account Clerk position effective immediately due 
to resignation, seconded by Legislator Virkler and carried. 

 
 Legislator Moroughan made a motion to authorize Social Services Commissioner, 
Jennifer Jones to refill one (1) full-time Employment & Training Specialist position effective 
immediately due to resignation, seconded by Legislator Chartrand and carried 

 
  Legislator Moroughan made a motion to authorize Public Health Director, Ashley Waite 
to refill one (1) full-time Fiscal Manager position effective immediately due to internal transfer, 
seconded by Legislator Virkler and carried. 

 
  Legislator Moroughan made a motion to authorize Public Health Director, Ashley Waite 
to refill one (1) full-time Public Health Specialist position effective immediately and any 
associated backfills, seconded by Legislator King and carried. 

 
  Legislator Moroughan made a motion to authorize Public Health Director, Ashley Waite 
to refill one (1) full-time Senior Account Clerk position effective immediately due to resignation, 
seconded by Legislator Virkler and carried. 
 
  Legislator Chartrand reported that the May Employee of the month was Keith Kelly, 
Food Service Helper; June Employee of the month was Rochelle Sullivan, RN; and July 
Employee of the Month was Duane Carpenter, Physical Therapist.  He voiced his opinion that 
the recent article in the newspaper regarding the hospitals efforts through compensation to try 
and recruit and retain employees was well written. 
 
COUNTY MANAGER REPORT: 



 

 

 County Manager, Ryan Piche reported that the 2022 Tentative Lewis County Budget has 
been delivered to each legislator tonight as well as electronically.  The document will be posted on 
the Lewis County website shortly.  The Capital Budget has been printed and distributed as well.  
The budget hearing will be Thursday, November 18th at 5:00 p.m., this will be an opportunity for 
the public to voice any thoughts or concerns.  From there the board can adopt the budget at any 
time going forward.  Any amendments to the budget at this point will need to be made by 
resolution so legislators can reach out to the Clerk of the Board or the County Manager.  A motion 
can be made on the floor at the meeting and will be reduced into a resolution.   
 
COUNTY TREASURER REPORT:     
 
 County Treasurer, Eric Virkler reported that assisting with the 2022 Tentative Budget has 
taken up most of his time along with his staff assisting Human Resources on CSEA calculations. 
       
REPORT OF THE FINANCE AND RULES COMMITTEE: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 





 

 

OTHER BUSINESS:  
 
 Chairman Dolhof reported last week he learned that County Manager, Ryan Piche, 
recently received the Credentialed Manager designation from the International County 
Management Association.  Ryan is a member of this professional association, which apparently 
is worldwide, with over 13,000 members whose mission is to advance professional local 
government. 
 
 The prestigious credential designation is awarded to members who demonstrate 
significant experience as a senior management executive in local government, with a 
commitment to high integrity and professional development.  Ryan is one of only six active 
credentialed managers in New York State.  Chairman Dolhof congratulated Ryan on behalf of 
the whole board on this distinguished achievement and recognition so early in his career and 
personally thank him for the exceptional leadership, management, innovation and enthusiasm he 
brings to Lewis County as the County Manager.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 































































































 

 

OTHER BUSINESS (Continued): 
 
 Legislator Hathway recalled the original report that County Treasurer, Eric Virkler did on 
the Solar Production and gave credit to Chairman Dolhof for questioning the numbers which led to 
County Attorney Joan McNichol and County Treasurer, Eric Virkler looking into it further and 
realizing that the figures weren’t correct.  In speaking with Larsen Engineering, it was determined 
that the credits we received from National Grid are $105,950.00 short and the credits owed to the 
county for low production from Green Skies is $26,779.00.  The total credits owed is almost the 
same amount that we have received for 2018, 2019 and 2020 combined.  Moving forward Eric 
Virkler and Joan McNichol will work to make sure that we are getting the correct credits.  He 
thanked Eric & Chairman Dolhof for both reporting and questioning the figures. 
 
 National Grid & Green Skies both agreed to the amounts without contention and the credits 
are already available.  Legislator Chartrand along with several other fellow legislators thanked 
Legislator Hathway for his part in going through the figures and creating the spreadsheets used to 
show the shortage in credits.  Chairman Dolhof personally thanked Legislator Hathway for driving 
the discussion and following up on this to make sure the county received all the credits.   
 
 Legislator Hathway gave recognition to all the individuals who assisted with the clean up 
of the Lyons Falls Pulp and Paper Mill.  It took a team effort with lots of hard work to accomplish 
that task and it is greatly appreciated.  Chairman Dolhof agreed with Legislator Hathway and felt 
very fortunate that the clean up was able to be completed even though it took ten or eleven years.   
 

Legislator Chartrand made a motion at 5:36 p.m. to enter executive session regarding some 
potential property purchases and reasons why, after a short 3-minute recess, seconded by 
Legislator Osborne and carried. 
 
 Legislator Virkler made a motion at 6:20 p.m. to enter regular session, seconded by 
Legislator Hathway and carried.  
 

There being no other business to come before the board Legislator Chartrand made a 
motion to adjourn at 6:20 p.m., seconded by Legislator Osborne and carried. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 


