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         September 2, 2021 
 
 
TO:    Media 
 
FROM:  Cassandra Moser, Clerk of the Board 
 
The Lewis County Board of Legislators will meet on Tuesday, September 7, 2021 at 5:00 p.m. 
at the West Leyden Fire Department located at 1046 State Route 26, West Leyden, NY 
13489 for the regular monthly meeting.  Attached are proposed resolutions for action.  All in 
attendance must adhere to current NYS COVID-19 guidance.  Any other business may be 
conducted.   
 
There will be a public hearing on the following: 

 Proposed addition of 7.5 miles of multi-use trails to the Lewis County OHV Trail System 
pertaining to Lewis County owned forestry properties. 
 

The meeting will be streamed live on the YouTube channel “Lewis County” listed as: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPhIjsUZRBjY7KSlQ0ywxkg 
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RESOLUTION NO.   210   -2021 
  

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING FAÇADE & STREETSCAPE  
IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM AND TRANSFER OF FUNDS 

 
 Introduced by Legislator Thomas A. Osborne, Chair of the Finance & Rules Committee. 
 

WHEREAS, the County of Lewis, by and through the Planning Department, desires to 
have the County invest $450,000.00 of the American Recovery Plan stimulus funds in a three-year 
project to invest in the County’s downtown corridors and public spaces; and 

 
WHEREAS, the County’s downtown districts and public spaces are central to community 

gatherings, special events and the success of small businesses.  This program aims to revitalize the 
historic character and attractiveness of villages and hamlets in Lewis County through public and 
private investment; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Façade & Streetscape Improvement Program (FSIP) Project will provide 

75% in funding for eligible improvements to mixed-use and commercial buildings and properties, 
and streetscape enhancements in all the villages and hamlets in Lewis County, with a 25% 
investment in matching funds provided by the applicant/property owner; and 

 
WHEREAS, this investment will serve to help business growth and retention, enhance 

tourism, increase spending in the local communities, and reduce the number of blighted and vacant 
properties.  In addition, this Project will advance specific goals and action items outlined in “Policy 
Area 4: Community Resources & Housing” in the Lewis County Comprehensive Plan, i.e., Action 
Item # 9: “Develop a sample set of village center design guidelines, addressing streetscape design, 
signage, access management,…”, and Action Item # 11: “Continue to support façade improvement 
programs so commercial building owners can receive matching grants for renovations…”; and 

 
WHEREAS, in its description of the project, the Planning Department has suggested the 

formation of a five-member (minimum) review committee comprised of representation from the 
Department of Planning, IDA-Naturally Lewis, Lewis County Historical Society, County 
Manager, and Board of Legislators.  In addition, the Department of Planning will partner with the 
IDA-Naturally Lewis team to market the program and lead day-to-day oversight of project 
implementation; and 

 
WHEREAS, the project budget proposal will have two (2) funding cycles ($250,000.00 in 

2021, $200,000.00 in 2022) to help capture new businesses and provide more opportunities for 
participation.  Recipients with have twelve (12) months after award notice to complete the project, 
barring exceptional circumstances.  Upon approval of the Board of Legislators,  Round 1 will 
open in September, 2021 with expected award notifications on or about December 1, 2021; Round 
2 will open on September 2, 2022 with award notification on or about December 2, 2022; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Lewis County Board of Legislators seeks to authorize this project and the 
$450,000.00 funding for same;  
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, as follows: 
 

Section 1.  That the Lewis County Board of Legislators hereby authorizes and approves 
the Planning Department’s three-year “Façade & Streetscape Improvement Program” Project in 
the amount of $450,000.00, with 75% funding of eligible improvements to mixed-use and 
commercial buildings and properties, and streetscape enhancements in all the villages and hamlets 
in Lewis County.   

 
Section 2.  That the Lewis County Board of Legislators authorizes and directs the funding 

for this Project to come from the County’s American Recovery Plan funds. 
 

 Section 3.  That the following budget transfers are hereby approved utilizing Capital 
Reserve Account HAZ – American Rescue Plan Act: 
 
Transfer from: 
H0 162000 340890 ARPA General Revenue    $250,000.00   
 
Transfer to: 
H0 172000 340890 ARPA Program Revenue   $250,000.00 
 
Transfer from: 
H0 162000 499900 ARPA General Expenditures   $250,000.00 
 
Transfer to: 
H0 172000 499900 ARPA Program Expenditures   $250,000.00 
   

Section 4.  That the Chairman or Vice Chairman of the Board of Legislators be and the 
same is hereby authorized to execute any and all agreements and documents the County Attorney 
determines to be necessary to give effect to this Project. 

 
Section 5.  That this Resolution shall take effect immediately. 

Moved by Legislator ________________, seconded by Legislator ________________, 
and adopted. 
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