
 

 

THIRD DAY  

ANNUAL SESSION 

December 7, 2021 

 

The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. by the Chairman of the Board, Lawrence 

Dolhof. 

 

 Roll Call: 9 Legislators were present, Legislators Kulzer had been excused.  There were 

14 other persons in attendance. 

 

 Legislator Gilbert gave the invocation.  Chairman Dolhof lead the Pledge of Allegiance 

to the Flag and then declared the November 18, 2021 meeting minutes approved by general 

consent. 

 

REPORT OF THE FINANCE AND RULES COMMITTEE: 

 

 The Finance and Rules Committee had met and recommended to waive the rules to allow 

action on late resolutions. 

                  Signed by:      Thomas Osborne   

           Ronald Burns 

 Ian Gilbert  

         Philip Hathway 

Dated:  December 7, 2021         

 

 Legislator King made a motion to waive the rules, seconded by Legislator Burns and 

carried. 

 

REPORTS OF COUNTY OFFICERS AND DEPARTMENTS:  

 

 Legislators received the November Highway & Solid Waste Audit Reports, as well as the 

Treasurer’s Report.  Brian Mooney submitted the November 2021 Sealer of Weights & Measures 

activity reports which have been placed on file with the Clerk of the Board. 

 

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES: 

 

Legislator Osborne made a motion to authorize County Attorney Joan McNichol to refill 

one (1) full-time Secretary to the Assistant County Attorney position effective immediately due 

to resignation, seconded by Legislator Chartrand and carried. 

 

Legislator Osborne made a motion to authorize Information Technology Director Conner 

Biolsi to send out an RFP for network switches and wireless access points, seconded by 

Legislator Moroughan and carried. 

 
Legislator Osborne made a motion to authorize Information Technology Director Conner 

Biolsi to refill one (1) full-time Computer Systems Assistant position effective immediately due 

to resignation, seconded by Legislator Hathway and carried. 



 

 

 
Legislator Osborne made a motion to move forward on the logo designed by Rachel 

Grunert for re-branding Lewis County Government, seconded by Legislator Moroughan and 

carried. 

 

  Legislator King made a motion to authorize Recreation, Forestry & Parks Director, Jackie 

Mahoney to refill one (1) full-time Crew Leader position effective immediately due to 

resignation, seconded by Legislator Burns and carried. 

 

  Legislator Moroughan made a motion to authorize Social Services Commissioner, 

Jennifer Jones to refill one (1) full-time Senior Account Clerk position effective immediately due 

to internal transfer, seconded by Legislator Osborne and carried. 

 

  Legislator Moroughan made a motion to authorize Social Services Commissioner, 

Jennifer Jones to refill one (1) full-time Program Examiner position effective immediately due to 

resignation, seconded by Legislator Chartrand and carried. 

 

  Legislator Moroughan reported that there are currently 145 active Covid-19 cases; there 

were 256 active cases at the counties peak in January 2021; there were 180 active cases on 

November 22, 2021; there was a spike last week with 195 active cases, which is a weekly 

number that we saw in January 2021; numbers are looking better this week with only 46 cases 

for Monday and Tuesday; there were 51 cases last week just on Monday; there are 6 residents 

hospitalized; there were 25 residents hospitalized at the peak last January; there were 20 

hospitalizations on November 18th; 73% of cases in November were unvaccinated residents;  

77% of hospitalizations in November were unvaccinated residents; 68% of our adult population 

have at least one dose of the covid-19 vaccine; there has been a slight increase recently to the 

number of individuals who are seeking the first dose of the vaccine;  there are 816 more adult 

residents to vaccinate in order to reach the 70% goal; 3,060 residents have received the booster 

dose; clinics around the county have continued to fill up for the booster dose; local pharmacies 

are also providing first, second, booster, and pediatric doses; there have been 121 children ages 5 

to 11 who have been vaccinated in the school clinics; there will be a community wide pediatric 

clinic on Friday, December 17th at the Lowville Fire Hall. 

 

  Legislator Chartrand reported that the Lewis County Health System did not make the 

Governors closure list for elective surgeries, although many North County hospitals did. 

 

REPORTS OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES: 

 

 Planning Director Casandra Buell provided a presentation on the activities of the Ad Hoc 

Committee for Broadband Expansion.  Lewis County was awarded $263,053.00, with a 

$65,763.00 local match, through the Northern Border Regional Commission (NRBC) grant for 

fixed wireless and hotspots in the Town of Denmark and Village of Copenhagen areas.  The 

application was submitted on May 13th and will cover 1,173 passes.  Lewis County was awarded 

$747,790.00, with no local match through the Community Development Block Grant for fixed 

wireless and hotspots in the Lyonsdale, Port Leyden, and Diana areas.  The application was 

submitted in July 2021 and will cover 752 passes. 



 

 

 The Hayes Road 911 Tower will be used for the Denmark and Copenhagen areas to get the 

necessary coverage.  The Lyonsdale 911 Tower will be used for the Lyonsdale and Port Leyden 

areas to get coverage.  The Diana 911 Tower will be used to reach the areas marked in Diana.  The 

National Telecommunications and Informational Administration (NTIA) Funding is $288 million 

available for federal assistance under Broadband Infrastructure Program; requires a covered 

partnership – County and Provider of Fixed Broadband Service; priority is given to projects with at 

least a 10% match; projects must be completed within 1 year of receipt of grant funds; Lewis 

County submitted a grant application in the amount of $1.8 million on September 15th for Croghan, 

Diana, Denmark, Lowville, Watson, and Constableville areas; Award notices are postponed until 

early 2022. 

 

 The other project that is being worked on are Wi-Fi Access Points for Village and Hamlets. 

The County would use ARPA funds to provide free Wi-Fi access to villages and hamlets across 

Lewis County.  The wi-fi system would be managed through Spectrum with a 3-year contract, 

installation and equipment paid for by Lewis County.  The access speeds and data would be 

limited to avoid residential use.  This would help promote economic and community development.  

The total investment would be $368,563.12. 

 

 The opportunities and barriers that come with broadband expansion are the USDA 

ReConnect Program which released their notice of funding availability on November 24th; many 

underserved locations have received RDOF funds but awardees have six years to implement which 

limits access to state and federal grant opportunities for these areas so these areas are being 

evaluated for local funding opportunities; using existing 911 towers for fixed wireless service; 

fixed wireless solutions are difficult in forested areas and repeater towers may be necessary. 

 

 The current investment from the County is $434,326.00 with a grant funding total of 

$1,010,843.00. 

 

 Casandra Buell then gave a brief update on the Façade and Streetscape Program.  Round 1 

of this program had $250,000.00 available; there were 34 applications received exceeding a total 

funding request of $587,000.00; there were 17 grants awarded for a total amount of $248,645.91; 

the awards consisted of 4 municipality streetscape projects and 13 existing & new businesses.  The 

award recipients were: Robert Hazard – Prior Key Bank Building in Croghan for $1,575.00; 

National Abstract in Lowville for $83,250.00; Krista Brown Photography in Lyons Falls for 

$606.00; Good Ol’ Wishy’s in Croghan for $27,262.50; Tug Hill Artisan Roasters in Lowville for 

$23,570.21; Constableville Auction Hall for $10,368.75; Michael Goderdhan – Prior Covey 

HVAC for $16,331.25; Mark Lemieux – Prior Port Leyden Elementary for $24,375.00; Bonaparte 

Pharmacy in Harrisville for $13,940.00; Chuck’s Market in Harrisville for $14,485.50; Village of 

Copenhagen for $2,793.00; Town of Martinsburg for $3,628.64; Thomas Gillette – USPS Office in 

Lyons Falls for $1,414.50; Town of Diana Historical Museum for $9,849.00; Village of Lyons 

Falls for $7,350.00; Village of Port Leyden for $5,163.56; and Keith Young Knives and Engraving 

for $2,683.00. 

 

 Chairman Dolhof spoke about declaring a state of emergency due to covid and the pressure 

that is being put on hospitals.  The North Country Region, consisting of Lewis, Jefferson, St. 

Lawrence, Franklin, Essex, Hamilton, and Clinton Counties, would all like to declare a state of 



 

 

emergency on Wednesday, December 8th as a group.  Ryan reported that Franklin and Clinton 

County never left a state of emergency; St. Lawrence County approved it last night at their board 

meeting; Jefferson County will likely approve it tonight at their meeting; Essex and Hamilton will 

go along with what the majority feel is best.  A state of emergency only does two things for the 

county, it makes us eligible for reimbursement funds and gives special powers to curb behavior.  It 

will give solidarity to the North Country Region and might give residents a wake-up call to what is 

going on with the increase in covid cases. 

 

 Legislator Hathway questioned Mr. Cayer on how he felt.  Mr. Cayer responded that he 

would be in full support of moving in that direction, citing that Lewis County has the highest 

positivity rate and continued staffing difficulties.  Public Health Director, Ashley Waite agreed 

with declaring a state of emergency, citing higher numbers this year than last year.  There was 

continued discussion. Legislator Virkler explained that her family was exposed, and both of her 

children have covid.  She is fully vaccinated with a booster and felt like that helped delay the 

infection and minimize symptoms.  She stated that it is vitally important to keep the hospital doors 

open, which means the beds can’t be filled up with covid patients.  It is important to continue to 

reinforce the recommendations by the CDC and NYS.  In response to Legislator Chartrand, Ashley 

Waite reported that there are some re-infections but not many.  Ryan stated that people should be 

reminded that if you are sick you need to stay home. 

 

 Legislator King made a motion to declare a state of emergency for Lewis County as of 

12:01 a.m. on Wednesday, December 8, 2021, seconded by Legislator Osborne and carried. 

 

COUNTY MANAGER REPORT: 

   

County Manager, Ryan Piche reported that yesterday Socials Services had a heating issue 

brought on by a power outage which required some employees to work from home while others 

used layers of clothing and space heaters to continue to work from the building.  Buildings & 

Grounds went all the way to Rochester to pick up the part necessary to fix the problem.  Ryan 

commended the Social Services employees for their dedication and resiliency.  He then reminded 

legislators why the upcoming building renovation is important. 

 

The Ag Sustainability Council received two bids which they are reviewing and will have a 

recommendation to the board at the December 23rd meeting.  The Council will have a vacancy so 

anyone on the board interesting in serving in that capacity should let the chairman know.  The Fort 

Drum Holiday Social is on Sunday and Legislator Chartrand and himself are planning on 

attending.  Legislator Chartrand strongly encourage other legislators to go.  The orientation for 

new legislators will be on December 22nd.  There is a retreat planning for late January for all 

Department Heads to go to Camp Oswegatchie for some team building and facilitated discussions, 

all legislators are welcome to join. 

 

REPORT OF THE FINANCE AND RULES COMMITTEE: 

 

 

 

 











































































































































 

 

 

 

OTHER BUSINESS: 

 

 Legislator Hathway began his “roast” by stating “Jerry King, I don’t mean to be negative 

but”.  He brought up his 1st meeting back in 2009 where they had a very spirited discussion on the 

Solid Waste facility in Croghan.  After that discussion and a few more that followed he started a 

spreadsheet to keep track of who was more bullheaded, and it turns out Legislator King won.  

Legislator King responded that spirited discussion makes for good decisions.  Legislator Hathway 

called Legislator King tenacious because he was able to convince Legislator Hathway on the 

Capital Projects this time around.   

 

He went on to question whether Legislator King was researching the criteria so he would 

be ready to answer the Sheriff’s call to be the next SRO, citing his favoritism towards that program 

and the bonding between Legislator King and the Sheriff. Chairman Dolhof corrected Legislator 

Hathway stating it is the RSO position Legislator King can’t buy into.  Legislator Hathway stated 

that he had black hair when he started but now has white hair after dealing with Legislator King 

for all these years.  Legislator King responded that it has been a pleasure working with Legislator 

Hathway over the years and with everyone else.  It has been good to challenge each other, and he 

always had respect for other points of view. 

 

Ryan pointed out a few other “Jerryisms”: I don’t mean to be negative; on the same aspect; 

RSO; I’m not giving you a hard time, but; my fellow legislators; he doesn’t have a pot to piss in or 

a window to throw it out of; right, wrong or indifferent; and six of one or half a dozen of the other.  

Chairman Dolhof stated that he felt Legislator King was famous for always wanting to have a 

discussion and wanting to hear from his fellow legislators.  If the decision wasn’t what he wanted 

then there would just be a second, third and fourth discussion.  Legislator King stated that he was 

just wearing them down.  County Attorney Joan McNichol stated that many times Legislator King 

would call her the day after a board meeting at 8:25 a.m. to discuss things, but she felt that maybe 

it was to see if she came to work on time. 

 

Legislator Chartrand made a motion at 6:11 p.m. to enter attorney client privilege session 

regarding litigation matters, after a short 5-minute recess, seconded by Legislator Osborne and 

carried. 

 

 Legislator Hathway made a motion at 6:47 p.m. to enter regular session, seconded by 

Legislator Burns and carried.  

 

 Legislator Burns made a motion to authorize engagement of Bond, Schoeneck & King Law 

Firm to assist the County with eminent domain legal proceedings pertaining to railroad acquisition, 

seconded by Legislator Chartrand and carried. 

 

 Legislator King made a motion to authorize an additional payment of $1,500.00 to Ferrara 

Law Firm for legal fees of Katherine Gavitt on City of Rome appeal, seconded by Legislator 

Chartrand and carried. 

 



 

 

There being no other business to come before the board Legislator Chartrand made a 

motion to adjourn at 6:49 p.m., seconded by Legislator Burns and carried. 


