
 

 

FINAL DAY  

ANNUAL SESSION 

December 23, 2021 

 

The meeting was called to order at 10:00 a.m. by the Chairman of the Board, Lawrence 

Dolhof. 

 

 Roll Call: 8 Legislators were present, Legislators Kulzer and Legislator Hathway had 

been excused.  There were 7 other persons in attendance. 

 

 Legislator Gilbert gave the invocation.  Chairman Dolhof lead the Pledge of Allegiance 

to the Flag and then declared the December 7, 2021 meeting minutes approved by general 

consent. 

 

REPORT OF THE FINANCE AND RULES COMMITTEE: 

 

 The Finance and Rules Committee had met and recommended to waive the rules to allow 

action on late resolutions. 

                  Signed by:      Thomas Osborne   

           Ronald Burns 

 Ian Gilbert  

Dated:  December 23, 2021         

 

 Legislator Virkler made a motion to waive the rules, seconded by Legislator Burns and 

carried. 

 

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR: 

 

 Chairman Dolhof opened the public hearing at 10:02 a.m. for comments on the Local 

Law Providing for Increases to Salaries for Certain Local Officials. 

 

REPORTS OF COMMUNICATIONS AND NOTICES: 

 

 A resolution was received from Cattaraugus County Requesting New York State 

Legislature Establish Solar Panel Recycling Regulations.  A resolution was received from 

Chemung County Opposing Governor Kathy Hochul’s Abrupt, Secretive and Unsafe Prison 

Closures of Public Safety and Economic and Environmental Grounds. 

 

REPORTS OF COUNTY OFFICERS AND DEPARTMENTS:  

 

 Legislators received a report of an unsafe structure at 6324 Hemlock Road in the Town of 

Watson from Senior Code Officer Ward Dailey. 

 

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES: 

 



 

 

 Legislator King thanked past and present legislators for working together as a group to 

accomplish things. 

 

  Legislator King made a motion to authorize Solid Waste Director, Kip Turck to refill one 

(1) full-time Working Supervisor position and all associated backfills effective immediately due 

to retirement, seconded by Legislator Virkler and carried. 

 

  Legislator King concluded by stating that it looks like the Solid Waste project will be 

completed sometime in February 2022. 

 

  Legislator Moroughan made a motion to authorize Public Health Director, Ashley Waite 

to refill one (1) full-time Public Health Specialist effective immediately due to resignation, 

seconded by Legislator Burns and carried. 

 

  Legislator Moroughan asked Public Health Director, Ashley Waite to give a report on 

Covid-19.  Ashley stated that there are 120 active cases, which is trending down over the last two 

weeks and looks to continue so far this week.  There are home test kits widely available in the 

community.  Public Health was supplied with roughly 2,000 home test kits for use in the schools 

which have been distributed.  There have been several positive home tests reported to Public 

Health which are counted in the daily and weekly numbers.  Currently there are nine people 

hospitalized, which is up from only five last week.  The State should be sending additional home 

test but there is no timeline for that yet.  There will be upcoming changes to guidelines of 

quarantine to try and keep kids in school.  Public Health has been out visiting homebound 

individuals and local farms with booster vaccines.  There are no large clinics scheduled over the 

nest two weeks due to the holidays, however Public Health is taking appointments for 1st, 2nd, 

and booster doses. 

 

  Legislator Chartrand asked for confirmation because he had heard that another additional 

booster might be needed, Ashley responded that she had heard that but there is no concrete 

information out about it yet.  Legislator Gilbert thanked the workers at the clinic in Lowville for 

doing such a wonderful job and the work that is being done on the test to stay for kids in schools. 

 

COUNTY TREASURER REPORT: 

 

 County Treasurer, Eric Virkler commended Cassandra Moser, Amanda Lawton, Joan 

McNichol and Caitlyn Smith for their efforts to spread holiday cheer throughout the Courthouse 

with fun activities. 

 

REPORT OF THE FINANCE AND RULES COMMITTEE: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





 

 

COUNTY MANAGER REPORT: 

 

 County Manager, Ryan Piche reported that he had just gotten off a conference call with 

New York State on a few issues.  There is discussion on the Governor’s announcement of $65 

million going to counties for mask mandate enforcement.  Lewis County would be eligible for $1 

million.  The State will send out a one-page document that outlines the details, each county will 

submit their plan to help residents “comply with the mask mandate”, once the plan is approved 

the county is then awarded the million dollars.  The State has verbally stated that the following 

items can be part of the plan: education, supplies, signage, staff, and compliance line.  Once 

more information is received the plan can be outlined which fits the culture and intention of 

Lewis County, more emphasis on education and supplies. 

 

 New York State has selected Lewis County as a high transmission area and insisted on 

taking over the Maple Ridge testing site.  The County did not ask for this assistance and didn’t 

really feel like the help was needed, as it was set up independently with County funding.  They 

are in the stage of working out the details. 

 

 The State is distributing 35 million rapid test kits and N95 masks.  Lewis County 

received their allotment of the masks yesterday.  The test kits should arrive through the holidays.  

Half of the test kits will go to schools.  Lewis County should be receiving roughly 20,000 test 

kits.  The new guidance on the “Test to Stay” option should be out next week. 

 

 Legislator Gilbert felt strongly that the $1 million for complying with the mask mandate 

needs to be discussed further.  He felt that the funds shouldn’t be used for enforcement of this 

state mandate but regardless of how we feel personally the funds should be used for things that 

line up with our culture and our community.  

 

OTHER BUSINESS: 

 

 Chairman Dolhof had plaques of appreciation for Legislator King and Kulzer.  He 

presented Legislator King with his plaque of appreciation thanking him for his years of service to 

his community.  Several other legislators voiced their appreciation of Legislator King.  Legislator 

King stated that he appreciated working with everyone. 

 

 Chairman Dolhof then announced a 10-minute recess at 10:25 a.m.  The meeting was 

called back to order at 10:36 a.m.  Chairman Dolhof again asked for any comments on the public 

hearing and with no one coming forward closed the public hearing at 10:37 a.m. 

 

RESOLUTIONS: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

























































































 

 

OTHER BUSINESS (continued):  

 

There being no other business to come before the board, Legislator Chartrand made a 

motion to adjourn at 10:40 a.m., seconded by Legislator Osborne and carried. 


