
 

 

REGULAR MEETING 
August 3, 2021 

 
The meeting was called to order at 5:08 p.m. by the Chairman of the Board Lawrence 

Dolhof. 
 
 Roll Call:  10 Legislators were present and 10 other persons. 
 
 Legislator Hathway gave the invocation.  Chairman Dolhof lead the Pledge of Allegiance 
to the Flag and then declared the June 22, 2021 and July 6, 2021 meeting minutes approved by 
general consent. 
 
REPORT OF THE FINANCE AND RULES COMMITTEE: 
 
 The Finance and Rules Committee had met and recommended to waive the rules to allow 
action on late resolutions. 
                  Signed by:      Thomas Osborne 
         Ronald Burns    
           Ian Gilbert 
         Gregory Kulzer  
         Philip Hathway 
Dated:  August 3, 2021         
 
 Legislator Burns made a motion to waive the rules, seconded by Legislator Chartrand and 
carried. 
 
PRESENTATION OF COMMUNICATIONS AND NOTICES: 
 

Franklin, Livingston & Orleans County all submitted adopted resolutions calling on 
Governor Cuomo to complete Affordable Care Act Enhanced Federal Medicaid Assistance 
percentage reconciliations that are years overdue and immediately release the Federal funds 
owed to counties and New York City.  
 
 The following letter was received from Ms. Vicki Roy: “As a Lewis County taxpayer, I 
would like to express my concern in regard to the County’s consideration in building and owning 
a structure and leasing it.  I do not see why the county should use taxpayer’s dollars to invest in a 
building for a non-profit business.  When you say Number Three Wind Farm payment in lieu of 
tax monies would be used, that is still tax revenue to be utilized to help offset County expenses.  
And if I am reading the article in the Journal correctly, you would also be entering into a bond 
debt.  I’m sorry, but this does not seem fiscally responsible.  It appears that County would be 
taking a great risk with no sure return for our (taxpayers) money. 
 
 Additionally, I do not see where the entire county (17 Towns; 9 Villages) would benefit 
from a Community Center in the Village of Lowville.  I am sure there are many more important 
challenges the County has to face.  If they don’t feel they need the in-lieu-of-payment, they can 
use it to reduce the tax levy.  In my opinion, that would help all taxpayers far more than a 



 

 

Community Center in Lowville.  I know in the Town of Watson many of our residents are facing 
a large debt for the Water District and any help they could get would be appreciated. 
 
 If Mr. Myers (Double Play) feels it is a profitable endeavor then he should be looking at 
other resources as I see he has, however, I do not see the taxpayers as a reasonable source.  
Thank you for allowing me to voice my opinion.  Sincerely, Vicki A. Roy.” 
 
REPORTS OF COUNTY OFFICERS AND DEPARTMENTS:  
 

Legislators received the monthly Treasurer’s report, and Highway & Solid Waste July 
Audit reports.  Real Property Director Candy Akin and County Treasurer Eric Virkler have filed 
approved applications for refunds or credits of Real Property Taxes for property owners Lauren 
& Debbie Zehr. 

 
Brian Mooney submitted the June and July 2021 Sealer of Weights & Measures activity 

reports which have been placed on file with the Clerk of the Board.   
 
REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES: 
 

Legislator Osborne made a motion to continue the Lewis County Procurement Policy as 
presently in place, including continuation of the County Manager and Chairman of the Board 
identified as the responsible purchaser and alternate responsible purchaser, respectively, in 
compliance with General Municipal Law Section 104-b (2) (f), seconded by Legislator Burns 
and carried. 

 
Legislator Osborne made a motion to authorize Clerk of the Board Cassandra Moser to 

refill one (1) full-time Deputy Clerk of the Board position effective immediately due to 
resignation, seconded by Legislator Hathway and carried. 

 
Legislator King made a motion to authorize Clerk of the Board Cassandra Moser to 

publish an advertisement in the Watertown Daily Times to fill vacancies on the Lewis County 
Junkyard Review Board, seconded by Legislator Burns and carried. 

 
Legislator Moroughan made a motion to authorize Public Health Director Ashley Waite 

to refill one (1) full-time Public Health Nurse position effective immediately due to resignation, 
seconded by Legislator Chartrand and carried. 

 
Mr. Cayer, Lewis County General Hospital CEO, reported that the hospital received their 

Certificate of Need approval to move forward with the facility improvement project and are just 
waiting on the signed paperwork.  The next step is to initiate the bond process, which the county 
had previously approved, through the contracted bond counsel of the county along with the 
Hospital CFO, County Treasurer, County Attorney, and County Manager.  The Project Team 
will meet on August 17th to create a timeline for the bid process with a bid opening likely around 



 

 

Thanksgiving.  Mr. Cayer voiced concerns about the current market conditions for supplies, 
citing increased cost of materials and supply chain issues. 

 
The hospital is working with the County Manager and Public Health Director to reopen 

the Covid-19 Screening Clinic at Maple Ridge Center, hopefully within the next two weeks.  
Due to the Governor’s State of Emergency Declaration running out the funding for the free 
screening clinic also subsided.  Mr. Cayer handed out information on the importance of wearing 
masks due to the increase in Covid-19 cases and hospitalizations throughout the county.  There 
are challenges right now with staff leaving hospital employment, recruiting challenges, and 
employees who feel burnt out by the high demands of Covid. 

 
Legislator Hathway questioned if vaccinated individuals should wear masks, Mr. Cayer 

responded that it doesn’t matter what your vaccination status is everyone should wear a mask 
regardless.  Legislator Hathway questioned if the hospital had received their Critical Access 
Designation again, Mr. Cayer stated that it was reinstated retro active to July 2020 through 
December 2023.  In the summer of 2023, the hospital will complete a Tri-Annual Joint 
Commission Accreditation Survey to continue to receive the designation moving forward. 

 
Legislator Gilbert questioned if the Critical Access Designation was a legislative or 

administrative fix, Mr. Cayer reported that it will end up being an administrative fix in the end.  
The administrative fix will address the definition, which is what caused the designation to be 
removed in the first place and should be a permanent fix. 
 
COUNTY MANAGER REPORT: 
 
 Ryan reported that the grant funds the county received recently for school testing will be 
put towards reopening the Maple Ridge Center testing site to the public.  Unfortunately, the grant 
will only cover those that are affiliated through employment with a school or attending a school, so 
the county is working with the hospital to figure out the financial piece to cover the general public.  
A late resolution will be presented later tonight that will cover this portion of the testing clinic by 
using fund balance, which will allow testing to continue 3 days a week for all residents free of 
charge with a tentative reopening date of August 16th. 
 
 The current number of positive cases has increased dramatically over the last week and a 
half to 33 cases.  This puts Lewis County in a Substantial Transmission Zone according to CDC 
guidelines, which uses per capita data to calculate.  Vaccination remains the most important issue 
in order to slow the increase in cases.  There are vaccination clinics still occurring, one will be held 
on Friday, August 6th at the Lowville Fire Hall from 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. and walk-ins are 
welcome.  The CDC recommends that any Substantial Transmission Zones require all individuals 
to wear masks inside buildings, regardless of vaccination status. 
 
 Ryan asked the board to weigh in on what the policy should be for county buildings, 
currently masks are not required unless someone is unvaccinated.  Legislator Virkler agreed with 



 

 

the CDC recommendation to have everyone wear masks inside any county building.  Legislator 
Kulzer voiced his opinion that the county should wait another week to see if the cases continue to 
rise or if the spike falls, citing that the county is spread out.  Legislator Gilbert agreed with 
Legislator Kulzer but would also like to hear input from Departments that deal with the public.  
Ryan clarified that this policy would only be for county facilities, it wouldn’t apply to any 
businesses or other facilities in the county.  Legislator Dolhof suggested that there could be a 
threshold set and once the county reaches that number of cases the policy would require employees 
to wear mask in all county facilities. 
  
 Legislator Moroughan voiced her opinion that if we only require county employees to wear 
masks in county facilities, but they don’t wear them in any other buildings, like church or the 
grocery store, then what good is it going to do to stop the spread of Covid-19.  Legislator Gilbert 
felt that residents have altered their behavior based on what the current environment is.  There was 
further discussion.  Mr. Cayer handed out information showing the benefits of masks and further 
stated that the masks will limit the spread, as well as social distancing and vaccinations.  Hospital 
employees are required to wear masks.  It is important to set an example for the children in our 
community. 
 
 Legislator King stated that he was in agreement with requiring all employees to wear 
masks in county facilities to try and keep the spread to a minimum.  Legislator Dolhof clarifies that 
the current policy requires unvaccinated employees to wear masks when not at their workstation.  
Ryan stated that it is being done on an honor system as they are not being required to show proof 
of vaccination.  County Clerk Jake Moser addressed the board that he has spoken to both his Clerk 
and DMV staff, and everyone agrees that if wearing a mask helps keep the offices open to serve 
the public then they are willing to wear them.  They want to continue with forward progress and 
not have to revert to an appointment system. 
 
 Legislator Dolhof stated that it might be best to change the policy now to avoid a large 
outbreak that could jeopardize keeping the county buildings open to the public with the intention 
of changing the policy back when the numbers go back down.  Legislator Kulzer voiced his 
concern that the data the CDC is using to come up with their guidance is for highly populated areas 
which Lewis County is not.  He went on to state that there are many places that aren’t requiring 
masks, it should be a choice if someone wants to wear one. 
 
 Legislator Virkler made a motion to change the county policy to require all county 
employees and members of the public to wear masks in shared/common spaces, like hallways, 
when they are unable to socially distance (6 feet) in all county owned/operated facilities, and if the 
county falls below the Substantial Transmission Zone designation by the CDC the policy will 
revert back to only requiring unvaccinated employees and members of the public to wear masks, 
excluding the hospital as they will continue to be required to wear masks at all times, seconded by 
Legislator King.   
 

Legislator Gilbert pointed out that last year many people chose to wear a mask as a level of 
personal responsibility to protect those around them because there was no vaccine available. The 
fact that there is a vaccine that is available to protect people is what ended the need for masks, but 
now the county is going to require all employees to wear masks for the foreseeable future 



 

 

diminishes the personal responsibility aspect of this.  At some point the decision may be taken out 
of the hands of legislators but for now he is opposed to changing the policy.  Legislator Chartrand 
pointed out that the Public Health Director would be in favor of requiring all individuals to wear 
masks. 
 

The motion was then carried by the following role call vote: Ayes (6) Hathway, Chartrand, 
Osborne, Virkler, King, and Dolhof; Nayes (4) Burns, Kulzer, Gilbert, and Moroughan. 
  
COUNTY TREASURER REPORT:     
 
      Eric reported that the sales tax receipts continue to trend well above budget.  Bed Tax 
receipts are higher than normal, with only about 2 to 3 delinquents.  The Property Tax Foreclosure 
is moving ahead tentatively for a November 4th, 2021, online auction date barring any extension on 
the eviction moratorium.  ARP funding requires the first report to be submitted by August 31st 
which will be completed with assistance from our auditing firm.  Legislator Hathway cited a 
resolution appointing Eric Virkler to the DANC board and questioned if he had any specific goals 
that would help the county.  Eric responded that he is knowledgeable about DANC, will make sure 
Lewis County is represented well and make sure the county gets our value from that organization.   
 
REPORT OF THE FINANCE AND RULES COMMITTEE: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 









































































 

 

OTHER BUSINESS:  
  

A proclamation was read commemorating August 7th as “Purple Heart Day” in Lewis 
County.   

 
In response to Legislator Gilbert, Ryan stated that there are currently twelve (12) 

breakthrough cases with six (6) of those being immune compromised individuals. 
 
Legislator Dolhof reminded everyone that the September Board of Legislators meeting will 

be held at the West Leyden Fire Hall on Tuesday, September 7th at 5:00 p.m. 
 
There being no other business to come before the board Legislator Chartrand made a 

motion to adjourn at 6:13 p.m., seconded by Legislator Burns and carried. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 


