
 

 

REGULAR MEETING 
                     March 5, 2024 
 

The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. by Chairman of the Board, 
Lawrence Dolhof. 
 
 Roll Call:  All Legislators were present, except Legislator Moser who has 
been excused.  There were 21 other persons present. 
 
 Chairman Dolhof asked Legislator Kalamas for the Invocation, followed by 
the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING: 
 
 At 5:02 p.m., Chairman Dolhof opened the public hearing on the proposed 
addition of approximately 3.5 miles of trails to the Lewis County OHV Trail System.  
 

Mr. Chris Skovira of Lee Gulf Trail in Turin stated that he had spoken with 
Legislator Leviker and Legislator Dolhof about his concerns.  He had also addressed 
the Board of Legislators back in 2017 regarding the previous trail addition.  The new 
trail addition crosses at a point with a blind hill and could create some close calls if 
it remains this way.  He sited times when he would get his mail and because of the 
blind hill you can’t see any oncoming traffic.  He understands that this addition will 
create an opportunity for people from the lower sections of trail to get up on the 
hill.   
 

Towpath Inn had a bad year and was pointing blame on landowners who won’t 
allow use of their land for trails.  Mr. Skovira felt that it was a bad precedent to set 
making unsafe trail choices just to help out one business.  Another issue is the dust 
control, which is the Towns responsibility but when he approaches the Town about 
the issue, they simply say they don’t have the funds, and when going to the County, 
they just point back to the Towns.  Even when the county offers signs to try and 
manage things riders don’t obey them.   
 

Mr. Dave Freeman of Lee Gulf Trail in Turin stated that he has the same 
concerns as Mr. Skovira and would like to see them addressed.  He also cited that 
the current slope is too steep to be considered safe. 

 
Mr. Skovira came back up stating that it seems social media had already 

determined that this addition was a done deal even before the public hearing.  He 
felt that was inappropriate and that the process should be taken slowly and in 
order. 
 
PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR: 
 



 

 

Mr. Ritchie Turck of Lowville NY stated he wanted to talk about the new 
District Attorney.  His wife tragically passed away on the 14th of February and on the 
15th of February the District Attorney was contacted to provide the family with an 
autopsy.  The calling hours/funeral was schedule for February 22nd which was 
plenty of time to complete the autopsy for the family.  Mr. Turck was contacted on 
February 20th and told that the autopsy couldn’t be performed until February 22nd 
the day of her funeral.  His wife’s body was not there for her family nor for the over 
500 people who came to pay their respects.  The body was then delivered on Friday, 
February 23rd.  He does understand that there is a lack of a local pathologist.  
Perhaps the board should take a good look at how they can help their family, the 
people of Lewis County, because this should have never happened.  They should 
investigate this and make the necessary changes so bodies don’t have to go to 
Binghamton and find out if the District Attorney is capable to handle all his duties. 
 

Chairman Dolhof declared the February 6, 2024 meeting minutes approved 
by general consent. 
 
REPORT OF THE FINANCE AND RULES COMMITTEE: 
 
 The Finance and Rules Committee had met and recommended to waive the 
rules to allow action on late resolutions. 
        Signed by: Thomas Osborne 
          Jeffrey Nellenback  
          Herb Frost 
          Vincent Nortz 
Dated: March 5, 2024       Barry Lyndaker 
 

Legislator Herb moved to accept the recommendation of the Finance & Rules 
Committee, seconded by Legislator Nortz, and carried. 
 
CLERK OF THE BOARD REPORT: 
 

The Board of Legislators received correspondence from Mr. Dave Harris 
expressing his appreciation for the Lowville Skating Rink and the hope that the 
County would assist with the purchase of new chilling equipment to keep the rink 
open for a longer season as everyone there seemed to thoroughly enjoy themselves.  
They received two (2) adopted resolutions from the County of Cattaraugus titled 
“Urging New York State Legislators to Advocate on behalf of SUNY Community 
Colleges to increase funding to Community Colleges in the State budget” and 
“Demanding New York State Parole Board Revoke the Release of Edward Kindt 
from prison.”  There was one (1) resolution received from the County of Columbia 
titled “A Resolution Urging action by NYS Legislators to advocate on behalf of 
Columbia-Greene Community College to Increase Funding.”  There were two (2) 
resolutions received from the County of Essex titled “Resolution Urging Governor 
Kathy Hochul and the New York Legislature to Support the Empire State 



 

 

Community College Workforce Development Program Guarantee and the Additional 
$97 Million in Operating Funds for SUNY’s 30 Community Colleges” and  
“Resolution Opposing Assembly Bill A.6989 and Senate Bill S.6786 Entitled, “An 
Act To Amend The Alcoholic Beverage Control Law, In Relation To Establishing 
Supermarket Wine Licenses.” 
 

There have been one (1) RP-554 application for Corrected Tax Roll submitted 
for tax map number 391.00-01-28.200 that has been approved by Real Property 
Director Candy Akin and Treasurer Eric Virkler. 
 

The following Departments have submitted their 2023 Annual Reports: 
Information Technology, Lewis County Historical Society, and Cornell Cooperative 
Extension. 
 
REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES: 
 
 Legislator Osborne reported that the Information Technology department 
has about 80% of the county employees transitioned over to the new Ring Central 
phones system.   The final group will be the Department of Social Services and will 
likely take place after HEAP season passes.  I.T. continues to balance day-to-day 
tech support with bigger projects and information security.  New technology 
adoption and security maturity will be major themes throughout 2024 as they 
continue to modernize our infrastructure and enable new, better, and more efficient 
ways of doing business. 
 
 Legislator Moroughan reported that Buildings & Grounds has finally been 
able to fill vacancies due to staff transfers and retirements.  Joe Cowles, the 
Working Supervisor retired on February 16th after 15 years with the county.  The 
department took delivery of some new equipment such as a floor machine and a 
compact tractor with a loader and snowblower.  The old tractor will be auctioned off 
online soon.  There will be an RFP send out for overhead door replacement at the 
PSB, Emergency Management, and the Courthouse son so the projects can be 
completed this summer. 
  
 Legislator Moroughan moved to award bids for sand, gravel, crushed stone, 
and concrete based on project location in accordance with the tabulation of all bids 
prepared by the Highway Superintendent and placed on file with the Clerk of the 
Board for the period of April 1, 2024 through March 31, 2025, seconded by 
Legislator Leviker, and carried. 
 
 Legislator Kalamas reported that Office For the Aging served 4,184 meals in 
January through the Nutrition Program for seniors.  They had 38 clients who 



 

 

received Health Insurance counseling, 1 client received legal counseling, and 2 
clients received evidenced based classes.  There were 17 clients who received HEAP 
assistance.  The new senior meal program “Restaurant Style Dining” at The Milk 
Plant Tavern in West Leyden seems to be working well. 
 
 Legislator Kalmas moved to authorize out of state travel for Lewis County 
Public Health employees Marcia Ashline and Anna Birchenough to attend the 
Immunization Coalition National Conference in Philadelphia, PA from April 8th 
through April 11th, 2024, seconded by Legislator Lyndaker, and carried. 
 
  Legislator Nortz reported that the employee of the month was Bettina “Tina” 
Bates, RN.  Last month the hospital had an actual loss of $403,753.00 versus a 
budgeted loss of $441,457.00.  The new O.R. in January had over 163 patients.  
Maternity has 69 scheduled births.  There is a large need for travel nurses, 
especially in Maternity.  In conjunction with BOCES a new LPN class will begin soon.  
Thursday, February 29th the Town of Diana agreed to lease the health clinic to the 
hospital for the next ten years for payment of $1.00.  Once the building has been 
inspected it will open for the Northern part of the County. 
 
PROJECT MANAGERS REPORT: 
 
 Mr. Jim Garito thanked the board for the opportunity to report.  The positive 
attitudes from contractors as things moved forward and how rare this is but so 
good to see was noted.  Mr. Nick Garito stated that the Outdoor Services building 
had floors, ceilings, HVAC Units in and the mechanical work is happening behind 
the scenes.  With any luck if the weather stays good the site work can begin.  The 
projects are coming to a close with final project close out items like records, 
drawings, and paperwork. 
 
 COUNTY MANAGER REPORT: 
 
 Ryan Piche reported that he enjoyed his time at the NYSAC Conference.  The 
NYS budget is due at the beginning of Paril 2024.  It stands at $240 billion, with the 
state having a reserve of $20 billion, not quite 10%.  Medicaid spending continues to 
be out of control with counties picking up $7.6 billion.  Counties also have $14 billion 
in state mandated programs.  The tax foreclosure process still has no new legislation 
to clarify things.  The Save EMS Package is very promising and hopefully will be 
included in the budget.  There are currently 24,000 bills proposed for 2024 in Albany 
and in reality, only about 800 will pass.  Lastly the Leadership Academy will be here 
on Friday, March 22nd for Local Government Day so please let the Clerk of the Board 
know if you would like to attend. 
 
COUNTY TREASURER REPORT:     
 



 

 

 Eric Virkler thanked Candy Akin, Joan McNichol, and Taszden Newton for 
taking the reins on the foreclosure process and not moving forward with it due to 
the current legislation placing it in limbo.  Audit season is over, and the preliminary 
exit interview has been completed so the formal report should be out in a month of 
two.  Our Annual Audit which happens in house will begin April 1st. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING (Con’t): 
 
 After asking if anyone had any comments on the public hearing, and 
receiving none, the Chairman closed the public hearing at 5:37 p.m. 
 
REPORT OF THE FINANCE AND RULES COMMITTEE: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



































































 

 

OTHER BUSINESS: 
 

There being no other business to come before the Board, Legislator 
Nellenback made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:02 p.m., seconded by 
Legislator Osborne, and carried.    

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 


