
 

 

REGULAR MEETING 
                     February 6, 2024 
 

The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. by Chairman of the Board, 
Lawrence Dolhof. 
 
 Roll Call:  All Legislators were present.  There were 26 other persons present. 
 
 Chairman Dolhof asked Legislator Kalamas for the Invocation, followed by 
the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING: 
 
 At 5:05 p.m., Chairman Dolhof opened the public hearing on CDBG funding 
for community development, public infrastructure, housing, public facilities, small 
business, and economic development needs under program year 2024 NYS CDBG 
funding applications, in amounts not to exceed $1,500,000.00.  There were no 
public comments at this time. 
 
 Legislator Frost introduced the two groups of Harrisville students who 
participated in the Student Spaceflight Experiment Program (SSEP), Group One 
was Hailey Meagher, Ethan LaVancha, and Elaine LaVancha; Group Two was Nadia 
Atkinson, Maia Bernhard, and Ms. Taylor.  Group One gave a presentation on their 
Mission 16 project titled “The effects of microgravity on Chlamydomonas reinhardtii 
algae when exposed to optimal nutrient levels” and then Group Two gave a 
presentation on their Mission 17 project titled “The reproduction rates of fruit flies 
with the effects of microgravity.” At the conclusion of the presentation, there were 
pictures taken of the group with the Chairman, County Manager, and District 1 
Legislator. 
 
PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR: 
 
 Mr. Lonny Koons introduced himself to the Board of Legislators as a 
candidate petitioning to run against Assemblyman Ken Blankenbush for the 
Republic Nomination later this summer.  He stated that he was in the Army for 20 
years, and after retiring his wife chose to move up here and they will remain here 
because they have already moved around 20 times.  Just last month, he was 
promoted from being a truck driver to a manager at the company he is currently 
with, and they have already indicated he has potential to move up even more.  He 
concluded by mentioning he will leave cards available with his information for 
anyone who would like one. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING (Con’t): 
 



 

 

 After asking if anyone had any comments on the public hearing, and 
receiving none the Chairman closed the public hearing at 5:40 p.m. 
 
 Chairman Dolhof declared the January 2, 2024 meeting minutes approved by 
general consent. 
 
REPORT OF THE FINANCE AND RULES COMMITTEE: 
 
 The Finance and Rules Committee had met and recommended to waive the 
rules to allow action on late resolutions. 
        Signed by: Thomas Osborne 
          Jeffrey Nellenback  
          Herb Frost 
          Vincent Nortz 
Dated: February 6, 2024       Barry Lyndaker 
 

Legislator Moser moved to accept the recommendation of the Finance & 
Rules Committee, seconded by Legislator Nortz, and carried. 
 
CLERK OF THE BOARD REPORT: 
 

The Board of Legislators received correspondence from Naturally Lewis 
regarding the IDA’s Uniform Tax Exemption Policy revisions, the NYSAC 2024 Key 
Priorities, and the Executive State Budget County Impact Report.  
 

There have been four (4) RP-554 applications for Corrected Tax Roll 
submitted for tax map number 071.00-02-18.000; 276.00-02-04.000; 129.12-08-
07.000; and 013.00-01-20.000 that have been approved by Real Property Director 
Candy Akin and Treasurer Eric Virkler. 
 

The following Departments have submitted their 2023 Annual Reports: 
Buildings & Grounds, Building Codes, County Clerk, Junkyards, Office For the Aging, 
and Treasurer. 
 
REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES: 
 
 Legislator Osborne reported that the County Clerk’s Office switched to IQS 
Cloud based recording software.  The office was given the unique opportunity to be 
a Beta tester for their vendor IQS.  This was an exciting time to be able to assist 
with the design of software that will be used in other Clerk’s Offices across New 
York State and the Country.  Online records subscriptions and requests continue to 
rise which helps bring in revenue to offset the costs of the recording software.  The 
lack of consistent snow has impacted the number of transactions and revenue from 
the DMV.   



 

 

 
 Legislator Osborne moved that the Lewis County Board of Legislators 
approve and adopt the 2024/2025 Finance & Rules Committee Goals as presented 
at the January Committee meeting, seconded by Legislator Moser, and carried. 
 
 Legislator Moroughan reported that Solid Waste Director Kip Turck sent a 
letter to Department Heads, Legislative Board members, and Lewis County Staff 
thanking everyone for their support and well wishes since the loss of their dear 
friend and co-worker Larry Lyndaker. 
 

He expressed appreciation to the Solid Waste Crew, B.J. Roggie, Jon Bush, 
Derek Nichol, John Sturtevant, Justin Mooney, Shawn Lawrence, Denise Yost, Bob 
Peters, Jim Bush, and Walter Lehman, for pulling together as a team and supporting 
each other through this tragedy.  
 

A special thanks went out to the Highway Department, especially John Reed, 
for allowing Aaron Staie and Todd Brouty to help out at the transfer station.  
 

The Solid Waste crew has decided to honor Larry by carrying on the way he 
worked every day; with pride, humbleness, and to have fun doing it. They are 
committed to keeping the department something to be proud of because Larry sure 
was! 

 
Legislator Moroughan moved that the Lewis County Board of Legislators 

approve and adopt the 2024-2025 General Services Committee Goals as presented 
at the January Committee meeting, seconded by Legislator Leviker, and carried. 
  
 Legislator Moser reported that Community Services Department hired Anna 
Platz as Deputy Director effective 1/1/2024.  The Office of Addiction Services and 
Support (OASAS) substance use prevention services transition and planning has 
been paused.  This is a result of a delay in “finalizing” closure and building logistics.  
In 2024, Community Services Department focuses will be Office of Mental Health 
24/7 crisis service department; Office of Mental Health Joseph P. Dwyer Vet Peer to 
Peer Program; and Opioid litigation funded plan development and execution with 
the focus being social determinants of health. 
 
 Legislator Moser moved that the Lewis County Board of Legislators approve and 
adopt the 2024/2025 Human Services Committee Goals as presented at the 
January Committee meeting, seconded by Legislator Kalamas, and carried. 
 
 Legislator Nortz reported that the Employee for the Month of September was 
Allison Kiser, October was Bertha Snyder, November was Stanley Mathys, and 
December was Andrea Peters.  At the January Board of Managers meeting, there 
were three employees who retired; Wendy Fenton, LPN after 38 years; Sandra 



 

 

Oblick, LPN after 14.5 years; and Ilvire Tanis, CNA after 21 years.  There are three 
new additions to the hospital: Allison Kiser, NP at the Beaver River Health Center; 
Amy Phair, NP at the Beaver River Health Center; and Laci Reilly, NP at the 
Copenhagen Health Center. 
 
  For the month of December there was a budgeted loss of $247,803.00 but 
instead there was a gain of $811,172.00.  The year-to-date gain is $1,981,808.00 
versus a break-even budget.  Since January 2023 the number of uses of the 
Operating Rooms have gone from 128 to 184 due to the new OR rooms and the 
addition of Dr. Zehr.  A JCC Survey came out last week which had two questions 
regarding healthcare.  The first was about healthcare access in Lewis County, 47% 
surveyors thought it was excellent or good.  The second was about healthcare 
quality in Lewis County, 52% thought it was excellent or good.  However, 42% 
thought healthcare access was fair, which shows the need for more doctors, 
services, and programs. 

 
Mr. Cayer reported that the Building Project is on schedule with Phases four 

and five to be completed by March.  Anyone who would like to see the project just 
reach out.  There was an interview request regarding Dr. Akl from WWNY TV 7 
recently that was roughly 35 minutes long.  The interview answered several 
questions and showed the transparency from the hospital on this matter. 

 
PROJECT MANAGERS REPORT: 
 
 Mr. Jim Garito thanked the board for the opportunity to report.  The positive 
attitudes from contractors as things moved forward was noted.  Anyone who wants 
a tour can reach out at any time.  Mr. Nick Garito reported that Board of Elections 
has moved in and seem relatively happy with the space.  Outdoor Services building 
has windows, flooring, and paint on the walls indicating it should be coming to a 
finish soon. 
 
 COUNTY MANAGER REPORT: 
 
 Ryan Piche reported that the Annual Snowmobile trip of legislators and staff 
made it to Osceola and had a great time there, learning a lot about that area.  The 
volunteers are incredible and make the trail system great in Lewis County.  After 
three years every snowmobile club in Lewis County has been visited at least once.  
Osceola were great hosts and deserve a big thank you. 
 
COUNTY TREASURER REPORT:     
 
 Eric Virkler reported that the sales tax revenue has been received for 2023 
and was slightly below the amount for 2022.  The Audit from NYS is finishing up and 
will give their final written report in the next few months.  The focus was on p-card 
purchases and procedures, which went well.  There was notification received from 



 

 

NYS DOH about an IGT payment that was due in 4 days.  There is no County control 
over the timing or payment amounts which makes it very difficult to budget for.  He 
did register a slight complain with NYS DOH about this.  The Nursing Home request 
has not been received yet either. 
 
REPORT OF THE FINANCE AND RULES COMMITTEE: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 









































 

 

OTHER BUSINESS: 
 

There being no other business to come before the Board, Legislator 
Nellenback made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:04 p.m., seconded by 
Legislator Frost, and carried.    

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 


