
 

 

  ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING 

                     January 2, 2024 

 

The meeting was called to order at 5:04 p.m. by Clerk of the Board, Cassandra Moser. 

 

 Roll Call:  All Legislators were present, except Legislator Nellenback who had been 

excused.  There were 14 other persons present. 

 

 The Honorable Judge Merrell came forward and administered the Oath of Office to each 

Legislator.  

 

The Clerk of the Board called for nominations for a Chair of the Board of Legislators for 

2024.  Legislator Osborne nominated Legislator Larry Dolhof, seconded by Legislator Nortz.  

There being no other nominations, Legislator Osborne made a motion for the clerk to close the 

polls and cast one unanimous ballot for Legislator Dolhof, seconded by Legislator Frost, carried.  

Legislators Moroughan and Osborne escorted Chairman Dolhof to the podium. 

 

Chairman Dolhof asked Legislator Kalamas for the Invocation, followed by the Pledge of 

Allegiance to the Flag. 

 

Chairman Dolhof announced the following Standing Committee appointments: 

General Services Committee: Legislator Moroughan, Chair; Legislator Leviker, Vice-

Chair; committee members are Legislator Forst, Legislator Kalamas, and Legislator Nellenback.  

This committee will oversee the departments of Agriculture, Board of Elections, Buildings & 

Grounds, Code Enforcement/Junkyards, District Attorney, Fire & Emergency Management, 

Highway, Public Defender, Recreation, Forestry & Parks, Solid Waste, and Weights & 

Measures. 

Human Services Committee: Legislator Moser, Chair; Legislator Kalamas, Vice-Chair; 

committee members are Legislator Leviker, Legislator Nortz, and Legislator Lyndaker.  This 

committee will oversee the departments of Community Services, Hospital, Office For the Aging, 

Probation, Public Health, Sheriff, Social Services, Veterans Service Agency, and Youth Bureau. 

Finance & Rules Committee: Legislator Osborne, Chair; Legislator Nellenback, Vice-

Chair; committee members are Legislator Frost, Legislator Nortz, and Legislator Lyndaker.  This 

committee will oversee the departments of County Clerk/Records Management, Economic 

Development, Human Resources, Information Technology, Insurance/Workers’ Compensation, 

JCC Education Center, Planning & Community Development, Purchasing, Real Property 

Taxation, and Treasurer. 

 

The Chairman declared the December 5th and December 21st meeting minutes approved. 

 

REPORT OF THE RULES AND LEGISLATION COMMITTEE: 

 

 Legislator Moser made a motion to waive the Board’s Standing Rule No. VI, to allow 

action on all resolutions, including any late resolutions, presented this evening, seconded by 

Legislator Leviker and carried. 

 



 

 

PUBLIC HEARING: 

 

 Chairman Dolhof opened the public hearing at 5:20 p.m. for comments on A Local Law 

Providing for Increases to Salaries for Certain Local Officials. 

 

CLERK OF THE BOARD REPORT: 

 

The Board of Legislators, being all members of the Republican party, have indicated their 

wish to designate the Watertown Daily Times as their official newspaper for the years 2024 and 

2025 which will be placed on file with the Clerk of the Board. 

 

TO THE HONORABLE BOARD OF LEGISLATORS OF LEWIS COUNTY: 

 The people of the County of Lewis being divided into various political parties, the 

undersigned Legislators of Lewis County elected by the Republican Party, pursuant to Section 

214 of the County Law, hereby designate the   Watertown Daily Times  , a newspaper circulated 

in Lewis County, State of New York, which newspaper fairly represents the Republican Party of 

said County, to publish the session laws, concurrent resolutions of the Legislature as required by 

law to be published, certificates of nomination, local laws of the Board of Legislators, election 

notices, official canvass, and any and all other matters that are or may be required by law to be 

published in the official newspaper of the County. 

 

NAME/SIGNATURE    ADDRESS 

Herbert F. Frost III    P.O. Box 297, Harrisville, NY 13648 

Thomas M. Kalamas    6220 Swiss Road, Castorland, NY 13620 

Jessica L. Moser    10280 Old State Road, Carthage, NY 13619 

Barry D. Lyndaker    7708 East Road, Lowville, NY 13367 

Vincent P. Nortz    7757 Dewitt Street, Lowville, NY 13367 

Andrea J. Moroughan    6697 Pine Grove Road, Glenfield, NY 13343 

Joshua P. Leviker    6144 West Main Street, Turin, NY 13473 

Lawrence L. Dolhof    P.O. Box 308, Lyons Falls, NY  13368 

Thomas A. Osborne    6202 Pine Grove Road, Glenfield, NY 13343 

Jeffrey G. Nellenback    4479 Mud Lake Road, West Leyden, NY 13489 

  

 The 2024 NYSAC Legislative Conference will be held at the Crowne Plaza Albany at the 

Desmond beginning on February 26th through the 28th.  If you are interested in attending the 

whole conference or a portion of the conference, please let the Clerk of the Board know as the 

hotel books up quickly. 

 

Fire & Emergency Director Robert Mackenzie reported that the Deputy Fire Coordinators 

for 2024 are Richard Ross, Gary Ashline, Bob Bellinger, Joseph Shue, Jeff Nellenback, and Ron 

Gingerich.   

  

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES: 

 



 

 

 Legislator Moroughan moved that Lewis County Highway Department enters into an 

inter-municipal agreement with the Village of Port Leyden for short term snow and ice removal 

due to a staffing shortage at the Village, seconded by Legislator Kalamas, and carried. 

 

 PROJECT MANAGERS REPORT: 

 

 Mr. Jim Garito thanked the board and new members for the opportunity to report.  He 

stated that these have been positive projects as most of the workers are residents of Lewis County 

and take pride in their work and calling it their building.  One contractor stated that he enjoyed this 

job because he didn’t have to worry about anyone stealing tools.  The Progress meeting is being 

held Thursday and anyone is invited to come.  It is being held at the Highway Garage.  He 

introduced his son Anthony who was home from college and enjoyed seeing the progress being 

made.  The New Highway Facility had the open house earlier in the day and it went extremely 

well. 

 

 Mr. Nick Garito reported that the Board of Elections portion of the DMV building is 

basically done and should allow them to move in over the next couple weeks.  Outdoor Services 

continues to take shape and is coming along nicely.  Things are winding down on the projects. 

 

COUNTY MANAGER REPORT: 

 

 Mr. Ryan Piche reported that he had handed out the draft Committee Goals for 2024/2025 

and would like discussion at the January committee meetings.  Once they have been discussed and 

adopted by each committee, the goals will go to the full board for approval.  These goals help keep 

everyone on course as things come up and keeps everyone focused.  He concluded by letting 

everyone know that he will be attending the NYSAC Conference along with Mr. Eric Virkler.  

  

COUNTY TREASURER REPORT:     

 

            County Treasurer, Eric Virkler reported that the county has received 2 of the last 3 sales tax 

payments of 2023.  The Health Insurance Fund is low and needs to be monitored over the next few 

months, but he is hoping that after that it should pick up.  The Purchasing cards or P-cards are 

being scrutinized by the auditors.  In the past, the county only had two credit cards that needed to 

be shared by all departments which was constricting.  The new p-cards are issued to each 

department and the county has a policy in place for their management and use.  He concluded by 

stating that the guidance from the auditors is good to see. 

 

REPORT OF THE FINANCE AND RULES COMMITTEE: 

 

 

 

 

 

OTHER BUSINESS: 

 



 

 

 Chairman Dolhof called a recess at 5:32 p.m. for 20 minutes due to needing to have the 

Public Hearing open. 

 

 Chairman Dolhof called the meeting to order at 5:52 p.m. and asked for any comments on 

the Local Law, being there was none he closed the public hearing. 

 

RESOLUTIONS: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

































































 

 

OTHER BUSINESS (Continued): 

 

There being no other business to come before the Board, Legislator Frost moved to adjourn 

the meeting at 6:06 p.m., seconded by Legislator Leviker, carried.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


