
 

 

FINAL DAY ANNUAL SESSION 

                     December 21, 2023 

 

The meeting was called to order at 10:04 a.m. by Chairman of the Board, Lawrence 

Dolhof. 

 

 Roll Call:  All Legislators were present except Legislator Josh Leviker who had been 

excused.  There were 13 other persons present. 

 

 Chairman Dolhof asked Legislator Gilbert for the Invocation, followed by the Pledge of 

Allegiance to the Flag. 

 

REPORT OF THE FINANCE AND RULES COMMITTEE: 

 

 The Finance and Rules Committee had met and recommended to waive the rules to allow 

action on late resolutions. 

        Signed by: Thomas Osborne 

Philip Hathway 

Jessica Moser 

          Jeffrey Nellenback 

Dated: December 21, 2023         

 

Legislator Virkler moved that the rules be waived, seconded by Legislator Chartrand, and 

carried. 

 

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR: 

 

 Chairman Dolhof stated that there are four retiring legislators who have helped to achieve 

several goals during their tenure.  Within the last two years, the Board has reduced the property 

taxes to the lowest level since 1996; created a 15% reduction in the tax rate; completed 

construction on a New Highway Facility for the first time since 1906; completed a new surgical 

wing and patient rooms for the first time since the 1980’s; completed updates in the PSB for the 

jail for the first time since 1991; distributed 100% of the American Rescue Plan funds out to the 

community through a Broadband program, reducing unconnected households by 70%, Façade 

and Streetscape program, Vacant Property Revitalization program, Rails to Trails program, and 

Childcare program; moved forward several special committees such as the EMS Ad Hoc 

committee, Agricultural Sustainability Committee, Southern Lewis County Water Study 

committee, and Central Lewis County Water Study committee; focused on mental health issues 

by creating a Suicide Video series, founding and supporting the Traumatic Loss Team, and 

bringing Medication Assisted Treatment plan to the jail; established new long term financial 

goals; cleaned up and demolished ten blighted properties; facilitated the reuse of the Glenfield 

School leading to a $25 million dollar investment in senior housing; adopted thoughtful and 

progressive regulations for solar development; increased transparency with a new website and 

new presentation equipment in the Legislative Board Chambers.  That is just some of the items 

without going into too much detail. 

 



 

 

Chairman Dolhof thanked the current Board, in particular the four legislators that are 

leaving for their service and giving a unique insight with their comments and considerations.  

Due to this the Board has accomplished quite a lengthy list of items to move Lewis County 

forward. The Chairman then handed out framed certificates to Legislator Lisa Virkler, Legislator 

Ian Gilbert, Legislator Richard Chartrand, and Legislator Phil Hathway followed by a round of 

applause for each one respectively. 

 

CLERK OF THE BOARD REPORT: 

 

 A Resolution was received from Cattaraugus County titled: “Supporting Repopulation 

and Restocking of Native Species Elk into Allegany State Park.”   

 

Sealer of Measures and Weights Biran Mooney submitted the September, October, and 

November Summary of Field Service Reports which have been placed on file.  An edition of 

Farmshine was forwarded to all legislators from Mr. Gary Rozicowski showing that the House of 

Representatives passed the Whole Milk for Healthy Kids Act allowing whole milk in school 

lunch programs.  

 

COUNTY TREASURER REPORT:     

 

 Eric Virkler reported that the State Auditors are making good progress and will be giving 

legislators an update on where they are, please stop in and speak with them today.  They have 

done a great job so far.  Three + One, our cash management consultants, gave Lewis County an 

award for making a grade of 90 for three quarters in a row, and should continue get some 

publicity from that. 

 

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES: 

 

 Legislator Chartrand reported that the October Employee of the Month for the Hospital 

was Bertha Snyder, Unit Helper.  The OR Tower is operational, and the Maternity Ward should 

be opening sometime in March of 2024. 

 

 Mr. Jerry Cayer reported that the new surgical pavilion went live with three OR’s going 

at once, this has created a meaningful increase in surgeries.  Dr. Ackle was hired for the 

maternity department a month ago and it looks like it will be operational by March 25, 2024.  

The maternity nurses will be going to Crouse in Syracuse for additional training. 

 

 Mr. Cayer stated that Legislator Chartrand was recognized for his service at the Hospital 

Board of Managers meeting but should be acknowledged today as he serves on behalf of this 

Board.  His history of service is remarkable along with his ability to respectfully challenge things 

and ask questions.  Legislator Chartrand has served on the Hospital Board of Managers first as a 

citizen from 1997 through 2008, then as the Board of Legislators representative from 2014 

through 2023.  He has been Chair of the Hospitals Buildings and Grounds committee, a member 

of the Executive Committee, and much more.  In honor of Legislator Chartrand’s years of 

service, he was given a plaque, notification that two bricks will be placed on the memorial wall 

of the hospital, two coasters, and a box of Lewis County food items.   



 

 

 Mr. Cayer thanked the whole Board and read the LCHS mission statement.  He wished 

everyone Happy Holidays.  Legislator Chartrand reciprocated his appreciation of Mr. Cayer and 

the great communication since his arrival.  

 

REPORT OF THE FINANCE AND RULES COMMITTEE: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

















































































































 

 

OTHER BUSINESS: 

 

County Attorney Joan McNichol reported that this years Annual Holiday Basket Raffle 

was a success.   This is the 9th year that the County Departments have held this event.  This year 

there were 21 baskets that raised a total of $1,770.00 to be split between the Rene Beyer Fund 

and the Local Food Pantries.  Since the inception of the event in 2014, there has been a total of 

just over $14,000.00 raised for various charities.  She recognized Cassandra Moser, Amanda 

Lawton, and her office staff for all the hard work they put into the event. 

 

Chairman Dolhof reminded the Board and the incoming legislators that there will be a 

caucus held at Mike Young’s Office at 11:00 a.m. to give time for some of the legislators to meet 

with the auditors before heading over. 

 

Legislator Hathway stated that Herb Frost will be taking his place on the Board and will 

be able to continue his special reports on Harrisville accomplishments.  He reported that 

Harrisville Central School students have had the opportunity to send another experiment into 

space, so congratulations for this amazing accomplishment. 

 

There being no other business to come before the Board, Legislator Chartrand moved that 

the Board adjourn the meeting at 10:38 a.m., seconded by Legislator Hathway, and carried.    

 

 


