
 

 

FIRST DAY ANNUAL SESSION 

                     November 7, 2023 

 

The meeting was called to order at 5:02 p.m. by Chairman of the Board, Lawrence Dolhof. 

 

 Roll Call:  All Legislators were present, and there were 18 other persons present. 

 

 Chairman Dolhof asked Legislator Hathway for the Invocation, followed by the Pledge of 

Allegiance to the Flag. 

 

PROCLAMATION: 

 

 The Clerk of the Board read a proclamation for Adoption Awareness Month. 

 

 Chairman Dolhof declared the October 3, 2023 meeting minutes approved by general 

consent. 

 

REPORT OF THE FINANCE AND RULES COMMITTEE: 

 

 The Finance and Rules Committee had met and recommended to waive the rules to allow 

action on late resolutions. 

        Signed by: Thomas Osborne 

Philip Hathway 

Jessica Moser 

          Joshua Leviker 

          Jeffrey Nellenback 

Dated: November 7, 2023         

 

Legislator Hathway moved that the rules be waived, seconded by Legislator Virkler, and 

carried. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING(S): 

 

 At 5:06 p.m., Chairman Dolhof opened the public hearings on the following:  Local Law 

No. 1-2023 “Local Law to Authorize Overriding the Tax Levy Limit Established by General 

Municipal Law 3-C (A/K/A 2% Tax Cap) for the Lewis County 2024 Budget.”; Local Law No. 

2-2023 “Local Law of the County of Lewis Providing Partial Real Property Tax Exemptions for 

Volunteer Firefighters and Ambulance Workers Pursuant to Section 466-A of the Real Property 

Tax Law”; Lewis County 2024 Shared Services Plan; and Unsafe Structure located at 6314 East 

Main Street, Village of Turin.   

 

 County Attorney Joan McNichol stated that the owner of the unsafe structure at 6314 

East Main Street in the Village of Turin, Mr. Ignacio Ahumada, was here from California.  She 

had given the Board of Legislators each a copy of the documents related to this property.  She 

along with Code Enforcement Officers David Brown and Ward Dailey met with owner at the site 

of the structure this morning.  Mr. Ahumada indicated that his intention is to demolish the 



 

 

additions that were added on the original structure and then preserve and rehabilitate the original 

structure.  He understood that he would need to take action on this property right away and 

indicated that the debris on the property would need to be cleaned up.  

  

 Mr. Ahumada confirmed that he was provided a list of contractors that could assist with 

the demolition and that he agrees to move on the demolition within the next 60 days to remove 

the additions.  He understands that he will need to work with the Codes Department to get the 

correct permits required and contact the necessary regulatory agencies required for demolition.  

He asked the Board to work with him as his intention is to clean up the property.   

 

 Legislator Hathway asked for clarification whether the 60-day time period was to start 

demolition or to have it completed, Joan responded that it would be to have the demolition of the 

additions completed in that 60-day time frame, which will likely only take a couple days.  Joan 

appreciated that Mr. Ahumada was willing to take care of this matter.  Chairman Dolhof stated 

that within the 60-day time frame an engineer should provide some type of proof that the portion 

of the building intended to be saved can be saved.  He recognized that Mr. Ahumada had 

purchased this property site unseen and was glad that he was trying to correct the issues and 

assured him that the Board would work with him on the matter. 

 

CLERK OF THE BOARD REPORT: 

 

A Resolution was received from Franklin County titled: “Franklin County Legislature 

Opposes Senate Bill S6637 Regarding Amending Section 606 of the Tax Law.”  A Resolution 

was received from Greene County titled “Supporting Senate Bill S.7645 that Repeals Certain 

Provisions of the Executive Law Establishing a Fee for Background Checks on Certain Firearm 

and Ammunition Purchases.” 

 

Several resolutions were received from Orleans County, they are:  

• “Supporting of Efforts to Improve Probation and Alternatives to Incarceration in New York 

State in order to Protect the Public and Reduce Reliance on Prisons, Jails and Detention.”;  

• “Urging the Governor and State Legislature to allow Speech-Language Pathologist Assistants 

and Aids to Practice Via License, Registration, or Certification in New York State’s Early 

Intervention Program to Expand Capacity for Children in Need of Services.”;  

• “Urging the Governor and State Legislature to Move the Administrative Responsibility for 

Preschool Special Education Transportation Services to Local School Districts.”;  

• “Urging the Governor and State Legislature to Implement a Rate Increase for Early 

Intervention Providers with No Increase Cost to Counties.”;  

• “Urging the Governor and State Legislature to Expedite the Release of Covered Lives 

Implementation Guidance and Funds to Counties.”;  

• “Urging the Governor and State Legislators to Enact Increases for Local Highway, Bridge 

and Culvert Programs to Compensate for Construction Cost Inflation.”;  

• “Supporting the Creation of a Joint State Agency-Local Highway Department Advisory 

Group to Prepare for the Transition to a Zero-Or Low-Carbon Transportation Sector.”;  



 

 

• “Demanding New York State Reduce the Cost of State-Mandated Programs on Local 

Taxpayers.”;  

• “Urging the Federal Government and State of New York to Provide Immediate Assistance to 

Local Governments to Address the Migrant Crisis.”;  

• “Urging the Governor and New York State Legislature to Become a True Partner by 

Focusing on Rent Allowance and Standard of Need which must Include the Restoration of 

50/50 Cost Sharing for Safety Net Programs and Provide Actual Brick and Mortar Solutions 

by Making Permanent Housing the Central Focus.”;  

• “Supporting Proposals to Modernize State Tax Laws to Include the Short-Term Rental 

Industry and Ensure these Changes are Appropriately Tailored for the needs of Local 

Communities.”;  

• “Support of Modernizing New York State’s in REM Tax Delinquency Foreclosure Process to 

Comply with the Tyler vs. Hennepin County Supreme Court Decision and Prioritizes the 

Needs of All Property Taxpayers.” 

• “Supporting Senate Bill S7645 That Repeals Certain Provisions of the Executive Law 

Establishing a Fee for Background Checks on Certain Firearm and Ammunition Purchases.” 

 

The Semi-Annual Mortgage Tax Report for April 1, 2023 through September 30, 2023 

was completed and distributed to the Board of Legislators.  The sum of $193,499.91 has been 

apportioned to the Tax Districts and the Treasurer’s Office has been directed to pay the 

respective amounts due to the Towns, Villages, and the County of Lewis, pursuant to the 

provisions of Section 261 of the Tax Law. 

 
APPORTIONMENT OF MORTGAGE TAX 

                                          April 1, 2023 through September 30, 2023 

 

 KEY VALUATION  AMOUNT 

Town of Croghan  461,167,095 13,732.14 

Village of Croghan 0.027750672 25,595,394 391.95 

   14,124.09 

    

Town of Denmark  374,381,795 24,185.02 

Village of Castorland 0.026082202 19,529,403 693.68 

Village of Copenhagen 0.064571946 48,349,122 1,717.36 

   26,596.06 

    

Town of Diana  254,962,011 9,423.41 

    

Town of Greig  318,987,160 12,748.22 

    



 

 

Town of Harrisburg  133,657,627 793.49 

    

Town of Lewis  97,184,818 4,601.74 

    

Town of Leyden  141,675,294 16,572.31 

Village of Port Leyden 0.063590489 18,018,403 1,125.41 

   17,697.72 

    

Town of Lowville  532,422,837 24,843.59 

Village of Lowville 0.281590433 299,850,354 9,737.79 

   34,581.38 

    

Town of Lyonsdale  150,861,202 4,972.50 

Village of Lyons Falls 0.040990985 12,367,898 219.31 

Village of Port Leyden 0.029598926 8,930,659 158.36 

   5,350.17 

    

Town of Martinsburg  281,262,008 15,544.04 

    

Town of Montague  56,109,678 1,497.34 

    

Town of New Bremen  236,589,234 13,123.57 

Village of Croghan 0.038486812 18,211,131 525.30 

   13,648.87 

    

Town of Osceola  76,501,661 440.83 

    

Town of Pinckney  51,622,385 3,807.27 

    

Town of Turin  131,370,666 5,420.74 

Village of Turin 0.059881042 15,733,225 345.27 

   5,766.01 

    

Town of Watson  284,686,544 8,748.07 

    

Town of West Turin  198,612,962 15,369.92 

Village of Constableville 0.051624279 20,506,502 936.01 

Village of Lyons Falls 0.100670209 39,988,817 1,825.27 

   18,131.20 

    



 

 

 GRAND TOTAL  $193,499.91  

 

To County of Lewis                                       $  96,750.03  

 

      Thomas Osborne, Chair 

      Philip Hathway 

      Jeffrey Nellenback 

      Joshua Leviker 

      Jessica Moser 

               Finance & Rules Committee 

Dated: November 7, 2023 

 
WARRANT 

 

Treasurer of the County of Lewis, 

 

 You are hereby notified by the Board of Legislators of Lewis County that the sum of     

$193,499.91    from the tax on mortgages from April 1, 2023 through September 30, 2023 has 

been apportioned to the Tax Districts entitled to same and, you are hereby directed to pay the 

respective Supervisors the amount due to the Towns, to their Village Treasurers the amount due 

the Villages, and to the County of Lewis the amount stated, according to the foregoing schedule, 

pursuant to the provisions of Section 261 of the Tax Law. 

 

Given under the hands of the Chairman and the Clerk of the Board of Legislators of 

Lewis County, and the seal of the Board of Legislators being hereto affixed on the 8th day of 

November 2023. 

 

      Lawrence L. Dolhof, Chairman 

      Cassandra Moser, Clerk of the Board 

 

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES: 

 

  Legislator Osborne reported that the Purchasing Department has been busy this fall 

working with the Budget team to deliver a Capital Budget that enables County Departments to 

have the tools and resources to serve the citizens and taxpayers of Lewis County.  

 

Last month they opened an RFP for OASIS Substance Misuse Program. They currently 

are issuing 2 RFP’s, one for the demolition of a condemned structure in Port Leyden and the 

other is for two enclosed trailers to assist Board of Elections with moving around the voting 

machines.  By owing these trailers the county will see a 5-year payback and the convenience of 

not having to rely on the rental companies to provide trucks as each year it comes down to the 

last minute if they have enough trucks for us.  Finally, there will be a surplus auction coming out 

in the next few weeks being highlighted by 2 snowmobiles from the Sheriff’s Department that 

have been replaced and a 2016 ford interceptor patrol car. 

 

 



 

 

Legislator Gilbert reported that Emergency Management is working with DHSES to 

complete a COOP plan, draft forthcoming.  This plan would not be possible without the support 

of the Board and the creation of the Emergency Management Deputy Director requested in the 

budget. 

 

The BOCES EMT program is coming together with the support of Howard G. Sacketts 

Technical Center, Lewis County Emergency Management Office and findings from the Lewis 

County EMS ad hoc committee.  This program will hopefully bolster the number of EMS 

providers in Lewis County.  An AEMT (Advanced EMT) class will be hosted in January at 

Constableville. This class has not been provided previously in Lewis County.  

 

A full schedule of Fire training classes will be established at the State Fire Instructor 

meeting scheduled for later this month. Lewis County has 4 State fire Instructors that reside and 

provide training in Lewis County.  

 

 Legislator Virkler stated that Lewis County Public Health reported a slight decline in 

Covid-19 cases in September with 15 individuals hospitalized and sadly 4 residents died of 

Covid-19 related complications.  They continue to provide Covid-19 vaccine by appointment in 

their office and are now able to vaccinate everyone 6-months and older.  Moderna and Pfizer 

both have new bivalent boosters that have been authorized by the FDA.  These booster doses 

cover both the original virus strain as well as Omnicron variant.   

 

PROJECT MANAGERS REPORT: 

 

 Mr. Jim Garito thanked the board and Ryan for the opportunity to report.  The projects, 

through the flexibility of the County, have become more of a multi-phase approach to finish 

them up.  This allows certain pieces to be completed while other pieces are worked on.  Having 

more than one contractor onsite working allows them to deal with things quicker.   

 

 Mr. Nick Garito reported that the Board of Elections portion of the East State Street 

property is having the exterior worked on and should be completed by the end of next week.  The 

interior work is being done and painting should occur next week.  Highway has been completed, 

and the Outdoor Services Building is having rough-ins worked on as well as the windows and 

exterior work. 

 

 COUNTY MANAGER REPORT: 

 

  Ryan Piche reported that he has been busy working on the tentative budget which was 

filed with the Clerk of the Board today.  He reminded the Board that any changes can be made 

by motion at the Public Hearing or can be passed to himself or the Clerk of the Board to have a 

resolution prepared for the November 21, 2023 meeting. 

 

COUNTY TREASURER REPORT:     

 

 Eric Virkler reported that he had handed out his monthly financial report to the Board and 

if anyone has any questions just reach out to him.  The State Comptroller’s Office has sent 



 

 

auditors who will be on site for some time.  They will be informing the board of things as they 

go through the audit process.  Legislator Gilbert questioned how our Mortgage Tax this year 

compares to past years, Eric Virkler referred the question to County Clerk Jake Moser.  Mr. 

Moser explained that the Mortgage Tax report is down substantially this year compared to the 

past two years likely due to the higher interest rates which slows property purchases.  Ryan 

stated that in the 2024 budget the revenue from Mortgage Tax was reduced. 

  

REPORT OF THE FINANCE AND RULES COMMITTEE: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 















































































 

 

RESOLUTIONS (con’t): 

 

 After adopting the consent resolutions, the Chairman requested a 10-minute recess before 

closing the public hearings and moving on to the remaining resolutions. 

 

 At 5:48 p.m. the Chairman closed all the public hearings having had no comments made by 

anyone. 

 

OTHER BUSINESS: 

 

At 5:49 p.m. Legislator Chartrand moved that the Board enter Executive Session for 

discussion on a personnel matter, seconded by Legislator Osborne, and carried. 

 

At 5:58 p.m. Legislator Chartrand moved that the Board enter regular session, seconded 

by Legislator Gilbert, and carried. 

 

There being no other business to come before the Board, Legislator Gilbert moved that 

the Board adjourn the meeting at 5:49 p.m., seconded by Legislator Nellenback, and carried.    

 

 


