
 

 

REGULAR MEETING 

                     July 5, 2023 

 

The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. by Chairman of the Board, Lawrence Dolhof. 

 

 Roll Call:  All Legislators were present and there were 22 other persons present. 

 

 Chairman Dolhof asked Legislator Hathway for the Invocation, followed by the Pledge of 

Allegiance to the Flag. 

 

RECOGNITIONS: 

 

 Chairman Dolhof stated that the Board of Legislators recognizes members of the 

Naturally Lewis staff, Chamber of Commerce Executive Director, and the county’s Planning and 

Community Development Director for their exceptional work the past few years in bringing to 

fruition many of this Board’s financial investment and visions pertaining to economic 

development, including the investment to beautify our downtown area and hamlets for residents 

and visitors alike. 

 

 In the audience tonight is Brittany Davis and Cheyenne Steria, the Executive Director and 

Director of Finance and Incentives, respectively, for Naturally Lewis and the Lewis County IDA; 

Kristen Aucter, Executive Director of the Chamber of Commerce, and coordinator of the Lewis 

County Leadership Academy; and Casandra Buell the Director of Planning and Community 

Development for Lewis County. 

 

 This group of professionals have done a tremendous job working as a team over the last 

few years to bring great programs, marketing strategies, financial resources and opportunities to 

Lewis County businesses, entrepreneurs, visitors, and property owners.  A sampling of the great 

programs include: 

• The Façade and Streetscape Improvement program 

• The Home Based Childcare Training program 

• The Launch Lewis County Microenterprise grant program 

• The Vacant Property Revitalization program 

 

Their hard work and dedication to make these, and other programs come to life are 

making a difference in our communities and for the betterment of all our residents.  Our 

downtowns look more vibrant and inviting; properties that have long been left in disrepair are 

being fixed up; our residents have more childcare options; and development of large old 

structures, such as the Glenfield School and Lyons Falls School are on their way to being back 

on the tax rolls for appropriate repurposed uses.  This group has assisted the County and will 

continue to assist the County in the public recreational uses of the rail corridors. 

 

Three of these ladies are awardees under NNY’s “20 under 40” business leaders.  In 

additional, Brittany was recently recognized as a “Rising Star” by the NYS Economic 

Development Council.  This award is given annually to an individual under the age of 40 who 



 

 

has made a significant contribution to the economic development profession.  Congratulations, 

Brittany – well deserved. 

 

 The team of Kristen, Cheyenne, Casie and Brittany, with the help of their respective 

staffs, is doing exceptional work to benefit Lewis County and its citizens.  The Board would like 

to take this public moment to recognize all four of you, and to thank you for implementing our 

visions for a better Lewis County.  We appreciate each of you and are proud of your 

accomplishments.  Keep up the good work!  Chairman Dolhof handed each of them a certificate 

of recognition. 

 

 Chairman Dolhof declared the June 6, 2023 meeting minutes approved by general 

consent. 

 

REPORT OF THE FINANCE AND RULES COMMITTEE: 

 

 The Finance and Rules Committee had met and recommended to waive the rules to allow 

action on late resolutions. 

        Signed by: Thomas Osborne  

          Philip Hathway 

Jessica Moser 

          Joshua Leviker 

          Jeffrey Nellenback 

Dated: July 5, 2023         

 

Legislator Virkler moved to waive the rules, seconded by Legislator Moser, and carried. 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS: 

 

 At 5:10 p.m., Chairman Dolhof opened the public hearing on unsafe structures for the 

demolition of 7091 West Main Street, Port Leyden property owned by Greenchip Investors LLC 

– William Martin.  Ward Dailey, Senior Code Official stated that he had spoken with Mr. Martin 

shortly before the meeting and he was planning on attending but thought he might be 40 minutes 

late and was requesting a 45-day extension, but entire building will not be down at that time.  

The second public hearing was for the demolition of 6551 Number Four Road, Watson owned by 

Joseph Mathys. 

 

 County Attorney, Joan McNichol requested that Ward Dailey and David Brown come 

forward as the code officers who worked on this property.  Each Legislator was given a packet 

on each property showing exhibits.  Joan went through each of the exhibits on the 6551 Number 

Four Road property as follows: A was the Local Law 2-2007; B was the Notice of Hearing 

documents; C was Resolution 96-2023, which set the public hearing for tonight; D was the 

affidavit of personal service; E was the August 2021 letter giving notice to owner of unsafe 

property violation; F was the Code Department reports to the Board of Legislators; and G was 

the pictures of the structure taken by a Codes Officer.  Mr. Dailey reported that Mr. Mathys did 

come into his office and obtain a demolition permit and is in the process of taking the property 

down but had indicated that he is waiting on National Grid to disconnect the electrical so he can 



 

 

finish the process.  Mr. Dailey reported that as of this morning that structure is still there, but the 

windows have been removed, the property has been gutted and the brush has been cut.  It looks 

like at this time Mr. Mathys intent is to take the current building down and possibly put a new 

building back, which will require obtaining a building permit.  When asked about what his 

recommendation is, Mr. Dailey reported that he thought more time should be allowed for Mr. 

Mathys as he just recently received the demolition permit which is good for three years. 

 

 Chairman Dolhof stated that he believes sticking with the August deadline in the 

resolution is best and wait to see if Mr. Mathys has made significant progress.  Mr. Dailey agreed 

that the structure absolutely needs to come down but feels that Mr. Mathys is making a valid 

attempt.  Joan McNichol requested that the public hearing remain open for 30 minutes to see if 

Mr. Mathys shows up.  

 

CLERK OF THE BOARD REPORT: 

 

 Three resolutions were received from Orleans County: Supporting Essential Caregivers 

Act to Protect Humane Visitation Policies as Long-Term Care Facilities; Decry Lack of 

Transparency and Impact Analysis in Renewal of Compact with Seneca Nation; and Urging The 

Governor to Veto A.04282B/S.3505B To Move Certain Local Elections to even-numbered years.  

 

 Sealer of Weights & Measures, Brian Mooney submitted the May Summary of Field 

Service Report which has been placed on file.  

 

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES: 

 

 Legislator Osborne reported that the Workers’ Compensation department has started 

working on the 2024 budget assessments for all the participating entities.  In line with the past, 

the assessment is comprised of 20% property valuation, 30% payroll, and 50% loss experience 

over the period of 2020, 2021, and 2022.  The goal is to keep the budget stable and use the Self-

Insurance fund balance to settle out claims.  The agreement with NCA Comp, our third-party 

administrator, was renewed back in March and they continue to be an invaluable asset with 

claims. 

 

 Legislator Gilbert reported that there have been recent changes to the training 

requirements of new Probation Officers.  The state has mandated that they undergo the Basic 

Course for Police Officers (BCPO).  In the past they were only required to attend Peace Officer 

training and Fundamentals of Probation Practice for three weeks in Albany.  The new course will 

require nine weeks of training which will be a significant expense increase.  This is just another 

example of a needless unfunded mandate imposed on counties. 

 

 Legislator Virkler reported that Zoie Lehman is the summer intern for Public Health.  She 

will be working on death certificate, communicable disease, and chronic disease data analysis.  

She has been studying Forensic Anthropology with a minor in Public Health and has joined us of 

learn more about epidemiology.  Outreach season in picking up, Public Health recently 

participated in Farm Safety Day and educated 270 children on Ticks and Lyme Disease as well 

as Poison Prevention. 



 

 

 Legislator Chartrand reported that the March hospital employee of the month was 

Kristina Boucher, Respitory Therapist.  There was a proclamation in honor of Mrs. Michelle 

Virkler, HIM Codes, who is retiring from the health system after 25 years of service.  Mrs. 

Virkler obtained her Certified Tumor Registrar credential in 2011, a great accomplishment for 

her and the health system.  Mrs. Virkler is wished a happy and healthy retirement enjoying her 

time with her husband, traveling, and volunteering.  They have already planned their first trip to 

Alaska in August. 

 

 There was a year-to-date loss of $590,064 versus a budgeted loss of $764,037.  Impatient 

revenue was higher in MRI and Ultrasound; Outpatient gross revenue was higher in ER, Lab- 

Chemistry, Lab Hematology, Radiology, Ultrasound, and CATScan. Other operation revenue 

was over budget doe to more 340B revenue at Kinney’s and Walmart.  Nursing Home occupancy 

was the highest it has been in 2.5 years; Women’s Health is the highest it has been in 1.5 years.  

Salaries were underbudget due to fewer staff members, supplies were over budget doe to more 

lab reagents, purchased services were over budget doe to traveling nurses. 

 

 Mr. Musnicki shared with the Hospital Board of Managers that everyone continues to 

work hard towards the goal of completing the Surgical Addition.  Several of the contractors are 

now working extra hours and Saturdays to meet their obligations and the completion date.  The 

rock removal portion of the project has been completed. 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS (con’t): 

 

 At 5:23 p.m. Mr. Mathys was asked to step forward to make comments on the property 

he owns at 6551 Number Four Road, Watson.  Mr. Mathys stated that he was in the process of 

tearing down the building but is now waiting on National Grid to come out and disconnect the 

electrical. He has called National Grid three times and finally was able to get confirmation that 

he is on their work list but there was no set date and time. He has a vendor ready to come and 

take the rest of the building down but is waiting on National Grid.  He stated that he has a 

building permit for demolition that is good for three years.  Joan McNichol clarified that the 

structure has been unsafe since 2021 and that he was notified back then that the building needed 

to come down.  Mr. Mathys stated that he started to tear it down last year by removing the 

contents of the inside, however he did not have a permit at that time because he was unaware that 

he needed one. 

 

 In response to Joan McNicol asking about the outside of the building Mr. Mathys stated 

that he had cleaned up the debris a couple weeks ago. He also responded when asked that there 

was nothing further, he could do at this point to remedy the problem until the electrical was 

disconnected.  Joan McNichol requested that Mr. Dailey step forward and asked him if there was 

anything further that could be done to remedy the problem while waiting for National Grid to 

disconnect the power.  Mr. Dailey responded that there wasn’t, but he was willing to call 

National Grid himself and ask that the work order be a priority due to the situation. 

 

 Legislator Hathway questioned Mr. Mathys on how long it would take to demo the 

building once the power was disconnected, Mr. Mathys responded that depending on the weather 

it could be as quick as a few days.  When asked if the August 31st date (60 days) for completion 



 

 

would be sufficient, Mr. Mathys responded that it all depends on National Grid.  The Chairman 

stated that the August 31, completion date should be sufficient and if Mr. Mathys is still waiting 

on National Grid at the time, it can be addressed further.  Mr. Mathys was thanked for coming to 

the hearing.    

 

PROJECT MANAGERS REPORT: 

 

  Mr. Jim Garito introduced his son Anthony Garito who is planning on studying Civil 

Engineering at Syracuse University but is getting “boots on the ground experience” through the 

Counties ongoing projects.  Unfortunately, the work on the DMV is behind schedule.  The 

contractor is waiting on the case work to be delivered.  The old DSS building, now referred to as 

the Human Services Building, is at substantial completion.  The ribbon cutting and open house 

were a great success and many of the retirees complimented on how nice the building is now.  

The architects need to issue significant completion paperwork to start the warranty period. 

  

 Mr. Nick Garito reported that there a few minor touch ups being done on the 

Maintenance Garage on Outer Stowe Street.  While the DMV project waits for the case work to 

be delivered the contractors are working on the exterior work, including the sidewalks and 

parking lot.  The Highway Garage is coming along great, and paving should be happening by the 

end of this month. 

 

 COUNTY MANAGER REPORT: 

 

 County Manager Ryan Piche reported that Human Services staff are moving back into the 

building and should be moved in completely by July 7th.  The NYSAC Fall Conference is going to 

be held at Turning Stone Casino, so if any legislators are interested in attending, even for a day, 

please reach out to let and let the Clerk of the Board know.  The dates are September 13th through 

the 15th.  Ryan explained how much he enjoys going each year and the benefits of networking.   

 

COUNTY TREASURER REPORT:     

 

 County Treasurer Eric Virkler reported that sales tax for 2023 is trending close to what it 

was in 2022.  This is a good sign, and he hopes it cont9inues in that position.  The Health 

Insurance Fund is not doing well and there is a meeting set up for tomorrow with the consultants 

to look into what should be done.  There is money being moved into contingency which should 

cover any expenses for the remained of the year.  

  

REPORT OF THE FINANCE AND RULES COMMITTEE: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



































































 

 

 Chairman Dolhof requested a 15-minute recess at 5:40 p.m. to give time for Mr. Martin to 

make it to the meeting. 

 

 At 5:56 p.m. the meeting was called back to order.  Mr. Martin had not shown up at this 

time so County Attorney Joan McNichol requested Mr. Ward Dailey and Mr. David Brown to step 

forward to discuss the handout of exhibits A through F on the Port Leyden property owned by 

Green Chip Investors.  Exhibit A was a copy of the Local Law No. 2-2007; B was the Notice of 

Hearing documents with affidavit of email service; C was Resolution 95-2023, which set the 

public hearing for tonight; D was the affidavit of posting of property with Notice of Hearing; E 

was the August 2021 Notice of Condemnation with letter to owner and pictures; F was the 

Building Codes reports to the Board of Legislators.  

  

 Then there were several photos of the property that showed the broken windows, bulge in 

the exterior wall, leaking roof, wood missing and falling form façade, missing metal siding that 

had blown off, and pulled away foundation, all pointing to the need for demolition.  The opinion of 

Codes officer David Brown was that the building needs to be demolished and removed.  Ward 

Dailey stated that Mr. Martin did get an engineer to come out and take a look at the building and 

the engineer even pointed out that structure had major problems and that it was not worth trying to 

repair.  Joan McNichol expressed that she had stated to Mr. Martin that it was not fair to Lewis 

County residents for the tax payers to foot this bill. 

 

 Legislator Hathway questioned if the property taxes were paid or delinquent, Eric Virkler 

responded that the taxes are paid to date.  Ryan pointed out that the Village of Port Leyden 

supports the position of the board that the property needs to be demolished as it is unsafe.  

Legislator Chartrand suggested that perhaps the board should look into the demolition permit and 

see if the 3-year period should be reduced.  Legislator Gilbert agreed but stated that issue wouldn’t 

affect what is happening with these two properties.  

 

 Chairman Dolhof closed both public hearings at 6:08 p.m. 

 

OTHER BUSINESS: 

 

 Legislator Moser moved to cancel the July Legislative Committee meetings due to the 

Lewis County Fair, seconded by Legislator Osborne and carried. 

 

At 6:17 p.m. Legislator Virkler moved to enter Attorney Client Privilege session for update 

on labor negotiations and litigation matters, seconded by Legislator Nellenback, and carried. 

 

 At 6:40 p.m., Legislator Chartrand moved to enter regular session, seconded by Legislator 

Hathway, and carried. 

 

There being no other business to come before the Board, Legislator Virkler moved to 

adjourn the meeting at 6:41 p.m., seconded by Legislator Leviker, and carried.    

 

 


