
 

 

REGULAR MEETING 

                     April 4, 2023 

 

The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. by Chairman of the Board, Lawrence Dolhof. 

 

 Roll Call:  All Legislators were present, except Legislator Hathway who had been 

excused.  There were 28 other persons present. 

 

 Chairman Dolhof asked Legislator Gilbert for the Invocation, followed by the Pledge of 

Allegiance to the Flag. 

 

 Chairman Dolhof declared the March 7, 2023 meeting minutes approved by general 

consent. 

 

REPORT OF THE FINANCE AND RULES COMMITTEE: 

 

 The Finance and Rules Committee had met and recommended to waive the rules to allow 

action on late resolutions. 

        Signed by: Thomas Osborne  

          Jeffrey Nellenback 

          Joshua Leviker 

Dated: April 4, 2023        Jessica Moser 

 

Legislator Virkler moved to waive the rules, seconded by Legislator Chartrand and 

carried. 

 

PROCLAMATIONS: 

 

 Clerk of the Board read a proclamation commemorating April as Fair Housing Month 

and a certified copy was handed out to Brit Abbey.  Then she read a proclamation 

commemorating April as Child Abuse Prevention month and a certified copy was handed out to 

Jennifer Jones, Social Services Commissioner.  

 

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR: 

 

 Ms. Laurie Widrick – 5285 Outer Stowe Street, Lowville thanked Snow Belt Housing for 

speaking with residents of that area to help them better understand the project.  Ms. Widrick still 

believes strongly that the cost of this project is just too high for the minimal amount of 

individuals it will house.  Money used on this project, even from a grant, is still taxpayer money.  

She felt strongly that a site where growth was possible, and less traffic would be much better 

suited for this type of project.  The street is used as a green space where people can enjoy nature.   

 

The Ridge View Hotel is a much better location as it has 60 units that can be converted to 

30 apartment like units for less than $1,000,000.00.  The hotel can be purchased for $4.2 million, 

making the purchase and the renovation less than $5.2 million, which is far less than the $13 

million being proposed.  This homeless housing project is going to help the most vulnerable 



 

 

people in our community which should be a good enough reason to take it off the tax role.  

Another possible location was on the hill next to the TOPS plaza where they could walk to get 

their groceries, get gas and have access to fast food.  This area should be explored too.   

 

One of the reasons that the Stowe Street location is proposed is because it would be right 

next to DSS for services, but after talking with a DSS employee a lot of the work is done over 

the phone.  Some of the visits that would take place are minimal and only within the first 60 

days.  There is public transportation available to get clients to these appointments. In the hotel 

there are office spaces, a large room in the basement for group meetings, and security already 

built in.  The Village of Lowville hasn’t approved the Stowe Street site for municipal water yet.  

She urged the Board to look at the hotel site as a possibility because of the reduced cost, safety, 

and space for growth. 

 

 Mr. Michael Comet – 5379 Stowe Street, Lowville stated that he rises in opinion not 

necessarily in opposition like the media portrayed last time.  His comments were based on many 

unanswered questions.  He urged the board to actually listen to the concerns from the residents of 

Stowe Street.  It seems that the Stowe Street location has been the front runner in most 

conversations, but what about the Andover House or the Glenfield school location.  These two 

locations are also options for this project but all everyone hears is Stowe Street, why?  One 

question is will this project be solely for Lewis county residents or will the county seek yet 

another revenue stream by importing from other counties?  There is quite a bit of scuttlebutt out 

there about unhoused people from outside the county because services are so readily available 

here.   

 

Another question is what will the facility be limited to for occupancy?  How long of a 

stay can one person expect?  Is this going to become permanent housing, or will it be temporary 

housing until someone can get back on their feet?  Who will negotiate the length of stay for 

occupants?  He grew up in Watertown, low-income housing and homeless housing was there, 

and now those neighborhoods have dwindled down to vacant properties and run down properties.  

If it is permanent housing, who pays for the rent?  To think that this will not be a burden on the 

taxpayers is foolish.  All money comes from somewhere and typically it comes from the 

taxpayer, even if it is cloaked in a different funding source.  Why have the Town and Village not 

been approached about this project yet? 

 

What plan is in place to make sure residents are seeking employment, assistance and 

trying to make forward progress?  Who will make sure residents use this facility as a hand-up 

rather than a hand-out?  What assurance do residents have about the security of this facility?  

Would each legislator want this facility to be located within 3 minutes of your house?  He urged 

the board to come out and ask the residents their concerns on this project, listen to your 

constituents.   

 

 Mr. Eric Fredenburg – 5375 Stowe Street, Lowville thanked the legislators for letting him 

speak.  He wanted to address the board not in objection of this project but in objection to this 

proposed site.  This is the third busiest street in the Village of Lowville.  The Sheriff’s 

Department sends deputies up and down that hill for emergencies at high rates of speed, will that 

be a safe situation for anyone out walking?  Adding more people to the street will make the 



 

 

congestion worse than it already is.  There has been one fatality over the years, how many more 

will occur?  This site is so close to the ARC facility, which has residents who are already at a 

disadvantage.  This will place some good but maybe some not so good people right on top of the 

ARC is a major concern.  This is not the right street for this project. 

 

 Ms. Laurie Rowsam – 5425 Stowe Street, Lowville began by thanking the board for their 

time once again.  She has been in contact with Legislator Chartrand to get more clarification on 

how meetings run and how to get questions answered.   She was told that she can ask questions 

to county employees but not a legislator directly.  She asked Ryan Piche about a quote that was 

in a February 21st article where he stated that “Stowe Street was really removed from the 

residential core of the community but it is walkable and still close to services” and asked what 

possible impacts did he think this project would have on the neighborhood or surrounding 

facilities? 

 

 Chairman Dolhof stated that this meeting is not intended to be a dialogue.  Laurie 

apologized and went on to state that she felt that quote was personally offensive and insulting as 

she views herself and her street as part of the core of the community.  She thanked Jaylynn 

Heames, Director of Snow Belt Housing for the effort of emailing back and forth with her to 

answer questions.  She has no doubt that there is a real sense of wanting to genuinely help those 

that will be housed in this building.  In this process she has learned that there will be restrictions 

on the people who can be housed here, which has alleviated some of her safety and security 

concerns.  Anyone that is a sex offender or a criminal history involving violent crime will not be 

allowed to be housed here.  She pointed out that these criteria must be adhered to because 

everyone knows how difficult it is to remove someone from established housing.  The supportive 

services that are being looked into are very expensive but are necessary to get someone back on 

their feet and able to live independently and be a positive part of the community.   

 

She has worked as school counselor for several years and takes her job working with kids 

very seriously.  She doesn’t want to stand in the way of anyone giving support and services to 

someone in need.  One point that was made at the community meeting was that if a homeless 

person knows where they can lay their head at night why would they risk committing a break-in 

knowing they would lose that security, which Laurie agreed to if the person was a rational 

thinker, however this might not be the case with someone who has an active drug addiction or 

someone with a serious mental health illness.  If that line of thinking were true and having a roof 

over your head would lead to no crime then the United States would be a relatively safe place, 

sadly that is not true. 

 

 Another comment that was made at the community meeting was that these people already 

live in our Village and there is not a high level of crime.  Laurie thought that could possibly be 

true but the model that is being looked at will include people from throughout the county under 

one roof and there is no way to necessarily know how things will go once they are grouped 

together in the same building.  You can’t assume that their behavior will remain the same, 

especially those with drug addictions or mental health issues.  The most important safety 

measure will be the proposed 24-hour support through state funding.  She knows through her job 

experience how unreliable state funding can be.  What happens if the state funding stops, this 

should be considered when choosing a location.  Laurie stated that she had come across a few 



 

 

articles that had many contradictions which left her confused and she would be happy to 

continue, or she offered to come back in May to finish.  Chairman Dolhof once again stated that 

this time is not meant to be a discussion period but more of a chance to see how local 

government works. 

 

 Legislator Gilbert recommended that Ms. Rowsam or anyone else who wants to can 

submit any questions in email form to the Clerk of the Board which will then be distributed to all 

legislators for review.  Ryan Piche offered to meet with Ms. Rowsam if she had specific 

questions for him.  Laurie concluded by asking the board to consider her information as well as 

the concerns of other residents in any decision before it is made. 

 

CLERK OF THE BOARD REPORT: 

 

 There were several adopted resolutions that were received over the past month from 

outside counties like Cattaraugus, Cayuga, Chemung, Chenango, Columbia, Delaware, Franklin, 

Greene, Madison, Orleans, Schuyler, Sullivan, and Yates.  Certificates of appreciation were 

mailed to Tyler Mashaw and Rich McLane for their quick thinking and lifesaving skills.  On 

February 14th, these two members of the Three G Volunteer Fire Department noticed a fellow 

firefighter having a medical emergency.  While they waited for an ambulance to arrive, they 

desperately performed CPR, checking for a pulse until one was regained and he began breathing 

on his own.  The fellow firefighter was then taken to the hospital and has since made a full 

recovery. 

 

 A letter was received from Mr. Glen Gagnier of Croghan, NY who was in favor of the 

Homeless Housing and Assistance Program application by explaining that as responsible adults, 

we have a duty and moral obligation to help those less fortunate and we should not ignore a 

humanitarian problem because of some dissent.  He closed by urging support for this project and 

application. 

 

 Senior Code Official Ward Dailey submitted a letter regarding a condemned property 

located at 10002 State Route 12 in the Village of Copenhagen that the owner of record be 

directed to obtain a building permit and complete alterations or be directed to demolish the 

single-family residence and to remediate and clear the site of any debris. 

 

 Real Property Tax Director, Candy Akin and County Treasurer, Eric Virkler submitted 

applications for refund or credit of real property taxes for property owned by Christmas & 

Associates and 3 properties owned by Peter & Sandra Jones.  Sealer of Weights & Measures, 

Brian Mooney submitted his February Summary of Field Service Report which has been placed 

on file.  

 

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES: 

 

 Legislator Osborne reported that the County Clerk’s Office has completed 198 Passport 

transactions to date in 2023, which indicates people are once again comfortable with travel.  The 

DMV did 2,072 in-person transactions in the month of March and have met the internet sales 

threshold of $165,000 a month earlier than in 2022.  The new online records access fees for the 



 

 

public have been implemented, including the $5.00 pay per view which requires no subscription.  

The Driver’s License Suspension Reform Act that took effect no longer allows Town Justices to 

revoke a license for nonpayment of fines, instead they must convert the fines into Civil 

judgements to collect.  County Clerk, Jake Moser is scheduled to give a presentation to County 

Magistrates on how to access and search for judgements on the county online record system. 

 

 Legislator Osborne moved to authorize the Insurance Renewal package policy from 

NYMIR at an annual cost of $240,786.16 from April 5, 2023 to April 5, 2024, seconded by 

Legislator Virkler and carried. 

 

 Legislator Gilbert reported that after months of anticipation, the Solid Waste crew has 

moved into the new scale house at the Lowville Transfer Station.  Director, Kip Turck moved 

into his office on Thursday, March 30th.  The transfer station was temporarily closed on Friday, 

March 31st to move the computer equipment from the old scale house to the new scale house.  

The new scale house was open for business for the first day on April 1st.  Principal Account 

Clerk, Denise Yost will be moving to her new office tomorrow.  The best part about the 

department being in one place is that the communication will be improved, and public services 

made better.  He thanked all the employees for their patience and hard work in getting this 

project completed.  He was pleased to report another successful project has been completed for 

the taxpayers of Lewis County. 

 

 Legislator Gilbert moved to award the striping bid to Seneca Pavement Markings, Inc. in 

accordance with the tabulation of all bids prepared by the Highway Superintendent and placed on 

file with the Clerk of the Board for the period of April 1, 2023 through March 31, 2024, 

seconded by Legislator Osborne and carried. 

 

Legislator Gilbert moved to award hot asphalt mix based on project location in 

accordance with the tabulation of all bids prepared by the Highway Superintendent and placed on 

file with the Clerk of the Board, for the period of April 1, 2023 to March 31, 2024, seconded by 

Legislator Moser and carried. 

 

Legislator Gilbert moved to award bids for liquid bituminous to Midland Asphalt 

Materials, Inc., Vestal Asphalt, Suit-Kote, and Gorman Bros, Inc.; for re-profiling, filing cracks 

and quick set slurry seal to Suit-Kote and Gorman Bros, Inc.; and for micro-surfacing to Suit-

Kote, all in accordance with the tabulation of all bids prepared by the Highway Superintendent 

and placed on file with the Clerk of the Board for the period of April 1, 2023 through March 31, 

2024, seconded by Legislator Chartrand and carried. 

 

 Legislator Virkler started off by stating that it is National Public Health week and 

thanked the Lewis County team for keeping our community safe and healthy.  She reported that 

Lewis County Community Services received funding from the NYS Office of Addictions and 

Supports (OASAS). These funds are intended to combat opiate addiction. In 2023, the dollars 

will be used to install Nalox boxes (Narcan Emergency kits) in all 5 school districts; to reduce 

barriers to accessing services by supporting transportation for people going to treatment; and a 

public service campaign intended to educate our residents and reduce stigma around opiate/drug 

addiction.   



 

 

 

 Legislator Chartrand announced that the January employee of the month for the hospital 

was Darcy Zehr, Physical Therapist.  The 2022 employee of the year was Philip Snow, Leisure 

Time Activities.  There was a proclamation in honor of retiree Michelle Beagle, Transcriptionist, 

who retired from the health system in February 2023.  They wished Ms. Beagle a happy and 

healthy retirement and to enjoy her time volunteering, operating, and managing her Run Spirit 

Walk Orchards, writing and photography.   

 

 There were 17 cards that were presented that have not been used therefore they were 

abolished.  The auditors from Fust Charles Chambers will be presenting the 2022 audit as the 

next Finance Committee meeting in April.  There was a loss of $63,235, compared to a budgeted 

loss of $290,240 for the month of February.  The year-to-date loss was $414,290 versus a 

budgeted loss of $644,849.  Other operating revenue was under budget due to less 340b and 

prescriptions.  Salaries were under budget due to fewer staff and supplies were over budget due 

to more implant costs. 

 

 The project oversight committee reported that the project remains on schedule with a 

completion date in early 2024.  They continue to have scheduling issues with the electrical 

switches.  The switches are scheduled to arrive on May 23rd.  The fire proofing hurdle has been 

cleared and there has been a lot of progress on the new addition.  The new addition having heat 

over the winter allowed them to get ahead on some of the interior work.  Mr. Cayer received a 

letter from a grateful patient at LCHS who received excellent care.  He especially wanted to 

thank Dr. Tuttle-Malone for coordinating his treatments with ENT surgeon Dr. Chahfe, the 

nursing staff in Ambulatory, East Wing and ICU, the hospital Pharmacy staff who coordinated 

with Dr. Tuttle-Malone to adjust the antibiotic dosage and finally a special thanks to the 

Admissions staff who worked through a raft of paperwork and doctor’s orders.  He truly felt like 

he was treated like family. 

 

PROJECT MANAGERS REPORT: 

 

 Mr. Jim Garito reported that the atmosphere on the projects is good, which is great 

considering most contractors towards the end are ready to be done and move on but because this 

project means something to them as local workers, they are proud and take ownership in the new 

buildings.  Mr. Nick Garito reported that the missing main breaker for the DSS building should 

be coming in any week.  The furniture is being installed and finishing touches are going on in the 

DSS building.  The Maintenance Garage is waiting for a main breaker but is otherwise coming 

along nicely.  The new Highway Garage has gone up quickly with the exterior up and interior 

beginning soon, some of the site work has begun as well. 

 

 COUNTY MANAGER REPORT: 

 

 Ryan Piche reported that tentatively May 24th will be the ribbon cutting for the new DSS 

building with an open house to follow.  The idea is to have these events take place prior to moving 

in employees so that all areas can be open for visitors to see. 

 

COUNTY TREASURER REPORT:     



 

 

 

 Eric Virkler reported that he would be available for any questions regarding his monthly 

report and that the Auditors were on site and everything went well. 

  

REPORT OF THE FINANCE AND RULES COMMITTEE: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 













































 

 

OTHER BUSINESS: 

 At 5:56 p.m. Legislator Virkler moved to enter into Attorney Client Privilege session at the 

recommendation of the County Attorney, Joan McNichol, for an update on legal matters, seconded 

by Legislator Nellenback and carried. 

 

 At 6:24 p.m. Legislator Chartrand moved to enter regular session, seconded by Legislator 

Virkler and carried. 

 

There being no other business to come before the Board, Legislator Gilbert made a 

motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:25 p.m., seconded by Legislator Chartrand and carried.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


