
 

 

HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE 
January 17, 2023 

                                
Present: Lisa Virkler, Chair; Andrea Moroughan, Vice-Chair; Richard Chartrand; 
Jessica Moser and Jeffrey Nellenback.   
 
Others: Legislators Larry Dolhof, Josh Leviker, Phil Hathway, Thomas Osborne and 
Ian Gilbert; County Manager, Ryan Piche; County Treasurer, Eric Virkler; and County 
Attorney, Joan McNichol. 
 
Committee Chair, Legislator Virkler called the meeting to order at 2:28 p.m.  
 
Legislator Chartrand moved to accept the minutes from November 15, 2022 as 
recorded, seconded by Legislator Moroughan and carried. 
 
Veterans Service Agency update – David Pavey, Veterans Service Agency Director 
 
County Manager, Ryan Piche gave a brief introduction on David Pavey, who has 
worked for Jefferson County Veterans Service Agency for two years as their 
director and now works in Lewis County two days per week.  Lewis County worked 
an agreement out with Jefferson County for this arrangement to be able to service 
our local veterans.   
 
David is familiar with this area’s veterans through his experiences with Lee 
Hinkleman.  The Veteran population in Lewis County is approximately 1,631.  In the 
last 6 months of 2022, he made 40 personal contacts with veterans, 45 telephone 
or mail contacts, and had 167 total services.  There were 32 new claims made, and 
42 maintained claims, with 11 claims currently pending.   
 
He reviewed the PACT Act which is a new law that expands VA health care benefits 
for Veterans exposed to burn pits, Agent Orange, and other toxic substances.  The 
PACT Act adds to the list of health conditions that we assume (or “presume”) are 
caused by the exposure to these substances.  This law helps us provide generations 
of Veterans – and their survivors – with the care and benefits they’ve earned and 
deserve.  Agent Orange and Blue Water Navy have been rolled into the PACT Act.  If  
you have filed a claim before August 10, 2022 it should be continuing as normal.  If 
filed after August 10, 2022, the earliest effective date will be October 1, 2022. 
 
The Honoring our PACT Act of 2022, section 804 of this law is the Camp Lejeune 
Justice Act of 2022 (CLJA), which allows people exposed to contaminated water at 
Camp Lejeune to file new lawsuits.  It’s important to know, however, that if you are 
awarded relief by a court in a lawsuit brought under the CLJA, the award must be 
offset by the amount of any disability award, payment or benefit VA provided to you 
or your legal representative relating to exposure to water at Camp Lejeune.  This 
would reduce the amount of the award you receive from the court, but it would not 
affect your VA benefits. 



 

 

David is planning on attending a Friday & Saturday event this week on how to reach 
out to veterans outside of the office.  Ryan Piche questioned if two days a week 
were sufficient, and David responded that they were more than sufficient but these 
new laws will increase the amount of applications for benefits over the next year or 
two.  Legislator Virkler pointed out that if there are 1,631 Veterans in Lewis County 
and with only 74 total claims that doesn’t seem like a very large percentage.  There 
was further discussion on how to reach out to Veterans better.  Also, there was an 
issue with the phones that Ryan stated would be fixed by our I.T. Department. 
 
County Manager, Ryan Piche reviewed the 2023 Health & Human Services 
Committee Goals: 

1. LCHS $30 million Renovation and Addition project 
2. Execute results of homeless housing options study in partnership with 

Snowbelt Housing and Transitional Living Services 
3. Continue childcare expansion initiatives 
4. Mental Health Training for Law Enforcement 
5. Execute Community Health Improvement Plan 
6. Execute additional employee wellness initiatives 
7. Implement Jail MAT program 
8. LCHS Strategic Planning 
9. Work towards reopening maternity services at LCHS 

 
The following dockets were reviewed: 
1. Authorizing agreement between Lewis County Department of Social Services 

and Lewis County Opportunities, Inc. for services outlined in the Safe Harbour 
budget from NYS Office of Children and Family Services for a fee of $31,350.00. 
AYE    5      NAY    0     
 

2. Authorizing agreements between Department of Social Services and New York 
State Office of Children and Family Services and with Community Action 
Planning Council of Jefferson County, Inc.  for registration and inspection of 
childcare providers. 
AYE    5      NAY     0    

 
The following motion was made: 
1. Legislator Virkler moved to adopt the 2023 proposed Health & Human Services 

Committee Goals, seconded by Legislator Chartrand and carried. 
 
At 2:57 p.m. Legislator Virkler moved to invite all Legislators, Community Services 
Director, Patricia Fralick, and any other Health & Human Services Management into 
Executive Session on potential litigation matters, seconded by Legislator Chartrand 
and carried. 
 
At 3:28 p.m. Legislator Nellenback moved to enter regular session, seconded by 
Legislator Chartrand and carried. 
 



 

 

There being no other business to come before the committee, Legislator Virkler 
moved to adjourn at 3:29 p.m., seconded by Legislator Chartrand and carried. 
 
Respectfully submitted,                   
Cassandra Moser, Clerk of the Board                  


