
 

 

FINANCE AND RULES COMMITTEE 
January 17, 2023 

 
Present: Tom Osborne, Chair; Phil Hathway, Vice-Chair; Jeffrey Nellenback; Jessica 
Moser and Josh Leviker.  
 
Others present: Legislators Larry Dolhof, Lisa Virkler, Andrea Moroughan, and 
Richard Chartrand; County Manager Ryan Piche; Treasurer, Eric Virkler; and County 
Attorney Joan McNichol. 
 
Committee Vice-Chair Phil Hathway called the meeting to order at 3:14 p.m. 
 
Legislator Nellenback moved to approve the October 18, 2022 committee meeting 
minutes as recorded, seconded by Legislator Leviker and carried. 
 
Broadband update – Casandra Buell, Planning Director 
 
Casie Buell reviewed the following topics that would be reviewed: CDBG Project 
Completion; NBRC Project Status; Village and Hamlet Free Public Wi-Fi Access 
Points; NYPA Fiber Project Status; Overall Broadband Budget Update; and Potential 
Area of Interest.  The CDBG Project is now considered complete.  The total grant 
award was $747,709.00 with a $0.00 local match.  Hudson Valley Wireless was 
utilized to bring high speed internet to Lyonsdale and Diana areas.  Free installation 
and equipment is available to eligible Affordable Connectivity Program (ACP) users.  
This project was officially launched on January 10, 2023.  It came in under budget by 
roughly $200,000.00. 
 
The NBRC Project grant was $263,053.00 with a local match of $65,763.00.  
Hudson Valley Wireless is being used as the service provider to create free public 
Wi-Fi access points in Copenhagen as well as high speed internet for the 
surrounding areas.  Free equipment is available to the first 200 enrollees, however 
the initial structural analysis of the tower failed so they are now looking at other 
options to late the equipment.  Total expense is estimated at$328,816.00. 
 
The Village and Hamlet Free Public Wi-Di Access Points used a total of 
$370,000.00 of ARPA funds.  It created 29 access point locations, 17 of which are 
active (16 using through Spectrum, 1 through Hudson Valley Wireless).  There are 5 
pending activation, and 7 pending construction.  These “hot spots” will be able to 
track the amount of usage in that area as well as gather some data by using an 
access survey question. 
 
The NYPA Fiber Project is a $10 million investment from NYS ConnectAll Program 
and the Lewis County portion is located in the Town of Diana.  By utilizing this fiber 
project there is a potential of reaching 127 passings in the future.  It is expected to 
start in March 2023 and be completed by summer.  The NBRC budget has increased 
some due to the failed structural analysis on original tower, increased CPE 



 

 

investment, and increase in anticipated tower lease cost.  The CDBG project came in 
under budget, which has been approved to be used for approximately 200 CPE and 
installations on a first come first serve basis. 
 
Some potential areas of interest are Starlink, and additional fiber and Hudson 
Valley Wireless Buildouts.  The Lewis County Broadband Webpage is 
www.lewiscounty.org/broadband which allows residents to look up their address to 
see what providers are in their area.  The FCC Broadband Map was just given out 
and challenges are being requested as soon as possible.  Ryan Piche suggested 
that it might be a good idea to have some seasonal workers go out and double 
check the map for accuracy. 
 
Volunteer Fire & EMS Tax Exemption – Candy Akin, Real Property Director 
 
Candy Akin began by stating that 100% of all Lewis County firefighters are 
volunteers.  Real Property Tax Law 466-a was signed into law on December 9, 2022, 
which effectively repeals the prior law effective December 9, 2025.  This is the law 
that allows for an exemption on real property up to 10% of the assessed value 
without a cap. 
 
Currently the volunteers can opt to take the exemption or the income tax credit.  
The prior legislation capped the 10% exemption at $3,000.00, the new law has no 
cap.  The Income Tax Credit will remain at $200.00 annually.  The new legislation 
will still require volunteers to opt for the exemption or the income tax credit, but 
not both.  The potential impact of the new legislation is that currently about 25 
volunteers enroll in the exemption out of 200 volunteers in Lewis County.  There is a 
total of $75,000.00 in taxable value that is being exempted.  At 10% with no cap 
this number would increase to $354,000.00, which would likely mean that more 
volunteers would convert to the exemption instead of the income tax credit. 
 
The County can choose up to a 10% exemption but also go lower than that.  A 
husband and a wife could apply for the exemption as long as both of them are 
active firefighters or EMS.  The exemption could be on whatever entities 
participate, like school, county, town, and/or village taxes.  The active status would 
have to be determined by the Fire Chiefs as they would have to sign off on it.  There 
was discussion about using a point system, both advantages and disadvantages.  
Individuals who have 20+ years could be granted a lifetime membership, which 
could carry over to the spouse if they remain unmarried.  Someone who shows up to 
10% or more calls during a year could be considered active. 
 
No action was needed at this time, but a Local Law will need to be adopted prior to 
December 2025. 
 
The following dockets were reviewed: 
1. Authorizing additional online access options under the “IQS” public web search 

system in the County Clerk’s Office, the first being a monthly subscription of 

http://www.lewiscounty.org/broadband


 

 

$125, plus $.65 per printed page; the second being a flat fee of $5 per document 
viewed, inclusive of printing the document. 
AYE    5      NAY     0    
 

2. Accepting grant and appropriating funds for County-wide Shared I.T. Services 
Initiative Project in the amount of $499,668.00. 
AYE    5      NAY    0     

 
3. Accepting grant and appropriating funds for Smart Growth Community Planning 

and Zoning in the amount of $90,000.00 with a 10% local match. 
AYE    5      NAY    0     
 

4. Setting a public hearing with reference to inclusion of agriculturally viable land 
into the certified Agricultural District #6 to be held on March 7, 2023 at 5:00 
p.m. 
AYE    5      NAY    0     
 

5. Closing the Capital Radio System and Bridge Project known as Highmarket Road 
over Sugar Creek accounts and appropriating any remaining funds. 
AYE    5      NAY    0     
 

County Manager, Ryan Piche reviewed the 2023 Finance & Rules Committee Goals: 
1. American Rescue Plan Roll Out (Façade, Broadband, Vacant Property, Post 

Graduate Fellowship, etc.) 
2. New Website Roll Out 
3. Regular updates for Audit, Budget, and Health Insurance 
4. Establish new long-term financial sustainability goals 
5. Establish tri-county land bank 
6. BOL Chamber renovation 
7. Facilitate Glenfield school reuse 
8. Enhance policies for solar development 
9. Fill vacant positions across county functions (including LCHS) 
 

The following motion was made: 
1. Legislator Hathway moved to adopt the 2023 proposed Finance & Rules 
Committee Goals, seconded by Legislator Nellenback and carried. 

 
Legislator Hathway spoke about how he felt NYS was attacking propane and fossil 
fuels by taking our choices away in the proposed legislation to ban gas stoves.  
They continue to use climate change as a way of limiting our choices.  During the 
recent ice & snowstorms, many people used generax’s that use propane.  Albany 
doesn’t understand what the North Country goes through in the winter, many 
people use a gas stove to supplement their heat especially if the power goes out, 
which is often does.  He requested that a resolution be done opposing this 
legislation for the February board meeting. 
 



 

 

Legislator Dolhof pointed out that National grid is in the process of producing 
hydrogen energy through electricity and could push it through natural gas lines.  
This would be a steppingstone for climate change and vehicles could eventually run 
on this, very interesting technology. 
 
With no other business to come before the committee Legislator Hathway moved to 
adjourn the meeting at 4:41 p.m., seconded by Legislator Nellenback and carried. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Cassandra Moser, Clerk of the Board                                                                 


