
 

 

LAST DAY  

ANNUAL SESSION 

December 22, 2022 

 

The meeting was called to order at 10:00 a.m. by Chairman of the Board, Lawrence Dolhof. 

 

ROLL CALL:  All Legislators were present, except Legislator Chartrand and there were 9 other 

persons present. 

 

Chairman Dolhof asked Legislator Gilbert for the Invocation, followed by the Pledge of 

Allegiance to the Flag. 

 

Chairman Dolhof declared the December 6, 2022 meeting minutes approved by general consent. 

 

REPORT OF THE FINANCE AND RULES COMMITTEE: 

 

The Finance and Rules Committee had met and recommended to waive the rules to allow action 

on late resolutions. 

        Signed by:       Thomas Osborne 

Phil Hathway  

          Jeffrey Nellenback 

Jessica Moser 

Dated: December 22, 2022       Joshua Leviker 

 

Legislator Virkler moved to waive the rules, seconded by Legislator Moser and carried. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING/PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR: 

 

Chairman Dolhof opened the public hearing on CDBG Project #636CVHR50-22, the McNeil 

Apartments Project at 10:04 a.m.  Planning Director, Casandra Buell reported on behalf of Snow 

Belt Housing Executive Director, Jaylyn Heames, that on April 14, 2022, Snow Belt was 

awarded CDBG-CV project number 636CVHR50-22 and has been administering the program as 

a sub recipient on behalf of Lewis County for the extensive renovation of McNeil Park 

Apartments in Copenhagen.  McNeil Park Apartments is a 15-unit apartment building which is 

regulated by USDA and provides safe, subsidized housing options for low to moderate income 

residents who are also senior citizens or those who have been diagnosed with a disability.  

 

McNeil Park provides a cost-effective alternative in which residents only pay 30% of their 

income for rent and utilities.  This allows the most vulnerable residents in the community to 

receive safe and affordable housing. Rehabilitation efforts focused on the following 

improvements related to the environmental, structural, health, and safety deficiencies of the 

property: replacement of original wood siding with vinyl siding, replacement of roof, repair of 

interior walls, common area carpet, doors, and ceilings, repair of damaged and deteriorated 

sidewalks and parking lot deficiencies, replacement of all emergency exit  signs, smoke 

detectors, heat detectors, nurse alarms, installation of fire alarm panel that auto-transmits 

emergencies to appropriate authorities, and added ADA compliant handsets to the exterior doors. 



 

 

 

The existing tenants were not displaced during the duration of this work.  The project is nearing 

completion and the following items are still under construction: installation of the emergency 

generator, finalizing the installation of the A/C units for each apartment, and repairing water 

damage to individual units.  The inability to repair deficiencies such as these can result in code 

violations and/or closure of the property.  All construction will allow for the better preparation 

and response to the outbreak of communicable diseases, such as the Covid-19 pandemic, in an 

LMI Senior/Disabled property by improving housing conditions and allowing tenants to safely 

shelter in place. 

 

PRESENTATION OF COMMUNICATIONS AND NOTICES:   

 

There was nothing to report. 

 

REPORTS OF COUNTY OFFICERS AND DEPARTMENTS: 

 

There was nothing to report. 

 

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES: 

 

Legislator Osborne moved to authorize the two-year renewal policy from Midwest Employers 

Casualty Company at a fixed rate of $72,468.00 per year for Excess Workers’ Compensation 

Liability coverage, seconded by Legislator Virkler and carried. 

 

Legislator Gilbert stated he had nothing to report from the General Services Committee. 

 

Legislator Virkler stated she had nothing to report from the Health & Human Services 

Committee. 

 

COUNTY MANAGER REPORT: 

 

Mr. Piche reported that early this week he took the Watertown Daily Times representative 

around to all of the ongoing projects, Highway, DMV, and Social Services renovated building.  

Afterwards the reported went to the Hospital project.  The local contractors were highlighted for 

working on these various projects and taking pride knowing they are bettering their hometown.  

Highway Superintendent and Emergency Management Director Bob Mackenzie are both 

expecting some bad weather this weekend and are preparing.  In preparation for the impending 

storm Solid Waste Transfer sites in Lewis County will be closed on Saturday.  Hopefully the 

emergency responders won’t have to respond to anything, but they will be ready if needed.   

 

COUNTY TREASURER REPORT: 

 

Mr. Virkler stated that he had nothing to report. 

 

REPORT OF THE FINANCE & RULES COMMITTEE: 

 





































































 

 

OTHER BUSINESS: 

 

Legislator Hathway announced that he would not be running for re-election, so 2023 will be his 

last year serving on the board.  Chairman Dolhof thanked him for his service. 

 

County Attorney, Joan McNichol reported that the Annual Holiday Basket Raffle was a success 

this year, thanking Amanda Lawton and Cassandra Moser for running the event and doing an 

incredible job.  The amount raised for the Food Pantry in memory of Dan Taylor was $2,000, the 

most that has ever been raised since the start in 2014.  She concluded by thanking all the 

Departments for the baskets that were donated and all of the employees who bought tickets. 

 

County Manager, Ryan Piche handed out a copy of the proposed 2023 Committee Goals for 

discussion.  Last year it helped to keep committee meeting focused and on task, with many of the 

items being completed.  This is the role of government, setting the general direction for the 

legislative agenda for next year.  Legislator Virkler voiced her opinion that the following items 

should be added:  Social Services move back to the newly renovated building; Public Health app 

roll-out as part of the Public Health Improvement Plan; continue to focus on improving childcare 

options by trying to engage KinderCare or another reputable company by finding possibly 

locations for set-up; County-wide Complete Streets Plan, Panning Director, Casandra Buell stated 

that it is in the works for 2023; and Initiative to fill vacant positions both in the county and 

hospital. 

 

Legislator Moroughan felt it was important to get the Maternity Ward up and running again.  

Legislator Moser stated that she was told it was unlikely to have it up and running by April 2023.  

Legislator Gilbert voiced his opinion that even though the maternity ward doesn’t make money it 

is important to have and without it the hospital doesn’t quite feel like a hospital.  There was further 

discussion about filling vacant positions in both the county and the hospital.  Ryan Piche stated 

that there are many counties out there now having comprehensive employee salary survey’s done 

from top to bottom and rather than do our own maybe Lewis County can gather some of their 

information to assess how our employees’ wages are in comparison.  He warned that in order to fix 

some of the problem the board will need to be willing to seriously look at wage levels and the 

possibility of increasing them.  Legislator Virkler voiced that se was in favor of this. 

 

Legislator Gilbert felt that 2022 has been an incredibly productive year as many of the goals were 

accomplished.  There was discussion about looking into the recreation patrol situation over the 

next few weeks with the Sheriff, Board and staff members to try and come up with a solution. 

 

Mr. Mike Young was asked if he had any words of wisdom for the Board, he thanked the board for 

their continued support of the hospital as it has been a tough year.  As the Hospital Board Chair, he 

agreed that salaries and quality of life in Lewis County are tough decisions to have.  It is a 

challenging environment to hire people and even recruit them.  Nurses are desperately needed and 

hard to come by.  The hospital pavilion is going to look great when the project is completed so 

now the goal will be to fill positions in order to have all departments running.  Due to the 

regulations that came out regarding Nursing homes the hospital is working on resolving staffing 

issues there as well.  Mr. Young concluded by offering to help in anyway possible to move the 

Rails to Trails project forward. 



 

 

At 10:36 a.m. Chairman Dolhof closed the public hearing. 

 

At 10:37 a.m. with no other business to come before the board Legislator Hathway made a motion 

to adjourn, seconded by Legislator Virkler, and carried. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


