
 

 

FIRST DAY 

ANNUAL SESSION 

November 1, 2022 

 

The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. by Chairman of the Board, Lawrence Dolhof. 

 

 Roll Call:  All Legislators were present, and there were 21 other persons present. 

 

 Chairman Dolhof asked Legislator Gilbert for the Invocation, followed by the Pledge of 

Allegiance to the Flag. 

 

 Chairman Dolhof declared the October 4, 2022 meeting minutes approved by general 

consent. 

 

REPORT OF THE FINANCE AND RULES COMMITTEE: 

 

 The Finance and Rules Committee had met and recommended to waive the rules to allow 

action on late resolutions. 

        Signed by: Thomas Osborne 

Phil Hathway  

          Jeffrey Nellenback 

Jessica Moser 

Dated: November 1, 2022       Joshua Leviker 

 

Legislator Virkler moved to waive the rules, seconded by Legislator Leviker and carried. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING/PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR: 

 

 Chairman Dolhof opened the public hearing at 5:03 p.m. on Introductory Local Law No. 

6-2022 “A Local Law Providing for One-time Employee Retention Incentive Payment for 

Certain Exempt Appointed Employees.”  

 

PRESENTATION OF COMMUNICATIONS AND NOTICES: 

 

Resolutions were received by the following:  Fulton County “Resolution Objecting to 

New York State Officials Recent Legislation that Restricts Citizen’s Second Amendment 

Rights.”; Chenango County “Resolution Calling for an Increase in low income Home Energy 

Assistance Program Funding”, “Resolution Opposing the Recently passed Concealed Carry 

Improvement Act”, and “Resolution Calling on the New York State Office of Alcoholism and 

Substance Abuse Services and the Governor to Provide State Funding to Support Treatment and 

Transition Services to Individuals with Substance Use Disorders who are Incarcerated in County 

Jails”; Jefferson County “Resolution Affirming Support for the Second Amendment to the 

United States Constitution and Opposing the Recently Enacted “Concealed Carry Improvement 

Act” of 2022”; Chemung County “Resolution in Opposition to New York State Actions 

Restricting 2nd Amendment Rights”; Yates County “Resolution Opposing the New York State 

Legislation Restricting 2nd Amendment Rights, Regulating Legally Authorized Concealed Carry 



 

 

Gun Permits, and Banning Concealed Carry in Public Places as being an Unconstitutional Attack 

upon the Rights of Law-Abiding Citizens”; Cattaraugus County “Resolution Supporting Senate 

Bill S.9509 to Eliminate the Farm Laborers Wage Board created through the Farm Workers Fair 

Labor Practices Act.”   

 

REPORTS OF COUNTY OFFICERS AND DEPARTMENTS:  

 

 Legislators received the monthly Highway & Solid Waste Audit reports. They also 

received the following Semi-Annual Apportionment of Mortgage Tax report for the period of 

April 1, 2022 through September 30, 2022 totaling $202,881.31 along with the warrant. 

 

APPORTIONMENT OF MORTGAGE TAX 

                                          April 1, 2022 through September 30, 2022 

 

 KEY VALUATION  AMOUNT 

Town of Croghan  419,610,875 $17,103.64 

Village of Croghan 0.025015888 20,993,877 438.84 

   17,542.48 

    

Town of Denmark  337,786,467 23,952.19 

Village of Castorland 0.026026428 17,582,751 685.52 

Village of Copenhagen 0.064599514 43,641,683 1,701.50 

   26,339.21 

    

Town of Diana  206,006,373 12,718.56 

    

Town of Greig  266,263,292 13,062.37 

    

Town of Harrisburg  106,216,870 3,726.39 

    

Town of Lewis  88,611,069 11,123.55 

    

Town of Leyden  123,383,433 11,801.44 

Village of Port Leyden 0.063821669 15,749,073 804.53 

   12,605.97 

    

Town of Lowville  466,674,092 24,586.49 

Village of Lowville 0.291899685 272,444,041 10,135.27 

   34,721.76 

    

Town of Lyonsdale  127,464,428 5,983.24 

Village of Lyons Falls 0.041397372 10,553,385 266.56 

Village of Port Leyden 0.029386129 7,491,372 189.22 



 

 

   6,439.02 

    

Town of Martinsburg  257,156,318 6,266.25 

    

Town of Montague  41,907,003 1,824.10 

    

Town of New Bremen  205,760,058 19,413.31 

Village of Croghan 0.038609429 15,888,557 779.64 

   20,192.95 

    

Town of Osceola  60,678,017 5,593.89 

    

Town of Pinckney  47,870,918 5,883.60 

    

Town of Turin  114,741,473 5,376.63 

Village of Turin 0.059882859 13,742,095 342.48 

   5,719.11 

    

Town of Watson  248,490,218 10,966.82 

    

Town of West Turin  166,970,589 6,902.67 

Village of Constableville 0.051995486 17,363,434 424.04 

Village of Lyons Falls 0.101599478 33,928,249 828.57 

   8,155.28 

    

 GRAND TOTAL  $202,881.31  

 

To County of Lewis                                       $101,863.32  

 

      Thomas Osborne, Chair 

      Philip Hathway 

      Jeffrey Nellenback 

      Joshua Leviker 

      Jessica Moser 

               Finance & Rules Committee 

 

Dated: November 1, 2022 

 

WARRANT 

 

Treasurer of the County of Lewis, 

 



 

 

 You are hereby notified by the Board of Legislators of Lewis County that the sum of     

$202,881.31 from the tax on mortgages from April 1, 2022 through September 30, 2022 has been 

apportioned to the Tax Districts entitled to same and, you are hereby directed to pay the 

respective Supervisors the amount due to the Towns, to their Village Treasurers the amount due 

the Villages, and to the County of Lewis the amount stated, according to the foregoing schedule, 

pursuant to the provisions of Section 261 of the Tax Law. 

 

Given under the hands of the Chairman and the Clerk of the Board of Legislators of 

Lewis County, and the seal of the Board of Legislators being hereto affixed on the 2nd day of 

November 2022. 

      Lawrence L. Dolhof, Chairman 

      Cassandra Moser, Clerk of the Board 

   

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES: 

   

  Legislator Osborne moved to authorize Information Technology Director, Conner Biolsi 

to submit an application to the US Department of Homeland Security and FEMA for the FY2022 

State and Local Cybersecurity Grant Program to improve critical infrastructure security and 

resilience of government services with a 10% local match, seconded by Legislator Chartrand and 

carried. 

 

  Legislator Virkler stated that there will be a Flu and Covid Vaccination Clinic on 

November 2, 2022, at the Croghan Fire Hall from 2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. and another one on 

November 3, 2022, at Constableville Fire Hall from 2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

 

  Legislator Chartrand announced that the September LCHS Employee of the Month at was 

Philip Snow, C.N.A., then he referred to Mr. Cayer for further reporting on LCHS.  Mr. Cayer 

thanked all the Managers and Departments who began working on budget requests back in July 

and the Senior Management Team who worked with Mr. Cayer, CEO and Mr. Hellinger, CFO to 

put the hospital portion of the budget together.  Mr. Cayer and Mr. Hellinger then met with Eric 

Virkler, Treasurer and Ryan Piche, Budget Officer to come out with a solid budget.  The time 

and many meetings that took place since July have been challenging but has really worked well 

to bring forward a good budget.  The budget was put together without a budget for maternity, 

which is still actively being recruited for. 
 

PROJECT MANAGER REPORT: 

 

 Jim Garito reported that contractors continue to work well together and that things 

continue to move along nicely.  A thank you to Matt O’Connor and Tim Hunt for their help as 

this is a team effort.  Nick Garito stated that the Human Services Building has exterior wall up 

with brick going on and interior walls being worked on, it continues to look different every day.  

The New Highway Garage has the foundation poured and the Cold Storage Building should 

arrive this week.  The Wash Bay Building has metal on and overhead doors.  The Maintenance 

Garage is scheduled to have all the exterior metal siding put on.  At the DMV/Board of Elections 

Building the foundation has been dug and the land is being cleared for parking.  A thank you to 

Jake Moser for being a big help on that project due to it being a very active site.   



 

 

 

 COUNTY MANAGER REPORT: 

 

 Ryan Piche reported that the 2023 Tentative Budget and Capital Budget has been filed with 

the Clerk of the Board and distributed to legislators.  The Budget is now in the hands of the Board 

of Legislators and any changes anyone wishes to make can be done by motion, which will be 

reduce to a resolution, at the November 22nd Public Hearing or any meeting date prior to its 

adoption.  If anyone has any questions, they should feel free to reach out for a more in-depth 

discussion.  There were several residents of Lewis County chosen for the “20 Under 40” Award 

and they were Mr. Ian Gilbert, Ms. Mackenzie Lehman, Ms. Jenna Lauraine, Ms. Megan Dolhof, 

Mr. Herb Frost, and Mr. Steve Fox.  The ceremony this year will be held on Thursday, December 

8th at the Hilton Garden Inn.  On Wednesday, November 9th, there will be a Public Information 

Session on Rails to Trails at Lowville Academy Central School beginning at 6:00 p.m.; Monthly 

Legislative Committee meetings will be on Tuesday, November 15th beginning at 1:00 p.m.; 

Tuesday, November 22nd at 5:00 p.m. will be the Public Hearing for the 2023 County Budget; 

Tuesday, December 6th will be the last regularly scheduled Board of Legislators meeting; and on 

Thursday, December 22nd at 10:00 a.m. will be the last Board of Legislators meeting to wrap up 

business for the year.  There will be further discussion with the Finance & Rules committee but the 

plan at this point is to cancel the December Legislative Committee meetings, because there is a lot 

going on at the end of the year. 

 

COUNTY TREASURER REPORT:     

 

 Eric Virkler stated that last year there was no report because of the delivery of the budget, 

and he will stick with that for this year as well. 

 

REPORT OF THE FINANCE AND RULES COMMITTEE: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

OTHER BUSINESS: 

 

The Clerk of the Board read a proclamation commemorating November as adoption 

Awareness Month.   

 

Chairman Dolhof stated that in the very early hours on Tuesday morning, October 27th, he 

and a few other employees of the County traveled to Watertown to the Sunrise Rotary where Ryan 

was presented with the Paul Harris Award.  This award was presented to three persons who 

exemplify “service above self”.  Ryan’s brother, Marc, proposed Ryan for the award and 

recognition, and pointed out to all just how much service Ryan provides to various organizations 

and agencies serving both counties.  It was truly impressive the list of committees, groups, and 

organizations that Ryan is involved with, between 15 to 20 of them.  It showed that he really does 

provide a service not only to Lewis County but the entire area. 

 

Despite the early hour, it was an honor to be there along with your family while you were 

recognized for all your outstanding community service.  But, as we noted to you as we left, we 

were a little concerned that you might spend the day in Watertown wandering around aimlessly in 

total bliss, so we wanted to make sure you got back to the office, so we had Caitlyn Smith ride 

back with you.  Again, all fun aside, Congratulations on your award. 

 

Chairman Dolhof announced a 10-minute recess at 5:23 p.m. 

 

At 5:37 p.m. Chairman Dolhof called the meeting back to order and closed the public 

hearing with no other comments. 

 

RESOLUTIONS: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





































































 

 

OTHER BUSINESS (continued): 

 

At 5:41 p.m.  Legislator Virkler moved to enter executive session on contract negotiations, 

seconded by Legislator Nellenback, and carried. 

 

At 5:45 p.m. Legislator Virkler moved to enter regular session, seconded by Legislator 

Nellenback, and carried. 

 

At 5:46 p.m. with no other business to come before the board Legislator Chartrand made a 

motion to adjourn, seconded by Legislator Nellenback, and carried. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




