
 

 

REGULAR MEETING 

                     October 4, 2022 

 

The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. by Chairman of the Board, Lawrence Dolhof. 

 

 Roll Call:  All Legislators were present, except Legislator Osborne who had been 

excused. There were 13 other persons present. 

 

 Chairman Dolhof asked Legislator Hathway for the Invocation, followed by the Pledge of 

Allegiance to the Flag. 

 

 Chairman Dolhof declared the September 6, 2022 meeting minutes approved by general 

consent. 

 

REPORT OF THE FINANCE AND RULES COMMITTEE: 

 

 The Finance and Rules Committee had met and recommended to waive the rules to allow 

action on late resolutions. 

        Signed by: Phil Hathway  

          Jeffrey Nellenback 

Jessica Moser 

Dated: October 4, 2022       Joshua Leviker 

 

Legislator Virkler moved to waive the rules, seconded by Legislator Leviker and carried. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING/PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR: 

 

 Chairman Dolhof opened the public hearings at 5:04 p.m. on Introductory Local Law No. 

3-2022 “A Local Law to Amend Local Law No. 5 of the Year 2012, County of Lewis in Relation 

to the Implementation of Reapportionment within the County of Lewis”, Introductory Local Law 

No. 4-2022 “A Local Law Permitting All-Terrain Vehicle/Off-Highway Vehicle Operation on 

Approximately .2 miles of certain portions of Burdick’s Crossing Road (CR 36) and 

Approximately 250 feet of a certain portion of Lyons Falls Road (CR 76)”, and Demolition and 

Removal of building located at 5507 Trinity Avenue, Lowville, NY 13367.  County Attorney 

Joan McNichol stated that she would wait until prior to the closing of the public hearing to make 

remarks on the demolition and removal of building located at 5507 Trinity Avenue, Lowville, 

NY 13367. 

 

 Legislator Hathway reported about an initiative in the Town of Diana where an 

anonymous donor came forward to fund the purchase of LED lights to give out to the residents in 

an effort to help lower their electric bills.  The LED lights were available for pick up at the 

Harrisville Hardware store and had 4 bulbs in a pack.  There were 480 packs handed out, which 

would save each household $16.00 per year, equating to a total annual savings of $7,680.00.  The 

bulbs have a ten-year life span which would save a total of $76,800.00, minus the cost of the 

bulbs at $2,571.91 gives a total net savings of $74,228.09 over the span of ten years.  That works 

out to be a 2,886% return on investment.  It will also reduce the CO2 emissions by 173 tons over 



 

 

the next ten year.  Legislator Hathway was proud of the initiative and thankful to the anonymous 

donor who came forward to help make this happen.    

 

PRESENTATION OF COMMUNICATIONS AND NOTICES: 

 

Resolutions were received by Oswego County and Niagara County “In Opposition to 

New York State Actions Restricting 2md Amendment Rights.”  A resolution from Cayuga 

County was received “Advocating for maintaining a sixty (60) hour work week for farm 

workers.”  Correspondence was received from Mr. Kevin Kapfer, voicing his dissatisfaction with 

law enforcement efforts on the Lewis County trail system, citing his estimated average of one 

death per month between snowmobiles and ATVs. 

 

REPORTS OF COUNTY OFFICERS AND DEPARTMENTS:  

 

  Legislators received the monthly Treasurer’s report; monthly Highway & Solid Waste 

Audit reports.  They also received a report from Senior Code Official, Ward Dailey on a home 

located at 9740 Main Street, in the Town of Croghan which cites the property as unsafe, unfit for 

human occupancy, and therefore condemned. 

    

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES: 

   

  Legislator Gilbert moved to authorize Brian Hanno, Purchasing Director to create and 

send out an RFQ for engineer services on the Public Safety Building parking lot renovation 

project, seconded by Legislator Virkler and carried.  

 

  Legislator Chartrand announced that on September 6th, Mr. Robert Fargo was hired as the 

new Director of Facilities for the hospital and comes with 28 years of experience in the field.  

The Employee of the Month was Jacqueline Pate, RN.  Swing bed admissions were the highest in 

August.  Purchase Services were over budget due to traveling nurses in several departments.  The 

Adirondack Edge and Circle Drive have been opened up again, they were temporarily closed due 

to some construction work.  The project continues to be on track with an estimated completion 

date of December 2023.  The hope is to have a roof on before the end of November or 

December. 

 

PROJECT MANAGER REPORT: 

 

 Nick Garito reported that everything is going very well with the facilities improvement 

projects.  The Social Services building has been completely gutted and the exterior walls are 

going up, plumbing is being worked on inside, then the interior walls will be started.  The 

Maintenance building is having the interior walls put in.  The Cold Storage building is coming 

next month and the foundation for the main highway garage is being worked on. 

 

 COUNTY MANAGER REPORT: 

 

 Ryan Piche reported that Bob Mackenzie, Director of Emergency Management was 

selected as the 2022 Lewis County Community Health Hero, if anyone is interested in attending 



 

 

the event on October 26th the county will have a table.  There have been two adoptions in the last 

couple of months and earlier today was one of them.  The caseworker even brought a cake to help 

the new family celebrate, even though we don’t have many adoptions in the county it is always a 

nice thing to see and experience.  There is a late resolution tonight for public comments on 

reEnergy facility on Fort Drum is due before next month.  The event at the Elks Lodge last night, 

regarding this subject was well attended.  There are over 24 logging businesses in Lewis County 

and that is important to Lewis County who needs to make their opinion known to the state, which 

is what the resolution provides.  The projects are moving along very quickly and if anyone would 

like a tour just to reach out. 

 

Legislator Chartrand thanked everyone who helped at the Employee Appreciation Luncheon and 

especially Caitlyn Smith, Director of Human Resources for suggesting that some food get taken up 

to Solid Waste for the employees who couldn’t make it.  When the food was delivered the 

employees were incredibly thankful. 

 

COUNTY TREASURER REPORT:     

 

 Eric Virkler reported that sales tax quarterly adjustments will occur this month which 

could have a negative impact.  The first of two payments will be received in 2 days with the 

other coming later in the month.  Legislator Hathway questioned what the rates are with Three + 

One, Eric stated that he wasn’t sure off the top of his head but explained that their guidance and 

analysis has been invaluable. The interest rates have changed quite a bit as they used to be 

0.45%, but then went up to 1.7% and now are around 4%.  Using NYCLASS for investing has 

also helped. 

  

 Chairman Dolhof stated that he didn’t mean to make it seem as though the LED lightbulb 

handout in Harrisville wasn’t a good idea because he believes that it is a great idea and maybe 

other Towns, or Villages can think about doing something similar.  He then asked for any public 

comments on either of the local laws or the property on Trinity Ave.  County Attorney, Joan 

McNichol stated that the property located at 5507 Trinity Avenue in Lowville is an abandoned 2 

family structure that is unsafe.  The foundation is crumbling, the roof is in bad condition and 

leaking, interior walls and ceiling are failing, there is no running water, and has filth and debris 

on all the floors.  It is the recommendation from our Codes Department for the Board of 

Legislators to declare it unsafe and order for it to be demolished and removed so the site can be 

remarketed.  The cost and expenses associated with the demolishing and removal of the structure 

will be added to the assessed taxes per Local Law No. 2-2007.  She then stated that the property 

did have an environmental lien on it held by NYS DEC in the amount of $24,677.00 due to a 

spill but if someone were to do the required remediation the lien could be remedied.  The owner 

of the property is in an assisted living facility.   

 

Legislator Chartrand moved to follow the recommendation of the Codes Department and 

have the building demolished, and the structure removed with any costs or expenses added to the 

assessed taxes per Local Law No. 2-2007 and requested that this motion be reduced into a 

resolution, seconded by Legislator Leviker and carried. 

  



 

 

Chairman Dolhof then closed the public hearing at 5:34 p.m., with no other comments 

being offered. 

 

REPORT OF THE FINANCE AND RULES COMMITTEE: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 













































































































 

 

OTHER BUSINESS: 

 

At 5:48 p.m. with no other business to come before the board Legislator Virkler made a 

motion to adjourn, seconded by Legislator Chartrand and carried. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


