
 

 

REGULAR MEETING 

                     September 6, 2022 

 

The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. by Chairman of the Board, Lawrence Dolhof. 

 

 Roll Call:  All Legislators were present. There were 16 other persons present. 

 

 Chairman Dolhof asked Legislator Gilbert for the Invocation, followed by the Pledge of 

Allegiance to the Flag. 

 

 Chairman Dolhof declared the August 2, 2022 meeting minutes approved by general 

consent. 

 

REPORT OF THE FINANCE AND RULES COMMITTEE: 

 

 The Finance and Rules Committee had met and recommended to waive the rules to allow 

action on late resolutions. 

        Signed by: Thomas Osborne 

          Phil Hathway  

          Jeffrey Nellenback 

Jessica Moser 

Dated: September 26, 2022       Joshua Leviker 

 

Legislator Virkler moved to waive the rules, seconded by Legislator Moroughan and 

carried. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING/PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR: 

 

 Chairman Dolhof opened the public hearing on CDBG Project #636CVPF9-21, Lewis 

County LMI Broadband Connections Project at 5:02 p.m.  Planning Director, Casandra Buell, 

stated that in September 2021, Lewis County was awarded $747,790.00 to provide fixed wireless 

broadband services to three LMI communities; the Town of Lyonsdale, Village of Port Leyden 

and Census Tract 9502 in the Town of Diana.  After 12-months of coordinated efforts between 

the Development Authority of the North Country, Lewis County Planning & Community 

Development, Lewis County Building and Grounds, Lewis County 911 Services, Tectonic 

Engineering, Hudson Valley Wireless, and the Lewis County Manager, we are close to 

optimizing the wireless service.  Incredibly, we have come in under budget and have requested 

an extension through April 2023 to utilize the balance of the funds to directly benefit LMI 

households.  While this project has had its share of the roadblocks and challenges, the team at the 

helm has utilized the CDBG funds awarded to provide the very best service and opportunities to 

users within reach of this service.  We’re excited to get the ball rolling. 

 

 Legislator Hathway stated an interesting thing is happening on September 10th at 

Harrisville Central School. Prior to the annual soccer kickoff tournament of six teams (including 

South Lewis), the soccer field will be dedicated to Coach Rick Bearor.  Rick has coached soccer 

for the last 42 years and counting.  Not surprisingly, he is considered the coach with the most 



 

 

wins in all of Section 10.  He also coached baseball and basketball at times and taught for 36 

years.  Rick retired from school in 2010 but continues to give back as a Judge in the Town of 

Pitcairn.  Another interesting side note is that the two previous judges there, Jon Hall and Jim 

Manchester, services 40 years and 39 years respectfully.  He will be filling some pretty big 

shoes.  The Town of Diana area is very appreciative of all Rick has done, and continues to do, 

mentoring the young people.   

 

PRESENTATION OF COMMUNICATIONS AND NOTICES: 

 

Resolutions were received by Orleans County “Proposing the Repeal or Amendment of 

Election Laws in so far as they adversely affect Smaller Counties”, and “Support of Senate Bill 

S9509 to Eliminate the Farm Laborers Wage Board created through the Farm Workers Fair 

Labor Practices Act”.  A resolution from Seneca County was received “Opposing NYS 

Legislation (S.51001/A.41001) as being an Unconstitutional Attack on Rights of Law-Abiding 

Citizens by Restricting Legally Authorized Concealed Carry Gun Permits & Banning Concealed 

Carry in Public”.  Mr. Scott Tyler, landowner in Lewis County, wrote to the Board stating his 

opposition to the Rails to Trails project citing the negative impact on a key economic foundation 

which is agriculture.  He is also opposed to the use of “eminent domain” to seize the property but 

to also using valuable taxpayer dollars to turn them into recreational trails. 

 

REPORTS OF COUNTY OFFICERS AND DEPARTMENTS:  

 

  Legislators received the monthly Treasurer’s report; monthly Highway & Solid Waste 

Audit reports.  They also received a report from Senior Code Official, Ward Dailey on a 1955 

mobile home located at 8419 Stony Lake Truck Road, in the Town of Watson which cites the 

property as unsafe, unfit for human occupancy, and therefore condemned.   

 

 Brian Mooney, Director of Weights & Measures, submitted the June, July, and August 

2022 monthly reports which have been placed on file with the Clerk of the Board. 

    

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES: 

   

  Legislator Osborne moved to authorize Real Property Tax Director, Candy Akin to 

continue to pay the $3,800.00 renewal cost for the Tax Collection System out of her account line 

on behalf of each participating Town and Village, seconded by Legislator Chartrand and carried. 

 

  Legislator Gilbert moved to authorize Buildings & Grounds Supervisor, Matt O’Connor 

to create and send out and RFP for renovation of the jail floor, seconded by Legislator Leviker 

and carried.  

 

  Legislator Gilbert explained that the next two motions were regarding change orders and 

asked the board members to refer to the Change in Scope Review Form that County Manager, 

Ryan Piche, had passed out.  He then asked Ryan for a more in-depth explanation.  Ryan stated 

that the first was PCO-010 which deals with the foundation drainage at Cold Storage.  He 

reminded everyone that there was a requirement to get additional permission from the NYS DOT 

for the county to utilize a driveway that had been used in the past, part of the requirement of 



 

 

getting approval for that driveway was to add an additional drain behind the Cold Storage 

building.  The second is PCO-007 which is a credit of $146,959.00 for DSS roof changes.  C&S 

had designed a new roof with specific insultation which is having significant supply change 

issues.  The existing insulation was looked over thoroughly and seems to be in good shape and 

therefore is going to be re-used on the new building roof.  Both Change Orders ae going to be 

processed through the allowances for the job, so they are deducting the amounts from the 

contingency. Mr. Jim Garito clarified that the credit will be a change order deduct to reduce the 

contract amount and the add will be used from the allowance in the contract.  

 

  Legislator Gilbert moved to accept Change Order #1 (PCO-010) for an additional 

$22,460.00 to change the foundation drainage at the Highway Cold Storage building due to a 

requirement from the NYS DOT driveway permit, and request that the Clerk of the Board reduce 

this into a resolution for the record, seconded by Legislator Leviker and carried. 

 

  Legislator Gilbert moved to accept Change Order #2 (PCO-007) for a credit of 

$146,959.00 due to being able to re-use most of the DSS roof insulation which has been tested 

and is found to be in good shape, instead of the new insulation which is no longer available, and 

request that the Clerk of the Board reduce this into a resolution for the record, seconded by 

Legislator Hathway. 

 

  Legislator Gilbert questioned if this change would affect the life span on the roof, Mr. 

Jim Garito stated that it shouldn’t.  He also stated that the Change Order for the drainage would 

be less than stated because the way the bid documents were worded the contractor isn’t allowed 

overhead profit, bring the amount closer to $21,400.00.  The motion was then carried. 

 

  Legislator Gilbert moved to authorize Phase II of the Agricultural Sustainability Study 

with Cort Consulting, Inc. at an amount not to exceed $60,000.00 and request that the Clerk of 

the Board reduce this into a resolution for the record, seconded by Legislator Moroughan.  

Legislator Gilbert questioned if the county was going to get something back on this, Ryan 

responded that the verbal response from the Lowville Producers Co-op was to keep moving 

forward on this.  This would be for Phase 2 and maybe more specific engineering services or 

project manager.  The motion was then carried. 

 

  Legislator Gilbert moved to authorize Purchasing Director, Brian Hanno to create and 

send out an RFQ for engineering services related to the Agricultural Sustainability project, 

seconded by Legislator Virkler and carried. 

 

  Legislator Chartrand announced that the July employee of the month was Johnna Lane, 

Physician Office Assistant.  The nomination was from a couple who stated that the employee had 

compassion, commitment to her job, and patience.  The husband had a recent ailment that 

required him to be seen and the employee went above and beyond explaining what steps he 

needed to take for his upcoming visit.   Any questions he had she answered with clarity and 

compassion.  After the visit he needed to be referred to another hospital and she was quick to 

take care of this referral, while providing constant communication with both of us.  She also 

followed up multiple times after the referral had been completed to make sure we didn’t need 



 

 

any further assistance.  Her skills do not end with her patient interactions, she is always pleasant 

and always willing to help with any questions or concerns her co-workers may have. 

 

  Legislator Chartrand went on to mention a recent interaction with someone that bothered 

him.  This person commented that county employees don’t work very hard and that’s why the 

nomination was read which shows that employees do work hard, going above and beyond when 

needed.  Ms. Bea Grouse, President of HANYS visited LCHS Board of Managers and gave a 

brief presentation, which Legislator Chartrand had passed out to each legislator.  There was an 

update on the $2 million capital campaign given that explained the use of $250,000.00 to help 

them reach out and solicit individual donations.   

 

  There was a loss of $1,142,708 for the month of July, which brings the year-to-date loss 

to $1,619,626 versus a budgeted loss of $368,059.  There were lower admissions on the inpatient 

side for the month of July.  Each patient is coded which corresponds to the amount the hospital 

can collect, and many have been just in for observation which doesn’t pay much.   

 

  The Emergency Department remains incredibly busy with close to 1,000 visits a month.  

The hospital is currently in the process of purchasing a new CT scanner at a cost of 

approximately $850,000 and will take up to six months to implement and install.  They are also 

in the process of replacing the analyzer in the Laboratory at a cost of approximately $350,000 

which will be able to run more tests and will have built-in redundancy with two lines.  Both 

items are already built into this year’s budget. 

 

 Legislator Hathway stated that he listened to the HANYS presentation, which Ms. Grouse 

did a good job on, but felt it was unfortunate that politics were spoken about more than helping 

the people.  It was more about the election and what the outcomes would mean, which was 

unfortunate.  Mr. Cayer responded that he appreciated that perspective but when you have a trade 

group like HANYS who represents all of health care and has to work with the Federal and State 

delegation, as well as the Executive Branch, politics do enter the equation in relation to which 

party has control.  This was the first time HANYS has ever come to Lewis County, and they 

were able to lead a generative discussion with the Board of Managers.  Many citizens of the state 

believe we are in a post Covid phase and in reality, the county and state is still in the active phase 

with admissions to the hospital every day. 

 

 Legislator Chartrand pointed out that Lewis County Public Health is still reporting our 

weekly covid numbers on the county website even though the news and paper are no longer 

reporting it. 

 

PROJECT MANAGER REPORT: 

 

 Jim Garito stated that this was the 5th or 6th month since the construction began and 

everything is going well.  He has met with several county employees including Buildings & 

Grounds Supervisor, Matt O’Connor; Highway Superintendent, Timothy Hunt; Social Services 

Commissioner, Jenny Jones; and many of the Legislators.  From the contractor’s perspective, this 

shows that the county cares about these projects and there is a great team effort feel.  Nick Garito 

gave a brief update on where things stood from a construction standpoint.  The Wash Bay 



 

 

manzamine is up and the interior fit out is now being worked on, Cold Storage building should 

be completed by early November with the Highway Garage not far behind.  The electrical 

services will be completed sometime this month.  The Department of Social Services building is 

completely gutted, and the rebuild is in progress.  The DMV/BOE project is out for bid.  Jim 

Garito pointed out that when the electrical panels show up they will be installed at that point. 

 

 COUNTY MANAGER REPORT: 

 

 Ryan reported that the projects, construction, and move to Glenfield has been the main 

priority over the last month.  Everyone seems to be settled in better at Glenfield now.  The Open 

House held at Glenfield was a success, which just shows the flexibility and ingenuity of the county 

employees and managers.  The budget continues to be worked on with himself and Eric Virkler, 

with round one complete, the second round will soon begin.  The timeline will be that at the 

September Committee meetings, the Capital requests and Personnel requests will be presented and 

discussed as well as the future of the Veterans Services Agency.  Ryan pointed out that the 

President of HANYS would be like the President of NYSAC coming to Lewis County, which is a 

huge honor and shows that Mr. Cayer has good connections. 

 

COUNTY TREASURER REPORT:     

 

 The Tax Foreclosure auction was very successful.  There are still a few bidders who need 

to finalize the process but even if those sales fall through the outcome will still be more than 

budgeted.  Legislator Chartrand questioned what happens if the high bidder doesn’t finalize the 

process, Eric responded that they could contact the next highest bidder to see if they would be 

interested. 

  

 Chairman Dolhof closed the public hearing at 5:34 p.m., with no other comments being 

offered. 

 

REPORT OF THE FINANCE AND RULES COMMITTEE: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





















































































































 

 

OTHER BUSINESS: 

 

At 5:45 p.m. with no other business to come before the board Legislator Virkler made a 

motion to adjourn, seconded by Legislator Chartrand and carried. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


